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SOUTHENNAN. 



CHAPTER I. 

" Dexterity and sufferance 
Are engines the pure politic must work with." 

FOBD. 

For some time after the Reception, a sue* 
cession of entertainments were given by the City 
of Edinburgh to her Majesty and the Court. 
It was, however, remarked, that she appeared 
but little disposed to cultivate any intimacy 
with the families of the nobility* She stood too 
strictly, it was alleged, on her royalty, and even 
in her court she formed a small circle of famir 
Jiars around herself, within which few, even of 
the mo&t accomplished and esteemed pf th^ 
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•'^&cattUEi:&el}ti^foiUid'VdmissIon« The fatality 
of her ancestors' liafl 'already overtaken her ; 
and scarcely, in any one measure of conduct, or 
of government, did she appear worthy of the 
reputation she deservedly Mjoyed for intelli- 
gence, discernment, and judgment 

Within that little exclusive household circle, 
Southennan was frequently an honoured guest ; 
but while enjoying the sunshine, he could not 
behold, without alarm, the clouds arising in the 
horizon. And yet there appeared no deviation 
from propriety in the behaviour of Mary,^ as 
a gentlewoman : he thought her occasionally, 
perhaps, too familiar; but from any slight in- 
fle3don of conduct of this kind, she resumed her 
dignity with «o ^nuch ease and grace, that the 
dberration (»ily served to extend her inftuence 
amdng those who were fiivoured with her private 
countenanoe. 

The bustle wd the baaque>ttings, in which 
tJie Cottrt.waa engaged, prevented leisure for 
particular penaarks od the oc^duct iif iliose by 
whom the Queen was surrounded ; bift, never^ 
theless, the demeam^ur of Chatelard, tbot^h 
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regiikted by extreme caution and delicacy, did 
not escape the shrewd observation of onr hero, 
to whwn it was evident that he lost no oppor- 
tunity of always appearing in his most attrac- 
tive colours before her Majesty, while his 
artificial deference to Adelaide in public was no 
less manifestly the deliberate effect of system- 
atic study. 

It would be to equivocate with the human 
heart, to say that Southennan beheld the in- 
creasing passion of Chatelard without sometning 
like gratification; nor did his loyalty much 
repine, when he perceived that Mary did not 
rebuke the rash young man with such decision 
as would have quenched his hopes, but amused 
herself with his ardour, even while she evinced 
something like flirtation, if such a term may 
be applied to the reciprocities of persons so far 
apart in their respective spheres. 

The effect of Somhennan's discovery of Cha- 
telard's presumptuous affection, served to nou- 
rish his own love for Adelaide, He was per- 
suaded, 1^ many incidents, that she also had 
perceived the ambition of the accomplished 
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Frenchman; but he calculated without a suffi-* 
cient knowledge of the fond feelings by which 
she was animated, when he fancied, that the 
hopelessness of her unrequited attachment would 
extinguish its ardour. This made him patient* 
Day after day passed with him in jealous vigi- 
lance ; but the deportment of Mary was so often 
seemingly equivocal, though only dictated hy 
the suggestions of feminine gaiety and juvenile 
playfulness, that, he could not always repress 
his persuasion that the Frenchman would ulti- 
mately triumph. His confidant was Rizzio. 

The ambition of the Italian was piqued by 
the favour which he thought the Queen evinced 
for Chatelard : envious in his nature, he dreaded 
a competitor in the ascendancy which he se- 
cretly, with all the zeal of an acute and adven- 
turous spirit, was endeavouring to attain. He 
was thus his unprovoked enemy, and the fear 
of being frustrated by his influence chafed his 
jealousy into hatred, Rizzio in his hate, how- 
ever, was no less subtile than wary in his ambi- 
tioii. He concealed it as carefully and studied 
its indulgence \iilh equal solicitude. 
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Acquainted with the depth to which Soulh- 
^nnan was enamoured of Adelaide, he darkly 
discerned that her passion for the Frenchman 
might be so managed as to render her Scottish 
lover subservient to his machinations. 

It is mournful to reflect on the cabals which 
infested the palace of the Scottish Queen; 
by the ingenuousness .of youth, and perhaps 
also of her nature, she was incapable of sus- 
pecting the. intrigues, personal and political, 
by which she was environed. She saw in her 
counsellors, and the great officers of state, men 
of harsh feelings, and forbidding countenances, 
who treated her with less homage than the wor- 
ship to which she had been accustomed in 
France; and, save her ladies, she had na ad- 
visers in those things which most concerned the 
graces of her character; for her natural bro- 
ther, the Prior of St. Andrews, partaking of 
the austere temper of the time, often in his 
kindest admonitions, breathed more of restraint 
than accorded with the vivacity in which she 
delighted, and which wa& natural to her age 
and sex. 
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Of all her hdies» Addaide enjoy6d her <x>n- 
fideiice the most; bat from the time she had 
observed her attaduneor to Chatelard, and 
suspected his devotion to herself, Ae assumed 
a slight though obvious degree of cert^mony to- 
wards her* This did not escape the searching 
penetTAtion of Ri2szk>y but he erred in the con- 
struction he put upon it Knowing the Queen's 
xx>nfidence in Adelaide^ and observing that, if 
not withdrawn, it was suddenly i^^lated by 
some occult motive, he ascribed ike change to 
a kindUng pr^lilectioa oa the part of Maiy for 
the ill-&ted Frenchman. 

This apprehension roused his latent eneigies. 
The slightest manifestatkxn of affection, on the 
pait of the Queen, he fisresaw would be ruin to 
his anticipations^ for he knew tiiat Cbatelard 
«toed in some awe of him, and with that sinister 
wisdom which ofien overreadies itself, he ap- 
pr^ended, that were Chatelard once possessed of 
influence enough over the Queen, to move her 
to any measure, he would not long be allowed to 
remain ui her service. A simple incident soon 
brought these anxieties into action. 



Chief dfny: m het^jMt^ty^ifksiAefeexiAmg'tkQ 

Cikatelardi mi her r%lit «d kft^ ^bUoNPii^ by 
Adebide. and A^hs^Mury lira^stmie^ slie 

^ht]j siomblecL The liaKani iniitaiiilly dl^red 
l^is arB% but ske took hold of the Frendiinan^s. 
It was aaaelTfof the moment^ lUipfemedittttedt 
and done wilboot iiitentioiial farvour or distiiM>< 
tion, but it seemed iiot so to the seething s^- 
rit of Rizzio. He beheld in it an indication 
which hb adversary would consftroe into a mark 
of special favour, as he believed it was intended 
to be ; and from that moment the unhappy fer- 
tunes of the Frenchmen were determined, 

Rizzio brooded over the incident, as if it had 
discovered to him something whibh he had not 
before suspected. With the ingenious cunning 
of his nature, like the wounded scorpion, he 
struck the venom into himself and writhed with 
agonies of his own infliction. Though his ap- 
prehensions were, perhaps, not aitc^ether ima- 
ginary, they were 3?et beyond reason, for Cha- 
telard was not envious, and his passion for the 
Queen was too much of a blaze^ shooting up 
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from vpnity, to have respect to aught save its 
own object. He might occasionally be uneasy 
?it observing the vigilance with which the Ita^ 
lianVdark and piercing eye followed him; but 
there was a quality in his passion^ arising from 
the direction it had taken, that gave generosity 
to all his thoughts, The insane fancy of gain- 
ing the Queen's affections, filled him with vast 
ideas of liberality and muiyficence* 



CHAPTER II. 



" Deliver with more openness your answers 
To my demands." 

SHAKSPEARE. 



On the evening after the little incident men- 
tioned in the last chapter, Rizzio took occasion 
to throw himself in the way of Southennan, 
without appearing to have sought him, although 
the meeting was the result of study and contri- 
vance. In the management of such seeming 
accidents the sinister Italian was ingeniously 
expert* 

It happened to be Friday, a day which the 
Queen always passed in a more iSequestered 
manner than any other of the week, save on the 
high festivals of her religion. Her household 
circle was not assembled in the evening : only 
her ladies were admitted to her ; for even her 
b5 



10 SOUTHENNAN, ' 

ministers were directed not to disturb her retire- 
ment) unless their business was urgent, and 
could not be postponed without detriment to 
the State. Her attendants, those of the chosen 
number, were in consequence at liberty to 
amuse themselves as they thought fit. South- 
ennan on these nights rarely went to the palace, 
for Adelaide was generally on them the pre- 
ferred companion of her royal mistress. Rizzio 
had noticed this, and planned his machination 
accordingly. 

It had been his custom to dine occasionally 
at the Unicorn with the foreigners by whom the 
table was frequented, and where he knew our 
hero was almost a regular daily guest. He went 
there at the usual hour, and, as if he had no 
particular wish for conversation with South- 
ennan, he took his place at dinner on the oppo- 
site side of the table, and discussed with those 
around him, in the apparent ease of a disen- 
gaged mind, the various topics which chance or 
remark suggested. Even after dinner, and when 
several of the guests had departed, he evinced 
no disposition to move nearer to Southennan; 



bill: he ^pmetimes^ p^rti^filwrly addi^ss^d. him 
lU^ross the tf^le^ »s jt v^^iin reply to some opi- 
nion, in whiah he^^t^ tP diff^ fron* him^ 

In thi$ afipax^lly.ufif ri^inedit^t^ mamer be 
conU^ue^ ^ aci^untUJl%e perceived a^dispooition 
on the p^t <^ JJputbennan to rise^ when be 
dfi^troui^y tw^Qied tl}e,Qwye}«a(ion on ^ome one 
of the. many tojpdcs of the day by. which the 
minds of alltiiKn w^« then agitatedi express- 
ing Umself with a. degree of confidence on the 
subject which drew from our hero an equally 
decided x^ly^ A controversy was the eonse- 
quence, which Ria^zio mam^ied with so much 
^lealj that although there was not the slightest 
appro^mation to a quarrel between them, their 
con?ei*satii>ni w^js yet so little agreeable to the 
other g^tlemen in the room, that they one by 
one dropped away, and left the apartment to 
the disputants. 

When Rizzio had thus obtained for them- 
selves, espclusive po^ession of the room, he sud- 
denly paused, and looking suspiciously to the. 
right and left, moved from the place where he 
sat at dinner, and took a seat beside our hero. 
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The abruptness of* the pause, the jealous vigi- 
lance with which he cast his eyes around^ and 
something singular and emphatic in his manner, 
were greatly calculated to rouse attention. 

" I hope,*' said the Italian, with a whispering 
earnestness,' ^' that nothing during dinner nor 
since, in my manner towards you, has indicated 
any particular desire for such an opportunity as 
this, to speak with you in confidence." 

Sonthennan was surprised at the observation, 
and naturally enough remarked in reply, that 
he could not imagine a cause or an occasion for 
so much address to procure an opportunity for a 
confidential conversation with him ; for the 
candour of his mind did not allow him to sus- 
pect, or rather to understand that the art of 
Rizzio's explanation might be the efiect of 
design, and calculated to augment the impres-i 
sion of what he had to communicate. 

^^ I am glad it is so," said Rizzio ; ** and I 
trust that those who last left us are persuaded 
we were on the eve of a quarrel, or at least were 
not likely to have had either treason or con- 
spiracy to arrange." 
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<< Treason ! " exclaimed Southennan, " to 
what do you allude ? " and he said this firmly, 
for he thought the conduct of his companion 
more curiously ingenious iban any thing be-» 
tween them could possibly require. 

" Hiish ! speak lower," murmurred Rizzioy 
raising his hand, and assuming a knotted and 
significant look ; " What we have both feared, 
and perhaps one of us wished for, is not far ofi;'* 

^^ Explain yourself, Rizzio; I am incapable of 
comprehending the meaning of this mystery/' 

" Did you not first point out to my attention 
the sensual ardour of Chatelard's devotion to the 
Queen?" 

"What of that?" inquired Southennan 
eagerly, with an accent of anxiety, almost of 
alarm, dreading he might have said too much 
upon the subject, or been treacherously dealt 
with; for it was not to the Italian alone that 
he had spoken of the Frenchman's presump* 
tuous attachment, but to others he had been also 
jocular; to Rizzio only had he expressed any 
feeling of interest or apprehension on the sub^ 
ject. 



/^L^mrnot t^lk pf4t} »or mantion names 
mpre thAU may be necessaxy/' rejoined Bizzio ; 
^< I have myself noted it, until a oonvictioa has 
been wrought as perfect as your own. But 
-— " and, in pausing, be again looked eagerly 
and apprehensively around. 

" Well ! what would you say?" 

^^ I believe you, Southennan, to be an ho^ 
npurable man, and my friend ; but there are 
things which ought only to be spoken of by the 
eyes. My fortune, my life perhaps, hang upon 
what I have to tell; cannot you hear my 
thoughts?" 

<< Perhaps I do,'' replied Southennan, a little 
drily, displeased at being distrusted; ^^ but 
speak out. I do not despair that fidelity shall 
win its reward.'* 

<^ You have said it,'' exclaimed Rizzio, with 
a hollow and suppressed shout, as it were, of 
triumph. 

<« You say not so?" said Southennan. 

<^ It were perdition to us both to breathe the 
mildew and the blight that might be in the 
infectious answer to your question," said the 
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Italian solemnly; addiiig, less seriously, «I did 
not say the love had yet met retum,--had 
ye t ■ ■ i ' ** 

" It Would be cause enough," replied our 
hero fervently, « to make the chaste spirit of 
Adelaide qui t * * 

" Hush ! Let not your tongue give utterance 
to what you have imagined ; steal the best pearl 
from the crown rather dian breathe such an 
imputation. I beseech you, Southennan, to 
ask no better knowledge than you have guessed; 
but let us consider how it may advantage your 
own cause. — Nothing, I fear !" 

" Unless it can be made known to Adelaide,'* 
rejoined Southennan thoughtfully, adding, "how 
may that be? She will herself find it out !" ' 

** I fear, Southennan, we both stand in 
jeopardy: knowing and not to tell. Are not 
you friendly with the Prior of St. Andrews ?" 

" Would you have me speak to him?'* 
cried Southennan, starting, " after having so 
warned me how near akin the thing is to trea- 
son. He will call for proof; what have we, but 
conjecture : and with conjecture only, dare we 
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impeach the honour of the Queen ? This matter 
is not yet ripe even for talk, Rizzio/*" 

^< I said not that it was so/' replied the Ita- 
lian ; " but only thought it might soon be." 

Here their conversation was interrupted by 
the return of some of the gentlemen who had 
dined with them. 



n 



CHAPTER III. 



*^ Thus I take off the shroud in which my cares 
Are folded up from view of common eyes.'* 

THE BROKEN HEAB3*. 



SouTHENNAN and Rizzio left the Unicorn 
together. The Italian went to the palace, and 
our hero to his own lodgings* 

It was by this time late in the afternoon; the 
sun had indeed set, and the twilight was adr 
vancing. The streets were in consequence 
thronged as usual in Edinburgh at that time of 
the day, with handicraftsmen and apprentices. 

In passing up the High-street, Southennan^ 
not being much accustomed to thread the mazes 
of a crowd, felt himself a good deal pushed about^ 
especially near the Cross, where the assemblage 
was numerous and restless. At the entrance of 
s narrow closs, where the people were thickest^ 
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an old man addressed bim by name, and b^ged 
he would follow him. 

Something in the appearance and voice of the 
stranger excited at once his attention and curi- 
osity, and he followed him down the closs, and 
up a Jacob's-ladder ascent of stairs, to the 
eleventh story of one of the Babel edifices that 
overlooked the North Lodi. 

Hie appearance of the old man, as he walked 
before him, seemed to Southennan to be some- 
thing remackabk. He had evidently been of a 
atont frame, and his limbs werei well formed and 
firm, but his st^ weve tnttmng and unequal, 
and the bend in bisAgglder shewed more of a 
'Stoop than deerepitude* When diey reached 
the top of the highest stair the stranger opened 
the door with a key, and through a darkpossi^ 
conducted him to a small room cheerfully lighted 
by a window which was <^n, and which com- 
manded a view of the magnificent landscape 
that spreads from the city towards the norths 



When they were in this room, and the door 
shut, the old man requested Southennan to be 
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sedlad^ and» with a smil^, pulled down bis beard, 
and shewed the face and features of Knock- 
rWhinnie. 

Our hearo laughed at the reTelation, and 
said — 

<^ I could not have thought it possible that 
cme so robust oould have assumed so much of 
the infirm appearance of dld/^ 

« Ah !" replied ^ Outkw, <« Tane will allow 
us to anticipate his mumphs, but he has put it 
out of our power ever to ihiitate fwitiu I have, 
however, only time to tdl you briefly of my 
voyage. It was but this moruing that the 
vessel in which* I returned reached Leith roads, 
and since then I have been eagerly in quest of 
you: without success. I was returning to these 
lodgings when I happened to observe you in 
the crowd ; it is fortunate that we have met so 
soon. Have you been able to supersede my 
outlawry?*' 

Southennan did not return a direct answer. 
He only expressed his satisfaction at seeing 
Knockwhinnie again so well, and trusted that 
his enquiries were calculated to appease the 



4V SOUTHENNAN. 

disordered' feelings with which he had been 30 
long afflicted. 

" Then you have not," said the Outlaw, 
<' procured either remission or pardoii. What 
have you done in the business ? " 

Southennan looked confused. He had lite- 
rally eflFected nothing; not altogether from neg- 
lect, but from a feeling of procrastination, in- 
duced by his unsatisfactory mediation with Du- 
froy, and from a wish to avoid any explanation 
conqeming the, reluctance of Dufroy to lend his 
assistance. 

" Sol" cried Knockwhinijie ; "you have not 
been able to do anything for me. Well, it can't 
be helped! But have you learned any thing 
likely to mitigate the pain of this disappoint- 
ment?" 

" Tell me l&rst," replied Southennan, " what 
has been the result of your own visit to Nor- 
mandy; for you went off at an unlucky hour." 

Knockwhinnie looked a little grave at this 
question, which seemed to him something like an 
evasion; but giving his head a slight toss, as if 
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to shake off something disagreeable, he replied, 
" Perhaps you say justly; for I met with nothing 
of which I might not have better ascertained the 
facets here. My wife is dead — some years ago 
she died; and my child has been brought up in 
the family of Count Dufroy. Instead of doing 
me wrong, he has, in his kindness to Adelaide, 
been my greatest benefactor. By his influence 
with the late King Francis, the husband of our 
Mary, he procured my Adelaide to be placed 
among the honourable attendants of the Queen; 
and the occasion of his visit is to restore her to 
the family of her mother. Have you seen her?'* 

Southennan replied, with emphasis, that he 
had, and that she had inspired him with the 
most ardent affection, which he hoped would be 
approved by her father. 

" What says she herself? " exclaimed Knock- 
whinnie, eagerly, at the same time holding out 
his hand in token of his satisfaction at the news. 

But Southennan again looked exceedingly 
confused, and was about to make some general 
reply. 
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. ^Deal plaodj widi me!^ cried the Outlaw. 
" Is there any obstacle <m her part to your 
unfam?" 

The straigbitfi»rwardness of Knockwfainnie 
admitted of no equivcication ; and, in conse- 
quence, our hero found himself constrained to 
speak of what he had observed in the conduct of 
Adelaide. 

Knockwlunnie listened to him evidently with 
greedy ears: his eyes were seemingly cast on Ae 
ground; but th^were abstracted, and took no 
heed of aught within the scope of their vision. 
He leant forward, resting his hands upon his 
knees, and presoited altc^ether an appearance 
of Intense and anxious attrition. 

When the recital. was finished, he continued 
for some time in the same posture, and silent** 
At last he said, hal^ as it were, in solilocply, 
without lifting his eyes, ^< Dufroy requires atone*- 
ment from me, before I can hope for his assist- 
ance to procure the reversal of my oudawiy J ** 

Southennan, who had been speaking wid» 
warmth and tenderness of Adelaide, was sur-^ 
prised at the irrelevancy of her fiither's remark, 



and found himself as It wer^ cxmstrained to s^, 
^J was spring of your dae^hter." 

" True — ^tnie — I heard you," replied Knock* 
whu^iue; ^^but sQmetbiQg must be done before 
we talk of that* This Chatdard^ of whonLybn 
have been tiling me, must be got rid o£" And^ 
IB saying thetse: words, he uooonscioiisly darted a 
keen look at Southemian, the effect of whkii 
GA hifii was such a huixied recoUecti^i of iht 
conversation be had >jbo shortly before held widi 
Bi^zio, .that it touc^ied him with something like 
alarm; and he exdaimeds with a voice of dread, 
« How rid of him? ^' 

The Outlaw looked at him sternly. ^* I thmk^ 
Southennan, that by this time yoii should have 
known that I do notn^ard die dagger as alw^ 
the best means/' 

Southennan saw that he had touched harshly 
upon- a tender string. But the construction 
which Elnockwhinnie had put upon his words 
could not be easily obviated, without mentioning 
the attachment of Chatelard to the Queen. 

The Outlaw, seeing his embarrassment, sub- 
joined, " I do not, however, wonder at your 
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question. Only there has not been enough of 
provocation, even in the feigned affection for my 
daughter, committed by this Chatelard, to justify 
an appeal to violent courses. But, as I have 
said, we cannot yet talk of that, as my esteem for 
you would prompt me. I therefore have only 
to beseech you, before any suspicion is enter- 
tained of my return, to bring Cottnt Dufroy and 
myself together. I am his debtor, and must 
humble myself to obtain an acquittance of the 
debt I have done him an injury; it is neces- 
sary that I should atone for it I pray you, for 
the affection you profess for Adelaide, that yoU 
lose no time in this business: let it be done, if 
possible, to-night Do go at once, .and I shall 
wait here an answer, or your return." 
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CHAPTER IV. 

** I saw a smith stand with his hammer, thus. 
The whilst his iron did on the anvil cool. 
With open mouth, swallowing a tailor's news." 

SHAKSFSARE. 

In proceeding from Knockwhinnie's lodgings 
Southeimari met his boy. 

" Ah ! Laird," exclaimed Hughoc, on seeing 
him: ^^do ye ken what a come-to-pass has 
happened ? Knockwhinnie's back frae France ; 
and sic a like sight ! ye wouldna' ken him were 
ye to see him in your spoon." 

Om* hero ^as a little startled, apprehensive 
lest the Outlaw might have been discovered by 
some other person. 

" How came you," said he, "to know this? 
Who told you?" 

** Na," replied the toy ; ** I'se warrant naebody 

VOL. II. c 
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told BiS'r but ye see, I chanced to hae a needces- 
stty BhaA the horseEi^ so I was down at Widow 
Hiitdfaie's bouse, and standing at the door, glow- 
ering 'fraeTmei there came an auld gaberinnzle 
looldhg ^nian wi* a white beard, that wonld hae 
been credttaUe to the aul<^st he^oat iii Arrafi, 
and.lesning on his staff, whichwiis a very pret^ 
ane, and, I daw say, had a sword in its kyte, 
for it had a silver virl just below the heft lith, 
heilsked me, wi' a kind o' strangulated voice, if 
I could tell him whare young Soiidiennan was 
to be fomid. ^ I ken biit ae Sou^ennaii,' quo' 
I; and I looked up in his ftoe, acud as his mouth 
was open, I discerned by his teeth that he was 
na* sae auld as he was lik^ and h$dna': lost 
mark o' mouth; soii jedbusy fell up<»i me, and 
I thou^t, wha cali'tbis guisart be? '' 

<< Speak to the points'' intisrrupled his masl^. 

« Well," Tesiuned Hu^bq ** speaking .to the 
poiftt : I lodked a lit^ bettir at Ymii but reaify 
his face was sae weel hidden' aneath a coat o' 
paint, tfaatfixr the leevii^'soul o'me, I^couldna' 
guess wha it possibly could be; but it cam into 
my head to ary wi^ a lond skreigh o* terrbr, 



li^t crawl^ig on your ooaMiec^ < Hie deevil 
tjbere is! *■ said he, in his^oatttral voice: and wha's 
H^tjUfal voice, think ye, was that, rLaiid? As 
sure 's deaths it was Knookwfai]uue'^s 1 Seeing 
^?«asna' disposed to be crafidential wi' me^ I 
^Hm letxm that I k&at him, but just said, that 
|<e were down at the Abbey gallanting wi' the 
Qi&een jond h^ leddies.^ 

f « Well,- • r€|plied his master, :*^ you have shewn 
yourself, Hughoc^ both shrewd and sharp; but 
tell nobody what you have discovered*" 
. ^^ Ye needna' counsel tlN|t,'' exclaimed the 
boy* " Wha would I tell? Ye s^irdy, Laiid, 
dinixa think me so lost to discretiofi as to speak 
oa sic a kit|le point wi' our Baldy, wha^ for any 
thing that I see, is growing to be a monk, 
Qm^*!^ but it's a puir trade nbw-a-days. He 'U 
110 make his plack a bawbee >by that" 
. This ii^ormati<3gai respecthig his servant a 
little molested the tranquillity of Southennan, 
although it was not altogether new to him. He 
had remarked something like remissness in the 
... cS 
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conduct of BaJdy from the first day of tfadr 
arrival in Edinburjgii, and he.tibought him too 
particular in his attendance on Father Jerome, 
who he well knew was stirring among the Catho» 
lie priesthood J the arrival of the Queeai having 
drawn them in great niunbers to the town. 
Being, however, anidcnis to coim|8ete his missioh 
to Count Dufiroy, he ordered Hughoc to attend 
him to the palac^ and, as tbsy went down the 
Canongate, he inquired his reason for sup- 
posing that Baldy was likely to turn a monk. 

" Oh ! oh ! *' said ike boy : .« I didna' mean 
that he was sic a desperate sneck-drawer as to 
turn a true- monk; I only meant that he was 
growing ane in a certain sensci But, Laird, I 
would look wecl about me if I were you ; for 
I heard Father Jerome tell a mudde fat painchy 
priest that he had but sma' expectation o' you^ 
and the utmost it would be in his power to do 
wasj wi* the help o' Baldy, to keep you frae falling 
into harm's way, which they meant was going 
to the orthodox kirks ! " 

Southennan bit his lips at hearing this; the 
idea of being so circumvented by his servant 
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provoked his ind^fifidc^ but he only said to 
the boy in an iiidiffferent toile — 
: « Aiid how dki you overhear this conver- 
sation?'' 

:J^^ Ye see, Sir, I hie sometimes naething to 
do^ and sb whiles I.dauner about, and whiles I 
gang in till Widow Htttchie's room, and lie 
down oa the bigkist that stands ahint the door, 
and make a bit skip &ae care into the land o' 
Nod. Nae farther gane than yesterday, being 
in thehimiour for a dose of forgetfulness, I lay 
,down on the kist lid, and when I was lying 
there, in came Father Jerome wi' that haggis- 
bellied monk, and they were unco couthy and 
eo^, talking into ane anither's lugs about papis- 
tical matters. Now I like; when I see fdUc sae 
etmest, to get some notion o' what the're saying, 
and Baldy just gae's vend whenever he catches 
^e wi' my lug at the keyhole. 'Od, Laird ! but 
jhe body has tunied unco cankery; howsomever, 
:thatV nane o' our business even now. But 
when I saw the |wa enter the room, I snored wi' 
^' my might, and closed my eyne. ^ Puir 
jphicken/ said the round-about friar, ^ he's tired, 



let him doiite f fi* iPaAier JHntmk wis going td 
waken me. Then they sat down and they ll£cl4^ 
Lord JjBirdf butfiitpriestErareaye dry^— thef had 
a chappin o' the Luckie's best, and they spo^ 
and ihey better §pok^ knd ye wottld hae thought 
that they had a* the cai^ o* Scotland on thei* 
badcs^ and the iias tf the^ w^irld Iflc^M^i^ ; sad 
fraele^ tb'hMiilr, th<^ cotddna^ we^l do wRbotit 
hadiig a ni^ at yblrt^ tAil.' ThAt^s just' thef way 
that I oVcAeard fh*m.*' 

The j^ecolld^iti^ df H6gtK>c and hk tatatural 
dhrewdnesB hid ottfiH amused his maliM)ei^, ivho 
began to thUk &at he had been'^^rogre^sing 
since thcfy hbd ^me to Edinbtu'gb; ettidthi^ as 
they walked Idong, induced hinl' to enqnii^fiflialf 
the boy thou^t bf the ioWn and peo)^.' 

« The town/' said Hughbc, " is wefel enOTghj 
for i faiicy a' loHms are naturafly diirty ; but ai 
for the ifolk, I dinna think the're right folk %t a^ 
In iihe country, if ye*re weary, or dry, or htoigryj 
ye may gang in to a nteighbour's house, and reift 
yourser, or seek a drink o* milk or a bite tf 
bread. 'Od, Sir ! this is a ikminouiS place r«6d 
then the're a' sae wise ; Gude keep tis, but fhe'folk 



o' Eml^ro' are vise falk, ocmsid^g ijheir ig^ 
npceinceP^ 

/« Howefver, Hughpcy no doubt you )$ffd tljcsm 
very civil?? . .. 

" Ceevil ! 'od Laird, they ken nae rmirxf 
oe^viliiy than stupitstots. Here wa$twa^.o* 
ihem I ane a man wi' a bailie'^ bdlyi and ani- 
i|)^ wi' his hosen up o'er his hrei^. laiee% wi' a 
green apron and a red nightcap, thj^efids about 
his neck, swatches in the ae band»,and a pair 
o' muckle shears in the ither^ holding a dis- 
coiirse concerning the Queen's M^i^sty f ap^i^ ithe 
l^ib)ring naan, that was him wi' flie $h^Ar% said 
to the other that he was mistaken if he sqpposed 
ti; pf^istical princess like the Queen, coi^d be 
any better than a male&ctoripg nun a^ang 
fiito;* Hearing this, I stepped and tuxiaedup 
my tog to kep what they were saying, W:eel, it'> 
dro^kdfii' how they daur't to touch me ! bu( the 
lean man wi' lim nightcap and the shears, gied 
me sic a pelt on the head that he dunkeled my 
ji^nP^aii, and the man that wassae big wi' belly 
lU^d up his foot, and — ** 

« What did he do ?** inquired our hero ; for 
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Hughoc^ paused, as if suddenly afraid to tell 
more, but encouraged by the question, he cried, 
, " Do ! I just took Jbaud o* him by Ae leg, 
and he was down on the breadth o' his back on 
the causey stanes without controversy*'* 

" You will get yourself into trouble, if you 
dare to do such things,'' said his master, laughing. 

" 'Deed, Laird, that 's as true as the reformed 
gospel." 

. " How?'' exclaimed Southennan; *^ what do 
you know of the reformed or pnreformed gospel ?' 

" Weel, Laird, if ye'll no be angry, I'll telj 
you the truth ; it was ordained that I should go 
by Giles's kirk last Sabbatli.'' 

^^ Ordained, and Sabbath !" ejaculated South- 
ennan. 

^^ Just sae, Laird, and nae harm in't JSae 
going past the kirk door, I heard a bum-bizzing 
within; and could ^do nae less than look in ; and 
there I beheld a divine, hallooing at a dreadfii' 
rate against what he called — 'Od ! I doubt he'll 
get his fairing for't hereafter — the idolatry o' the 
mass. But ae thing he made plain to me, that 
it couldna' be an idolatry; for by the eyne he 
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convinced everybody bread and wine wasna' 
flesh and bluid ; — ^no^, Laird, I *m o^ that way 
o' thinking. And he told 119 that tmless we made 
use o' our senses, the scales could nev^r be re- 
moved from off the eyes o' the understanding. 
But when I got hame, and told Baldy what I 
had heard, be loupit like a blackbird, and gied 
me sic a skdp o' persecution on the haffit, that 
I think it did weel to reform me." 
: By this time they had crossed thte gutter that 
marked the Ixnuidary of the sanctuary of th^ 
palace, within which a considerable <;rowd was 
assembled round a tall, stra]^)tng, randy^looking 
woman. 

; " Eh! pater-noster P* exdainied Hughoc, 
"it's Friar Michael'* 
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criAPTER V. 



' Thus I talk wiselyj and fo ptirposfe.*' 



SouTHEKNANi enjoWing HAgHoc to remain 
f(x him at the portal, went into the Pfdabe ; trot 
it would have been a strong injunctiob indeed, 
which, on such an o^icasion, wotdd -have cur- 
tailed the freedom of that boy's will. The tfanah 
formation of Auchenbrae had deeply interested 
his curiosity ; and he mingled with the crowd, 
around the apparent termagant 

The appearance of Auchenbrae at that time 
and in that disguise, so near the Palace, Was not 
-altogether voluntary. He had been out on some 
of his wild rambles, beyond the water of Leith, 
and in returning across the ferry, had been re- 
cognised by Johnnie Gaff and one of his com- 
peers, who happened to be present, and who 
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attempted to seiae him. But be rescued himself, 
and, gathering up the petticoats of his disguise^ 
ran from them across the Links to the Sanctuary 
of Holyrood ChapeL 

Being the first who had taken refuge diere 
since the purification of the church, the ciowd 
were in doubt whether he could be taken widi« 
outtfie^Kxinds, and carried before the magis^ 
trates, and one among them maintained the 
legol impracticabUity of violating the Sanctu* 
ary ; but Johnnie Gafi^» who was the Orator of 
the human race on the occasion, with bis lips 
quivering, his face pale with passion, and his 
eyes as > if they would liave kindled candles, 
homing the delinquent by the throat, denied the 
doctrine as a papistical abomination. 

" I will prove it," exclaimed Johnnie; " and 
I call in the Queen's name for the Posse Com-a-- 
Uhus to implement the caption. This is a case 
o' reestment jurisdicticny fwndomdyy and no 
question quoad privilegy can be raised on it" 

In the nudst, however, of Johnnie's oration, 
the disturbance had roused the Palace-guard ; 
which, without respect of persons, laid hold of 
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Andienbrae as well as the (NraUHrs, and dragged 
them to the guard-rhouse. In vain did Johnnie 
plead his privilege as a halberdier of the Lord 
Provost : the soldiers only laughed at him. Au- 
chenbrae, who in the mean. time, had all his 
eyes about him^ was eagerly looking for an op- 
portunity to escape; and having been much in- 
commoded by his female garments^ he was quietly 
untying his petticoats^ the easier to shoot out 
from among them. 

'. Johnnie Gaff, in the mean time, was waxing 
more and more wroth at the irreverence of the 
soldiers, and threat^ing them with all sorts of 
pains and penalties, for the indignity widi which, 
in his person, they treated the authority and ju-« 
risdiction of the Provost, Bailies, and Council 
of the Burgh of Edinburgh. His menaces, how- 
ever, only served to increase their derision ; in 
the midst of which, the door being accidentally 
left open, the culprit dropt his petticoats, and 
was off like ^n arrow from the bow, 

^^ Oude guide us,'' exclaimed Johnnie, cooled 
in an instant, ^^ Ws/uff€B again, wi' neither kilt 
nor breeks !" 



This new escape bad the effect <3£ instantly 
cleai*mg the gnard-house: but none of the «olr 
diers followed. Johnnie Gaff^ however^ as if he 
had been booted in se^en^eague boot% rushed 
after the fugitive like the nucleus of a comet, 
witli a spreading train of children, huzzaing and 
cheering him forward. 

The condition of Auchenbrae deterred him 
from running far into the town. He ascended 
the first outside stair, and darted into a room 
where an elderly female was spinning on a dis- 
taff, and singing, at the open window. Without 
leave asked, he bounded mto a bed which stood 
in a comer, and drew the coverlet over him. 

Scarcely was he in this asylum, when the 
noise of his pursuers rose loud in the street, by 
which the industrious housewife was moved to 
look out, and, on seeing them, to call aloud — 
•> " Hey gudeman!" and, licking her fingers, 
she twirled her whorl, and cried still louder, 
^< Hey, Johnnie Gaff, there's a wud woman in 
our bed! C!ome and tak* her out immedintly." 

But Johnnie flew still onward, regardless of 
the cool cry of his wife. Auchenbrae heard 



^lAuir slie mid,, and called Id fa^, for goodu^* 
soke tD niate nocilDiiev but >tb come vxaggA Uui 
him a petticoat, for which he would rewaM her# 
On heacing'IdB faoacae maaeuUin^ voice, she waa so 
starded^ that she flung her distaff from h^r, and 
ran down ibe 6taii*, crying ^^ RoUbery and nrarf 
derP' At the same moment, Auchenbrae 
dianced t& observe Johnnie^s best' breeches and 
all the paraphcmidia of the ftill dreas in which 
he attended the jofiagistimtes to church on Suilt 
days, hanging behind the door. His caae admit* 
ted of no delay:- he sprung from the bed, tore 
off the remiunder of his female vestments^ and 
was soon clothed in the garb of the Provost's 
chief halberdier. 

By this time Lud^ Gaff had roused the 
nei^bourhood; the men and children had fol- 
lowed the chase, but the wives joined her: and; 
just as she was leading this army of auxili* 
aries to the stair-fix)t, Auchenbrae made his 
appearance on the top, dressed as her hus^ 
band. 

" Eh! it's my gudeman's wraith,*' cried she, 
and fell back with the tenor of astonishment 



into ihfe arms of one of her kimiiiersi- whflici 
A«tehMbrae, dashing boldly thnwi^ ihem, vfaB 

. Meaiii«^e5 Hia^oe, in total oblhiott<if lisi 
naaBtev's oi^rs^ waa one of the most forward 
and eft^^'the hounds in the hunt; but liia 
sagaeitf had soon apprised' him ithat/they had 
kat die'aeent, and ihut the fooc was earthed. 
Atud«>ua te^'tell Johnnie this, he kept crying 
atood behind him^ ^< Stop^ stop, stop him ! " At 
thia ^tauxare^ ' Knocktrhimiier tmable to repress 
his anxiety to meet .'our heroy was coming down 
the street iiA his disguise, crippling slowly, in the 
twilight The souod struck his ear; and, being 
instantly alarmed, he forgot his assomed in&ni-* 
ities^ and r&n with the speed and agifity so ne- 
cessary to an Outlaw* The chase was turned; 
Jolmniej oa seeing the new game, rushed upon 
Knockwhinnie, and, seiaing him by the collar, 
held him fast. Among the foremost of the 
crowd by whom they were instantly surrounded, 
was Hughoc, who exclaimed, on seeing who was 
takei^ 
^<Eh, what a pity P' and darted away, while 
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the Outlaw was oondocted to the Council 
Chamber. 

In the meantime, Southennan had ascended 
the palace*stairs, and was waiting .in the gallery 
for the Count Dufiroy, who was then engaged 
with the Queen; and, as he was standing there, 
Adelaide came from her own apartment. 
, <^ I have great news for you/' said he, addvess«> 
ing her. ^' This morning, your &ther returned 
from France. We must, without delay, endea« 
your to procure his pardon. Though the Count 
refuses to assist, I trust he will do nothing to 
mar our application.*' 

The news, and the abruptness of the commu-* 
nication, so affected her, that she was for some 
time unable to speak, until relieved by a burst 
of tears. 

i " Where is he ? " was her first exclamation. 
" Let me but see him — take me to him!" / 

Southennan replied, it could not be that 
night; "for," said he, "although it might 
facilitate what we so earnestly desire, were he 
taken, yet a reasonable doubt hangs upon it. If 
taken, he wiU be brought to trial, and the Que^n, 



SO soon after her arrival, will hesitate to inter- 
fere until his trial shall have been completed. 
And should he be found " 

" Oh!*' cried Adelaide; " say not the dread* 
fbl possibility. I will this night myself suppli* 
cate the Queen." 

More she wtjuld have said; but Chatelard 
and Rizzio came into the gallery. And at their 
appearance Southennan softly cried, " Hush ! ** 
and made a signal for her to 1)e silent* 
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CHAPTER VL 

" Now came still evening on, and twilight grey 
Had in her sober livery all things clad.*' 

MILTOir* 

The twilight was idmost faded when Auch* 
enbrae escaped iu the habUiments of Johimie 
Gaff« As he could hardly expect to pass up 
into the town unremarked, he directed his flight 
across the King's Park, and ascended the road 
which led to the chapel of St. Anthony, to wait 
on the mountain until the darkness of the night 
would allow him to return in safety to his 
lodgings. 

The original character of this profligate jdbsjl 
was not without qualities which might have been 
improved into virtues. He possessed, besides 
an impassioned admiration of female beaulyi 
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extreme sensibility to the dmrms of exterhalr 
nature. In the midst of his wildness there was 
'much of poesy, and in consequenee the ecmtri-* 
tion which he sometimes felt for bis licentious- 
ness was often blended with an degance of sen- 
timent, j^trangely, .aa it seemed by its sadness^ at 
variance with tlie tenor of bis life. His excursions 
across the water of Leith had been one of those 
loose and low enterprises in which he sometimes 
recUessly indulged; but the humiliation to which 
he had been exposed at the Palace Gbte, so de- 
rogatory to bis' Urtl^ d^ly mcyfod him when 
tione on the Bolita^ o£ Aithuv^s sent 

:He cDiitinued to ascend th^ hill-i^ntil'te 
reaiched the' suitnnit, and sat dowft lo&kklg 
towardi^- the' West, wheve a faints amber iingo 
slffi^ glowed idong the hmkim. • It >Ms jtM 
eiioi^h' to shew the contotn* of the I^ghtand 
mountains^ and the br%hter and datfce^r masses 
of the rising grounds and the hollows bfitw^en; 
All the dome of the heavehs was nneloaded, 
pia^ atKure^ in which the stars* were ntimerously 
Idftdik^./ Sut whe^ line twil%}ft ^g^ec^ 
h^fetmtal sdiftaks of blade vapottf, recalled 
gloomy assodationsof the free day, as seen froitt 
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inlhin through the bard and gratings of a pri* 
son window. 

- The sullied fancies of Auchenbrae yielded to 
the influences of the scene. The memory of 
youthful times and sunny days and pmrer. 
thoughts returned, and with a feeling of disgust 
at himself, he courted, as it were in revenge.of 
his own folly, sullen resolutions, -not of amend-* 
ment, but to hasten the conclusion of his disho- 
norable career. 

- As he sat in this desolate mood, leaning for*- 
ward with his chin resting upon his- hand, his 
abstraction was broken by the sudden. appari- 
tion ! of a splendid meteor, trailing its golden 
fires in a beautiful arch across the heaVeiis. ' His 
eyes eagerly followed its course, until it w^ sud-* 
denly shattered into momentary stars, and extin- 
guished. He viewed it as an emblem of his 
life, a brilliant promise, ending without falfiling 
one hope of the admiration that had attended 
his outset. 

In these gloomy ruminations the recollection 
of the injury he had done to Knockwhinniewa^ 
one of the keenest and the deepest It was the 
molten fire of the remol^e of the moinenl^ and 



its lurid gleam '«k»Qgecl the hue of his re^ 
ffections. The anguish of its intensity became 
as it were an impulse^ rather than a motive, to 
redeem the past; and he rose with the intentioh 
of proceeding at once to the magbtrates^ to 
acknowledge the extent of his aggression^ and 
afterwards to return to Kilwinning, where he 
had, from the time of the outrage, assumed the 
the garb of the Gistertiafr orders and wherei 
although the great edifice of the monastery had 
been destroyed by the Reformers, many of the 
brotherhood continued to residcv in the village* 
But this determination was, like all the prompt- 
ings of his feeling, an evanescent flash* ThiYHigh-! 
out the kingdom there was^ no longer a religious 
house remaining in which piety or penitence 
could, fmd refuge. His mind was thus turned' 
to consider the state and circumstances of the 
times, and he resumed his seat to reflect in what 
way by them he. might retrieve in some degree 
his- long abandoned ambition for fame. But 
even this flickering of virtue was soon over; the 
tainted habitude of -his thoughts gradually re- 
turned^ and the ^irit of the solitary mountain 



9Xi/i ^ ^^emn hpijr dq?a«j»d. Thci iflopj in- 
g{4ratji|9n of tke sc^e pa^^ nway ; and with the 
cpld p(Qpt^Tqy\f^^Gq, of an ^list's ey^ he looked 
ofily at the; forms. ;ui4 ou^JAes of the m^iterial 
t^iilgsf ^i^G hxax; wiajfg ivhkh, the 4^k 
gi^M^seil ss4, h^ge Uneanfiepts of the city, s|irin- 
kled all ;oyer wj^th lighl^ jbter^ted bis iniiigi- 
nation the most. He traced fimtatdcalre^f^Di* 
blancj^.in. the^i to. the unreal creatlpos of 
necromancy; but still, as often as he embodiijed 
these dr^an^y imagtef, something haunted him 
of a melancholy cast. The eiqotion he ha^^ felt 
was, it is tru<^ at rest^ but it was like the calm 
pf the sea, which reflects all objects above ai^d 
around it. Above and around him were the 
solemnities of the heavens and the earth, the 
ocean and the murmurings of a great city^. ;J1 
in the shadows and m}^teries of n^t. 

By this time the glow in the w^t was wtirely 
faded, and he.waa admonished by a faiot bright- 
ening in the eastern horizon that he ought to 
seek his lov^ging before the moon rose^ ,mA 
w)^e th^r^ w^ yet dar^^ 4^ th^ .stilts to 
eonceal his ^isgiiiseic He accordingly retui^p^ 



'doum ifrom tiie hnofw ef the MSf and hastened 
by aU the crooks wyndd in which h^ i¥as least 
eitposed to observation, to the house of his kins- 
Woman, which he reached timnolested. But just 
8S he was on the point'of entei^g to ascend the 
stair, he was met by J<^nnie Gaff and Hughoc^ 
and Southehnan himoself, all proceeding to the 
Council Chamber. 

The boy was the first who observed him^ and 
exclaimed, 
* << Oh Laird, here *s anither officer f ^ 

With an instinctive gra^, J<^nie Gaff in* 
stantly seized the fugitive with both his hands. 
Auchenbrae, being a more powerfhl man, might 
easily have disentangled himself fiK»n the tall 
tmd meagre halberdier, but his good genius 
was at that time hovering at hand, and he 
submitted to be taken prisoner without an 

^ Who is it ? * exclaimed Southennan. 

«Oh, Christal! it's Friar Michael," replied 
flfaghoc. 

<* Its the deevil incarnate in pro. pet. and my 
bedtlnreeks and coat/' exclaimed Johnnie Gaff; 
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for his wife had in the meantiine informed him 
of the robberyV^'biit Clootie hae his mO, o' 
me' if Ke slips through ray fingers afore I hae 
him forenent the Provost, Bailies, and Council 
of the Burgh o' Embro^ to answer in forop 
for haimsncken in the house o' Kinlochk and 
stouthrief in mine. My wc»d, but ye'rebraw 
in you barrow^t feathers ! bnt ye diall mak a 
eessy bdmrumj before tfa^ night be an hour 
aulder." 

Auchenbrae was not acquainted with South- 
ehnan,' but discerning by the lights of one of 
the bowetis which had been redently put up in 
the' streets for lamps, his gentlemanly bearing 
and garb, said, ' ' 

<^ Sir, by your appearance I am emboldened 
to claim your protection. I beg you will, there- 
forcj request this rude fellow to renlove his 
hands : I give you my honour to fdlow him 
quiedy ; but I will not submit to be treated as a 
common sorner. ' I am a gentleman.''^ 

Against this appeal Johnnie clamorously te* 
moristrated, v^iting a tirade of 'maledictions 
and. accusations, interlarded with Latin, so ex^ 
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travagam^' tliat ereti Aoche&brae himidf could 
not jnesev^e the gravity suitable to his »taation. 
Sodtkenium ka^hcd keaftUy, and told Johnnie 
tliat be woidd be answerable for the quiet at- 
tendance of his prisoner. 

« Weel, Sir," replied Johnnie, a little soft- 
ened by the manner of Southennan, *^ since 
ye'll no be an amicus coorie^ and help me, ye 
maim gie me caudon jvdicg sisty^ afore I can 
part wi' him ; and a consideration as a solatiuinj 
for the dami^ and detrima^t done to my 
bree^." 

Southennan drew his purse, and presented 
Johnnie with a piece of money; at the sight of 
which Hughoc exclaimed, 

<^ Oh mAD, but ye hae your ain ludi ! " 

<< Hush ! '* said his master, << take no notice 
of what I do.*' 

" Steek your eyne, ye deevil's buckie," said 
Johnnie soothed by the Kberality of SouUi- 
ennan, adding jocularly, << it 's an unco thing 
that a man canna earn an hcmest penny in 
this woacld, without stirring up an ammus if^ 

VOL. II. n 
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Matters being thus accommodated the party 
proceeded to the Council Chamber, and as 
Auchenbrae walked with Johnnie, the children 
remarked as they passed along, ^< Eh ! hasna' 
the town gotten a new Johnnie OaiF? '' 
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'. Ctt^PTER.VIL 

" Courts can give nothing to the wise and good 
But scorn of pomp and love of solitude." 

YOUNG. 

It is now necessary to explain what had come 
to pass in the meantime, after Hughoc had seen 
the arrest of Knockwhinnie. His own neglect of 
his master's injunctions was recollected with 
alarm, and he ran back to the Palace, in case 
he should have been missed. He was there» 
however, long before his master made his ap« 
pearance at the portal. 

Southennan had been detained by Count Du- 
froy, who almost immediately after Chatelard 
and Rizzio had joined Adelaide and him in 
the gallery, came from his audience with the 
Queen. The Count, on approaching them, 
discpvered something embarrassed in the apr 
pearance of Adelaide and our hero, and rightly 
D 2 
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conjectured that the other two had come upon 
them unexpectedly. Being a clear-sighted man 
of the world, he perceived that it would not be 
fit, before the intruders, as he deemed them, to 
inquire the cause of the perplexity, which was, 
indeed, as obvious to them as to himself. He 
accordingly said to Adelaidei that the Queen 
was alone, and he would conduct her to her 
Majesty, giving, at the same time, a significant 
lodk to Southennan, to intimate that he would 
i^etum to h^. He then took Adelaide by the 
l^and to lead her away, and was followed to the 
(toor by Chatelardj^ who evidently intended to 
go in with them; but the Count stopped before 
openipg it» and, turning round, ^aid, with a 
c^Hmtenance pf cool dignity^ 

" The Queen has given directions respecting 
the hours when she will receive her private com- 
pany. I Mve not had time to make her com* 
Qiands k^own to the household; byt yoa will 
have th€^ goodnessi in the meantime,, to obey 

. Chatelard retu^e^ in coosideraUe confi^^ioii 
towards our Imo aiiid lUzzio, but did not remain 
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long with them. On some pretence of buiiiiess 
to be done before supper, he retired to his own 
apartment 

During this short scene, Rizzio, in a look 
which he gave to our hero» disclosed a degree of 
exultation of which the cause was not apparent; 
but, as soon as Chatelard quitted the gallery, 
the Italian took hold ct Southennan by the arm^ 
and led him into the buy of one ci the remotest 
windows. 

*^ This,'* said he, alluding to the oommunicd^ 
tioA which the Count Dufroy had made to Gha- 
telaid, " was becoming necessary.'' 

** Why? how, necessary? ^ . 

Rizzio then uM him, that he had deemed it 
his duty to acquaint Dufiroy of what he had ol>- 
iserved in die freedom with which Chatelard 
often regarded the Queen ; and diat that just and 
correct nobleman had expressed to him a deters 
mination to speak to her Majesty on the Sub- 
ject. 

« He has done so, I doubt not,*' said South*- 
ennan ; " and the order he has received is the 
fruit." . 
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«^I tfimk so'tooj'^^plied Rl2«k); ^< and it 
i^hbws^ tbftt het Maj^ty iftay be advised, ^ven 
ih h^r passions.*' 

** It does inofe, in my opinion," saSd South- 
ennati^ ^ it sh6ws iihat she doed tkoi entertain 
ffaM; atttadunent t(4rieh you sus^^ted.'^ 
' '^'-^Do Jrou think so?*' inqiifred Rmio, with 
one of his dark, sinister, keen, pierdi^ looks. 

w What ebe Aould I tMnk?^' 

Riisl^ at once a^ssuined faii^ more usiliil mask 
of gaiety, and replied, wiAt a dfisengaged smile, 

'^ I should have thought, Soutfaennan, that 
you had known more of woman. May ndclhis 
very order of the Queen have befen given ofnly 
to lull the suspicions of die County aiid to pre- 
vent her partiality from being discovered. It fe 
-oat so diffi<*ult to arrange an intercom^ fltiit 
may not be observed, and at the same time to 
keep this assurance of decorum to the eye.'* 

" You judge too suspiciously of the sex,** was 
Southemian^ answer, expressed in a tone'oP re- 
serve] for there was something ih the address 
^ieb'Riezio had displayed in the affair, -so vfety 
like design, that he did not much jRke it tt had 



been hi reiaolutioa to k^p aloof fraia iJl ccairt 
iyurigi% »iwi M wa^. a Uttle trpubled to find 
himself so near the hazard of beu^ig involved in 
oaoi^ jq£ tibe deep^^ perhaps mosft dangerous. 

«^Bttt, Southennan> let me a^ you one ques- 
tion," said Eiz^io, " You. have told me of your 
attachmepi? to. Adelaide^ and its hopelessness 
whil^ hersj.so pwii&st for Chatelard^ continues; 
and yet, when we came in upon you just now, 
0)fiFe were tears and confidence^ and ath«* very 
loyier-rlil^j^ympftwis b^ty^reen you: >vhatwik&the 
q^use?" ■ . . . . 

... Southennan had preserved, with aH but the 
Count and Adelaide) a studied sQancq with re- 
^{^tto Knockwhinnie, aldiough, oncq Qr twice, 
J^e ^ad almost resolved to take the advice of Ri^s-^ 
,^1 fc^ whose remarkable discernment and dex- 
terity of. iTj^agement he had a high opinion* 
This qpestwn decided him; and he laid the 
wbofe,<2dse, before the Italian. , 
.. S^z^io, . listened with great attention.^ He 
m^f^^ no. observatiojft ^hile Southennan was 
j^)^}^mg; but when our hero esfproased. his 
vK^n^er at the .pductawe evinced by Count 
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Dufroy to interfere with, the outlawry^ he 
onoe or twice looked eagerly, as if something 
was passing in his mindj and a smile, not ex- 
pressive of any satis&ction, but of some intel- 
lectual ocxiception, mantled on his features. It 
indicated no pleasure; it betrayed no mirth, nor 
the anticipation, of any enjoyment; but it evinced 
a profound feeling of satisfaction; for the comn 
tenance of this gifted adventurer was transparent 
to the movements of his mind; and, although 
few young men were possessed of equal self- 
command, yet, when his reflections were ani- 
mated^ his countenance could not hide their 
complexion and character. 

After Southennan had concluded the story, 
there was a short pause, during which Rizzio 
appeared thoughtful. At last he said slbwly,^ 
but without hesitation, 

" This Count Dufroy is incomprehensible ; 
he hath notions unlike those of other men ; he 
is governed by motives that I cannot understand. 
He. is apt as most men to the frailties of our na- 
ture, and yet his mind is not accessible by the 
influence of any object to which at any time he 
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seems attached. There is about him an imim* 
pressible probity; He has the ear and the confi- 
dence of the Queeii : he was the very master of her 
late husband, Francis. Altogether, he is not aman 
to be dealt with like others about the Court; for 
in his courtiership he hath rather impaired than 
enlarged his estate: and since he came to Scot- 
land, he hath made no endeavour to obtain 
power, contenting himself with being the friend 
and pei^on^l counsellor of the Queen, in matters 
purely of private conduct*'* 

" You have given,'* rejoined Southennan, " a 
vivid picture of a good great man.'* 
. <* He is so," said Rizzio; " but I caimot ima- 
gine the existence of a man who has not hid 
weaknesses, although I have not yet been able 
to discover in which of his heels the Count Du» 
firoy is vulnerable." 

Southennan looked inquisitively at Rizzio. It 
struds him as something wonderful, that one 
who could claim nothing for parentage and but 
little for advantage of person, should speak of 
the most accomplished man of the age, and who 
was no less able than honourable, as if he con- 
d5 



l^plated "die {k^ttflbtiky of vtdutmg him iiiti> 
da fetgent. He repr^fiflsd) hoivever, dbe surpriiQ 
with which he was so afFectedy and inquil*ed vihat 
Rkzio thought the cause might be^ whidk ren- 
dered Da&oy so averse to any mitigiition in the 
utihappy 6iroutnstanees of Knockwfahinie. 
' '^If,^ replied Rizzio, *^ he were a man nmob 
addiidted to the pageantries of the churchy I wodd 
say religion ; but, being, as he is^ a gentlcmtoi 
of fi'ee barriage, I must call it honour. Hod 
Knockwhinnie challenged him to open oanbat, 
and done him ten times the injury in the lists, 
it would have been generously forgiven; but the 
clandestine dagger is, I suspect, the cause that 
hath made the attack base in his opinion. He 
accounts, or I am very wrong in my guessing, 
Knockwhinnie a man naturally prone to take 
unfair advantages. I have met with some few 
men like the Count, both in France and Italy, 
who have stoutly set themselves against self-re- 
dressers, and who stand resolutely for the re- 
storation of jurisprudence, which hath so long 
been hidden in the sepulchres of imperial Rome. 
These are the leaders of the age, and are doing 



dmigit fop^mll ffoiu^' . - ./ , ,. 
r /£l«i»tUenpin st^itikl at bearing ;lbis^;b^ an- 
ceiTedritlitw^.^qiqKiesible tfaM piie tmsteii.vith 
the pcwBte iDm&xaspdndeBCQ pf the Qiieen» her- 
aalf'.sa&rminheV'adhereiaiQQ to the Pope^ i^uld 
luild o^i^iiiian^ .so pecnicioii^ to the cause gf the 
iohiifdkp^BtU(h^liiid ooKt^pof^iinity pf making 
saky aDSiRsc^flfor M that ja^omeat the Couot re- 
.liitaiedfiroifL«tbe^iieto'jkafi9;pto 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

" Know thy own point : this land, this dae degree 
Of blindness, weakness. Heaven bestows on thee." 

POPS. 

Rizzio had obsenred the edfect wfaidi bis free 
thought had produced on Southennan, but the 
Count's entrauce deprived him of an opportunity 
then of extenuating or explaining the sentiments 
he had expressed* He was conscious that he 
had said a little more than our hero was ripe 
for, and that it would be necessary to take some 
step to regain the ground which he had so inad- 
vertently lost in his good opinion. This induced 
him somewhat abruptly to retire. 

" I have observed of late, Southennan," said 
Dufroy, as he came towards him, " that Rizzio 
and you have become great friends. If you can 
keep your mind independent, and use your ears 
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and eyes well with him, he will prove a valuable 
confidant : but take caiie of ycnirself." 

^^ How, my Lord ? In what way should I take 
care of taayself?** 

« Oh!" replied lhe Cknmt carelessly, « I 
have pcarh^ used a wrong term. I only meant 
to imply that Rizzio is a clever ambitious ad* 
venturer, and may be a little lefthanded in his 
ways of working, by. which your natural inge* 
nuousness may be brought into trouble. You 
were never intended to thrive by Court in» 
trigues." 

Southemian replied : ^< It is odd that Rixzio 
has just been giving me a description of your 
Lordship's character, and it was something more 
fliattering than what you have said of him. But 
i must not tell: you, though I account it no 
Inreacfa of confidence to speak of the good opinion 
one holds of another." 

" Then I am honoured," said the CJount, 
."with the good (pinion of Rizzio. Verily,^if 
iie spdse his true sentiments, it is something to 
be proud of, for I have never seen a man pos- 
sessed of such acute perception of character as 
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that Italian, He 6nj6y$ grfeat' gifts: lib oidy 
weakness, and it is one xiot tmcommoii to per^ 
Sons of low origin, is tb be too sensitive to 
slights from superiors. This Sddttish Conrt i^ 
quires a different temperament The toVereigil 
herself is here not safe from rudeness, and these 
old Barons, widi their wide heaths' axA \<mg 
pedigrees, are not likely to spare Rizzio from the 
inilicdons of their pride. Be you therefore 
watchful how you become interwt)ven with hb 
affairs ; for depend npon it, he is a man who 
will make difficulties for himself." And without 
pausing he added ; << and so Knodcwhinnie 
hsL^ come again. I hare left Adelaide widi the 
Queen, intreating the remission of his out- 
lawry.*' 

" I hope,'* said Southennan mote simply than 
Accorded with his general intell^OTce^ ••that 
your Lordship will not interpose your influence 
against her suit" 

The Count stepped a pace or two backward, 
and for the space of a minute or so, looked at 
Southennan with a proud and somewhat stem 
aspect Our hero was unconsdous of the difence 



Hi.4?c«ksevA^^)ce ^^ijj^ed ^t the efifect tl^^jba^ 
prodiK?^., But .Pufrojr ofjsfsirying hij^^, ^^]?^ 
tba^ ,519 >q(feRCiQ; was {intended,, and sflidj,jWfr 
obaticallv* / ' 

., ,^*»H§,}s jbe?;.:%tb?r^aad I am one of those w^ 
h^ t^ ti^iijif.^atare to be indbs^lubl^. i^yfn>by 

, ,.ff 1 »ir^iJ4 ^he^^adyowadvxx^acy .to he^phwy" 
«^45 jSpij^bwpftn. ;. " the wrst de^ pf Knc^n 
^hibi^ .wius.hi^,. attempt on your life, and it 
fpraqg ^fK^ the ofF^ndied feelings of a true an^ 
loviflg 4w^ur^^' . 

. «^I)ay4j|u,thh3ifc'? said th^ Count, withsom^ 
se^§rit^,^' that I am actuated by a resentful 
remembrance of his attempt/' 
r;v^^>Q^ m^jT I answer that^ my Lord: it is 
t^SKvwn poly, Ip God and yourself But, and I 
ti^.'iTiy.&wkuess will not pffend, I have 
thought your reluctance to mediate for his 
1^4011; DitigHt be dictated by some sentiment 
pa^ fip of,i:esent3nent and a sense of wrong." 
:«<^S| ^i^qOiPli^, yoyr candour^ and I trust you 
will fh^^i^pfis. tbe best quality in the mind of 
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a tium in your stadoV replied the Count 
'* But I fear Knockwbinnie is one of tbo90 
iriolent men who have survived a turbulent age^ 
and are only to be treated as unfit to share in 
the reciprocities of a better-ordered society. 
Towards Knockwhihnie, how should it be 
thought of me that I am ruled by resentment ? 
Have I not made his child my own, when his 
own rashness caused the forfeiture of his station 
in the worlds and deprived him of the power of 
protecting her? Had his lady lived, she too 
could have borne witness how greatly I have 
endeavoured to appease the anger of her fitther^ 
who considered her as a deserted wife. Had I 
been the brother of Knockwhinnici more I could 
not have done to disarm the sufferings of those 
who were dearest to him. But had he been my 
brother, I would not have looked with less auste- 
rity on the contempt of honour and justice, that 
was in the base guilt of assassination. His 
attempt, though it failed, was not the less 
criminal/' 

The Count delivered these few sentences so 
earnestly^ that Southennan did not venture to 
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make him any answer, but only acknowledged 
the hi^-mindedness of the speaker by a pro- 
found and respectful bow. He perceived that 
the mind of the Count was as Rizzio had de« 
scribed it, inaccessible, at least by the means of 
ordinary persuasion, and he refi*ained from 
farther solicitation. He thought, indeed, that 
it was useless to commimicate to a man so lofty 
and firm of purpose the wish of Knockwhumie 
to be admitted to an intendew; and accordingly, 
after a few short general remarks on indifferent 
topics, he wished Dufroy good night, and left 
the Palace. 

Southennan had scarcely quitted the gallery, 
when Chatelard made his appearance. On ob- 
serving the Count he hesitated t9 advance, and 
was on the point of retiring, when several other 
gentlemen of the household entered, and re* 
Heved him from the embarrassment he felt at 
encountering him alone. Their presence, in-^ 
deed, so far emboldened him, that he advanced 
towards Dufroy with as much of his former ease 
as he could assume ; for the rebuff he had met 
with at the door of the Queen's apartment had 
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aj^rised btfiv.tjiat hi^ hehaviQur tofwitrds hei^ 
Majesty had been noticed, and the conscious* 
n^ss of thii p^l^xed hini vith. a diffidence un- 
usual' U)^ his cbaracten . 

. . Tha Count, hoMrever^ received bin^ ivitb his 
cii$toinary urbanity, and adverting to the conxif 
mand.vbich be had been ordered to convnu* 
nicatB to. those who enjoyed ther honour of 
the Queen's private suppers, led him aside^ a^ 
with a tone of friendly, anxiety, told him, that 
Urn order hod been given in consequwce.of his 
indiscretion* 

** It is not," said Dufroy, ** conmumdable im 
tjbose who rec^ve instances of ix)yal condescen- 
sion to presume upon them* The &vo(m«.iof 
princfs must not be jEamiliarly accepted;, and £pr 
a worthy reason, they can only be conferred iOnr 
sk few^ and are thereby rare, apd hcvumrAble* 
^ Ben McyeBt/s gradpus nature ,Iike the li^tiof 
the day, and the dews pf the. evening, hfith i^ it 
an impartial beneficence, e$x vwrer^ quality^ 
that is marred by those, .who would eiigvosst 
more than their due: pvoporli^nft. Xtb^seeck 
you, Chatelard, to look well to this; for the 



bird Is oRdi SsatM that fli^ tbo hi^c^iii'tflfe 

* ' He passicta by^hich* tJie your^ PiietofchHiatt 
was animated had in it mbre'of dterife'aifid dim 
bitioh' than bf tclndettiesd. Its prdiftptiAgS' -^ere 
boJd'ari5 cburageous, but the detection of it'dis- 
tUribed hfaf setf-jpoa3essi6n; tsftiU the tbkerf he'hrid 
teceSVed df Mary's preference, as he bellei^d it^ 
teew him off his guftid, and almost precipitate 
liim, notwithstanding the kindness of the ftd-- 
irtbiiishment, to answer Ike Count fro'iVM'dlyi 
who, however, before he had time to- niake ikiiy 
i^ply; ^dded— 

' '* I see you db not relfeh my counsel^ I cm^ 
fcherdbre, bnljr bid you beware. Recollect ybu 
stre' Observed, and a i*ebuke froih h^ M^cls?ty 
«ffll 'destroy you." 

With tbesfe words Dttfroy retired, And Chate* ' 
fctri^ ^yitig him strperdllously ^ be^wrfelkiBd tt)^ 
^AttLsJtlife dobr of the gallery, muttered to him- 
$0f "niih a sneer bf scornful bravery-^ 
-' >^ Yes| if she does rebuke me!'' So much 
M^he^aftready in&tua^ed* 
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CHAPTER IX. 

*' Thou shalt be punislied for tiius frighting me ; 
For I am siclg and capable of fean ; 
Oppress'd with wrongs, and therefore full of fears ; 
A widow, husbandless, subject to fears ; 
A woman; naturally bom to feara." 

BHAK8PSARB« 

In the meantime Adelaide had been intreadng 
the Queen for the pardon of her father, with all 
the earnestness of affection and anxiety. Mary 
had heard something of his story, and with the 
gentle compassion of the female heart, she saw 
not the attempted assassination in those dark 
hues of guilt with which it appeared to the high 
and masculine mind of the Count; she waa, in 
consequence, on the point of promising her 
consent to the reversal of the outlawry, when 
Dufroy again appeared in her presence. 

** This is a sad tale which my poor Adelaide 
has been telling,^ said her Majesty to his^; 
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^ fafut as the intentite failed, it cannot' he oon- 
sistent with justice to let the law always endure 
in its rigour against her unfcirtunate &ther. 
What think you?" 

" If the ^leen,** replied the Count, "desires 
my opinion, simply as a man, perhaps I should 
acknowledge the mercifulness of your Majesty's 
sentiments, especially as I bear no malice 
agmnst Knockwhinnie; on the contrary, I feel 
all manner of Christian pity for him. But I 
hare crossed the seas with better purposes than 
tp counsel the remission of offences, which can- 
not be suffered with impunity, without damaging 
^e frame and cement of society." 

Adelaide heard him with sorrow, and dasp* 
ing her handjs, looked imploringly at the Quee% 
who pensively regarded her for a moment, and 
then addressed the Count — 

"Is not mercy consistent with justice, when 
the guilty intent has not been performed ? " 

Dufiroy replied with more than his wonted 
deference, but with firmness — 

" Your Majesty may pardon ; and I doubt 
nal the prerogative of mercy is too delicious in 



epoti^p^^d surprise^ ^»| ■.. . 

, ^ « ypu thejj thiifk," ^dj sl>6^,^ tiia^ tl}^r«rn»3^, 

bq wx)r in mercy in this case ?7 , ... |^ .,f) t ^j 

The Queen turned her ^y^ ^^ jejfhj^^^ 
ipwards Adelaidcj^ and said^ i^th ,t|tie^%sj(..<)f^ 
cent^ of commiseration^ . / ;, . ,, .,t^ .j 

" AJas ! here is a wis^ and^^|t;Ka^ I<)^^i 
nowned for his equity and h^uQur ; be jt^n]^.^ 
^^y not unbliuned comply with joijur J^ecQ^p^W 
solicitation ! Hajth not, *' addressmg tJie Q^vffi 
aj^iin, she tenderly subjoinedy^^ Mercjr* ngr, ](<Q]^ 
been ever esteemed the gracefulle§t.^^^^ ^f«^ 
virtues? but, if she may not always sdt ^^^^n^^ 
councils, can she be indeed a virtue ? This vi^fX^, 
touches me with the anguish , of ^:^ce^di{i^^^e£ 
What is the recompense of iny,ah^iac^ <^?^ 
tion, if all show of warmth from others must bf 
rejected, and all kind inclinations rcjpigs^^^ 
my own bosom? Truly, tibe .sovere^.;(]f tUp 
stormy and inclement realm hatt^^ul; fdb^ ,^-; 
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c6tiiSgfem€nt%Vuie'tW^ gentlerifeS; But^dlfe^' 
minutes have elapsed since j^ott exlibrfed'irfe 4i6* 
rebuke die aJ-ilbut of CJmtela^d ; arid What Was 
his offence ? He loved not' wisely ! As if such 
16re'#<feffe iidt' (or its hopelessness more entitled 
to the charity of paMon, than to be cast ihtb 
the peril of punishment." 

'Iftie 'inil&ie^ arfd the tone of rfegret with 
wlficif file 'Queen expressed herself, alarmed the 
jealousy of Adelaide, who, in the emotion of the 
if^iafettt^fergothirfittier. The Count also was 
^ufpftffeed; 'fi)r her Wfajesty had professed to him- 
fiiMF'fterYexatiori'at the obtrusive freedom with 
iAnUx' tiie^in&tuated f^renchman sometimes 
mtid td approach hier, and had readily assent- 
ed t«i tiie regnlatioii for rfestrictihg the admis- 
i^fefe'tdO freely aB6wed to her domestic apart- 

'*-*^*lfew'da^ci6us'fc \^oman!*' thought he. 
<*^is% possible that the restriction which pru- 
4<SiCer^ibd^di^^nSl^ equally required, can have 
l^o^iialtlfeffiitiiy interest for that audacity which is 
^ ^fe^r fiiaiflg«t by permitting Chatelard 
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But before he ccdid r^ly the Prior of St. 
Andrews was announced, whose ^aid detneanoni! 
and sober courtesies had always a serious effiict 
on the Queen ; for although he was a person of 
many ^rtues, there was yet a colleeted method 
in his mannery nrfiki^ notwitbstaacyng the de* 
cided esteem which he was held in 'hf her Ma* 
jiesty, checked the freedom whidi she allowed to 
herself with Dufroy and many othescs; His ge^ 
nius, notwithstanding the defect o£ his basturdy, 
awed Mary ; and in his presence she felt, as it 
were, a shadow upon her -gaiety* At this partis* 
culfdr time, her mind wa^ mote moved to melan** 
choly than to mitth ; -but still his appearance 
1^ a saddening and repressing ^Bsct» especidUy 
when, aftar stadng to^her hk wish for a private 
audience, (upon which Dufroy and Adekide 
retired) he mentioned with solemnity that he 
had been requested by the leading Protestant 
divines, to solicit her Majesty to cause a strider 
observance of decorum to be enforced among 
her household* 

*^ Unseemly brawb,'* said the Prior^ ** have 
taken place at the very portal of the Palace; and 
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the town is amazed that irach tumults should, by 
any accident, be permitted. During the lifetime 
of heir late Majesty, your royal mother, it was 
otherwise managed : she was a lady of sedate 
manners, and, although a stern adversary of the 
Reformation, yet naone could impute the blemish 
of any lightoess to her deportment. She did 
more for her faith, by the purity and temperanee 
of her conduct, than by her armies and the arms 
of France." 

The Queen appeared greatly affected, even to 
distress, by this communication. Tears rushed 
into her eyes, and she exclaimed, in a tone that 
partook more of indignation than of sorrow, 

<^ Ah, me ! what shall I do? I can stifle and 
sftcrifice' my own wishes ; but how? can I satisfy 
a.people that claim from me a severity which 
Heav^i' has been pleased to deny me the power 
{^exercising. In my house there has been no 
irregularity." 

*/ Alas 1 " said the Prior, " I beseech you not 
to deceive yourself with such flattery, for it is 
rumoured that you evince a. favour for the 

VOL. II. E 
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Frenduoan ChateUird, tbnA assorteth not well 
iwid> your roylJly/* . r 

« b it cQinetp that?" cried Mary, roused by 
an acciisatmi of, .which her. heart acquitted :he]^; 
^' has lite young wan.already made himself such 
enienue$ tibat they so op&aiy desire hiis ruin 2 " 

^' It is not so. It is. only your Majesty that is 
blamed for a carriage toiwards. him. mimutid>le to 
your dignity." .... 

The freedom of this speech offended her ; her 
lips became pale^.her colour fled, and her eyes 
sparkled with anger, as she readied, 

<^ Jain6s Stuart, forget not the carriage that 
belongs to yourself! Toxhange in any respect 
the wonted customs of my house .wouLi be' to 
acknowledge they had not been innocent.: go 
and. telt. those who sent you to rebuke me so, tl^t 
t. will, witiiout their counsel, uphold my dignity; 
and let them show me more oflheu* duty. Here 
hath been a poor maiden supplicating, a grace 
tor her &ther, who but only attempt^, an of- 
fence, and I am warned that there may be guilt 
in granting her petition ; then this same French** 
man of whom you speak, hath but o£bndedvby 
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excess of loyalty, and I must forsooth, for to 
that end such counselling tends, drive him 
from my service, and put myself under the re- 
straints of a gloomy captivity. Call you this 
royalty ? Tell me wherein I am a Queen ? Oh ! 
wherefore did I come to this bleak land of rocks 
and harder hearts ! ^ 

" Hear me, madam/* replied the Prior,- re- 
spectfully ; " by duty,. and the. dearer claim of 
blood j I entreat your Majesty not' lb fet saich 
words escape you, even in the hearing of these 
walls!'/ 

" God help me ! " cried the Queen, bursting 
into a flood of tears ; «*^ what «haU I do? An or- 
phan ! a widow ! while yet too yoong to be a, 
wife, almost without a friend ! But I will not 
thus be schooled ; I have not been the worship* 
ped Qae&ik of Frahc^, t6 bear the unmannerly 
demajids of those, that should obey me. Tha^t is 
my answer ;" and with these words ^be abruptly 
rstired into an iim^ chamber. 
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CHAPTER ». 



' pltw:e and greatness, millions of ftdse 'ey^s ' '^ ' 
Are stuck upon tliee 1 vohimea of report 
Run with these false and most contrarious gues^ 
Upon thy doings ! thousand 'scapes of wit * 
Make thee tibe father of their idle dream. 
And rack thee in their fancies." 

SHAKIPEAim. 



The Prior of St Andrew's had not long re- 
tired, when the Abbot of Kilwinning, attended 
by Father Jerome, came to beg an audie^ce'of 
the Queen, and were at once admitted. It was 
evident to them, that she had been recently agi- 
tated ; the traces of distress were visible on her 
countenance, and there was an air pf dejection 
in her appearance, which rendered heir more 
interesting than when her beauty was un- 
clouded. 

^* Madam,** said the Abbot, approaching to- 



SOUTHENNAK. 77 

wards her, " I fear the errand! am come upon 

will-not be acceptable to your Majesty." 

, . " Then,'* replied the Queen dejectedly, « come 

with it to-morrow; for in truth I am very sad. 

I have had enough of such errands to-night. 

But I must endure my. lot Alas ! it promised 

once to be a brighter and happier.'* 

; Father Jerome softly whiq)ered to the Abbot, 

reminding him lliat their business was urgent, and 

tlie Queen, partly over-hearing him, subjoined, 

^^ But if the matter presses, I am ready to 
hear it.*' 

The Abbot dien briefly recapitulated Knock- 
whinnie's story, which had been so recently re- 
lated to her, and she exclaimed impatiently, 

" All this I know; but what can I do in it?** 

" The unhappy man has been this evening 
taken,** said the Abbot, "and is now in the 
cuistodyof the city officers: his offence is less 
than it seemed, for the blow which he aimed at 
the Count Dufroy was intended for another.** 

" How doth that lighten his guilt ? It rather 
magnifies it; seeing that in his rashness he at- 
tempted the life of one that was blameless.** 
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«Ev» so,*^ reiflied the Abbotj «b«it h^ had 
such provocntiim: tluit' justice almost Wamtnted 
Im mt&iidoik. The flum who 'did him fhe wrong 
i&jilsD^in oosto^ and hath adoiowledged hb 

<<.But Father Abbot, how comes it that you 
are moving itidii$businefl5?^' 

The Abbot m Teply in&nn^ the Queen, 
that Soufibemiaa had imqged biia oh behalf of 
I^BOckwhimpe to isdidt. the reverjsal of the 
QUtlawiT. . 

" My aged brother here," said he, " is of his 
household, and your Majesty hath not in all the 
west country a better subject than Southennan; 
nor ^e ehurdi a truer son. He s»it at this 
late hour to beg my laciediatioii, with strong 
assurances of faithful service could the boon be 
detained/' , . 

^^ Southennan ! " said the Queen ; ^^ is it the 
same that is so often here? Ah nbw I know the 
motive of his idsits, Adelaide. Good Father 
Abbot, I am mudi inclined to compassionate 
the unfortunate Knockwhinnie : but I fear he 
must go fiiBt to triaL I may not unblamed, 



until He hath piissed the ordeal^ grant I^m grace. 
I am stai: top young in this land to venture on 
any measure which may not accofd with the 
rude temper of the people. There has^ been 
much preaching among them of late, as I 
am tbld^ cohceming the impunity idloWed to 
breaches of the law, and the sel&revenging of 
private wrongs. ; It hath scared the mercy-dove 
&om off the sceptre. But what I may da without 
offending justice, shall be done, wer^ it coily td 
help the suit of Southennan with my gentle 
Adelaide, and win from her foi* him some pbr- 
Uoa of that r^ard ^ich she throtvs away oh 
Chatelard." 

' The Abbot and Father Jerome at these words 
^s^changed significant looks, which the Queen 
sharply observrng, said, > 

'' And has the story spread to yiou ? '* 

"I. crave pardon, Miadam," said the Abbot, 
« but it is my duty to repott, that this night it 
has been said that Chatelard was distinguished 
by some signal act of yout royal fevour.'' 

« 'Tis false.'* 

*«We,'* said the .Abbot thoughtfully, "the 
true and ancient brethren of the church, account 
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it an inventioa pf.the. her^t^^ to hil^mishyimr 
Ma}.est7aQ the eye* .ofy<)ur, fn^ophj whom thfey 
drive and do^opr s^.ih^y l]3t,.lAe ^fotvas aoioi^ 
sheep.*' ■ * , ,'....' A 

*' It argues,** replied the Qi}^n>with^'Q]Bi^aai^ 
^^mdre honour in the 'piK>f^ss6|3^of a^r l^th/lo. 
discreet >9€h bakfid ^ilanders. vTPii^re >cafei be 
no rectitpde in the- jnuujs of. tbon^ who pr^p»^ 
gate, such iojuriciSr It.,i^. tp tbepi I.owe the 
malice that hath environed my throi^ wi^ so 
many fears and menaee9»" ... 

<* Your, MiyesQr speaks great , truth,'' replied 
the Abbot,; ^* but things so troubled as they 
are at present cannot long remain ^sa The 
divisions that w^re amongst us, are healiii^ and 
by your countenance we hope to see the Qimch 
again uplift her baimer in Scotland »fis higlras 
it ever wav^d before. She is but, as the sun 
labouring with eclipse; the darlqiess which 
intercepts her light must soon pass»" .; 

*" Would it may be so," said ,tb^ Queen; 
^^ but those unhozzled spirits, t^a^- work in 
darkness, grow daily bolder; and all 'the sijBpns of 
the times augur success to them." 
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<< It must be ito, x^Ilst' there is no manly 
will to goVerfl liWln ^tideaVoiiis. thfe Prior of 
St. Andr€i¥% tvfco- is' so ne^r of kin to your 
Majesty, bath openly espoused the cause of tiie* 
sdiismatiesi ahdtbey^r^on on his fevour With 
youi* Maj€istyi^ Ibr great things/' 

" They«tidll be tkught betteir; t&ey meddle 
to(> m^dv' t^ith'^hat txMcerns m&. But I km 
only ft'^'WeAk and inexperienced womaii V* said 
the Queen, i ' ' 

" Yes;" replied the Abbot, echoing the bad- 
ness {n thfi^-tcMe of her last csxpression, <^and 
thermn we '][)ltf nly discern where our cause is 
most infirm. Would I might venture to tell 
your 'Mkjfesty frfeely irtiat we dread and what 
wed^ik?'' 

«* Le« me hear it,* cried the Queen; " ihy 
heart is-Open 'to all petitions, and my ears are 
greedy of ^vice;'* 

The Abbot,' aftei' a short pause, said with 
great 'a|9(>areht humility. 

"It h&tHbeen a suggestion amongst us, to 
pray your Majesty to lighten your cares by di- 
viding them with a consbrt*' 
E 5 



1)2 soirTiiBKBriur.p 

^ Verily,'^ said the Queen, with ft smile, 
^^ this is not the season for mateh-makii^. We 
ase still too much in the blast and shower : the 
0iati]ig time is only in the spring days, when, 
boughs.ore btiddii^ and meadows green. But 
the night is far iadyanced; I pray you, therefore. 
Father Abbot, to come betimes in the moiiiing, 
and the matter of your errand shall then be duly 
CQoaidetred; meantime, iet nie be remembered 
in your orisons/* 

The Abbot and Father Jerome retired, and 
as they were passing down the gallery, Rizzio 
met theiD. The Abbot waved his hand to FiUhef 
Jeromje, who walked on to the stairs, where 
Baldy was waiting to assist him home. It was 
evident that some recent intercourse had tsiken 
place between the Abbot and Rizzio; who 
addressed him with a degree of freedom, as if 
he felt himself on some equality with'thali dig- 
nitary. 

" Well," said Rizzio, " what success, my 
Lord?" 

^* i%e is in some distress ; and hath already, 
contrary to her inclination, be»i t^nnpered witir 
against Knockwhinnie*" 
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" But," said Rizzio, " did you hint what 
i3SaidofChatelard?'' 

«* As much as was becoming. She' had been 
fretted by it l)efore our audience; but some- 
thing in her humour, which was ready to flam6 
up, indicated that liehatever had been told her, 
had only served to kindle her resentment" 

"Indeed!" saidRizzio, thoughtfully; "Did 
you allude to marriage ?" * 

'* I did but allude. She was not in a mood 
to Hsten to me ; ' she spoke dejectedly of the un- 
happy condition of the kingdom," 

" Will she, think you," inquired Rizzio, 
"still retain Chatelard, after being so much ad- 
monished for the distinction with which she has 
treated him, and on which he so much presumes." 

"Has others then," said the Abbot, "been 
counselling her on his iitiprudence ; there must 
have been. Butif hear willbe-in it, admonition 
may be spared; she hath the headiness of her 
race, and will take her own way. I am, how- 
ever, to be again with her in the morning, when 
I pray St. Mary's. help that she may be' in a 
more composed frame ! " 
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The Abbot then parted from l|im, and Riz- 
zio walked slowly up the gallery* At the far- 
ther end he paused for a short time, and then 
turning round advanced two, or thcee paoes^ 
when he halted, and fixing his ^ eyes ,oiii. the 
ground, ruminated to the following effect; — 

<^ I am like Caesar when he passed the Rubir 
con — ^the report of her favour shown to Chate- 
lard, has determined my course and fate — ^the 
tale cannot be recalled — ^it has had wings — 
spread like an epidemic. I am alarmed at the 
speed widi which it has infected all sorts of the 
world, the reformed and unreformed — the good, 
the bad, the foolish, and the wise — all cry out 
at her unworthy condescension. Some say there 
lA no bar in the law of Scotland, by which she 
may not raise him even to sit beside her ; — he has 
been of late reserved — averse to me, as if he feared 
some hindrance from me; and he shall too.. A 
shallow talking Frenchman, that hath as little 
matter in his mind, as there is substance in the 
rainbow ! but I must be wary. The quick in- 
fection with whidi the story hath rushed all 
abroad, warns me toibe wary. Yes; the mar- 
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riage is tlie thing. — Where shall a fool be found, 
ductile enough to bend to those who may pro- 
mote him; fool, indeed, must the husband be 
of this Queen of rebels, for no better are these 
irascible Scots. That is, however, a thing not 
ripe for acti(Hi — something bolder on the part of 
Chatelard must yet be done, and to help it for- 
ward be my first business.'' ^ . 
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CHAPTER XL 

'* Oh, how wretched ! 
Is the poor man that hangs on princes' favours : 
There is betwixt that smile we would aspire to. 
That sweet aspect of princes, and their ruin. 
More pangs and fears than wars or women have." 

HSNBT VIII. 

We hope our worthy readers have sagacity 
enough to discern that, during the transactions 
in Holyrood House, Knockwhinnie bad been 
taken before the magistrates, where be bad 
given such an account of himself, that it had 
been deemed necessary to call Southennan be- 
fore them, and that, as we have described, 
Auchenbrae was carried with him and sur- 
rendered. 

The delinquents were both ordered to be held 
in custody for trial; and our hero, seeing no 
other way of assisting the father of Adelaide, 
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deteifminedy in conssequence, to seek the media- 
tion of some of the ecclesiastical dignitaries with 
^ke Queen. He accordingly returned to his 
lodgmgs, and dispatched Father Jerome to en- 
treat the good offices of the Abbot of Kilwin- 
ning. The result has been r^ated. 

Early next morning Sonthennan went to the 
Palace, for the purpose of again trying his in- 
fluence with Count Dufroy, and also of consult- 
ing Rizzio. On approaching the portal he met 
Chatelard, and recollecting what Rizzio had 
told him of the disposition which the Queen 
had evinced towards him, he resolved to try 
what agency he might obtain in him, to second 
the solicitation for the pardon of Knockwhinnie. 
Chatelard was at the time walking towards 
the gardens; Southennan immediately joined 
him, and after the compliments of the morning, 
opened his business by saying — 

«? It has been observed by all the Court, Cha- 
telard— indeed, you have made no secret of it 
ycfurself— how much you are attached to Ade- 
laide." 

Whether there was any thing intentionally 



88 SOUTHENKAN. 

ironical in the manner with which bur tero (ex- 
pressed himse!^ or that C^^telard, cbnkdbtis of 
his artifice, felt it as siich, is not fi)r x£ to' deter- 
mine; buthe reddaied.anff-appearedifinstnrbe^* 
which Southennan observing, quieted his appre- 
hensions by adding — 

" But whatever may be your siiiitlaierits re- ' 
specting Adelaide, I have to entreat' jpi/ui: saiJ ' 
and service in a matter that'dei^y'ddticehis her 
peace of mind, and is very interesting tb mJ^lE ' 
You are aware of the unfortiindte cditdiition of 
her father?'* 

Chatelard, having by thiil time rdcbv^ed^Hii; 
self-possession, vehemently declared how-fiapfpjr' -' 
he should be to render even the sfiiaHest IserWce' 
to the lady, and his derfl-e to b6 lis^l'in'aady^' 
degree to one whom he so mudi estie^iiied"a» ' 
Southennan. - . i •:. -^ - ^ 

*« I doubt not your good^ill,^ replied obr 
hero;' <'had I not indeed had eohi^^ce'&a'it, 
I should not have ventured to solidf HliSe ftyour 
I now wish you to do for both. Tlie'Gotint' 
Dufix>y has, in a manner which' prevetitis ttfe' 
firom applying to him agtdn, declined to entreat 
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the, Qua?niJp»(l?j^lf.pf J^^^^ and 

last ,iqgh|,,,at h;ij? v/^,eflxne^ swit,.tfee :I^or<J 
Al^Jjot of :^vi»uin& up4^rtj5>pk, .wl^hput .spc- 
ccsssj t9^?aLO|r^,,,th/^, Qiif^erf^ ,gmce, to ^^nt a 
pardpp," i 

** And would you/* said Chatel^^rd^ ^th a 
smUe9;,f^id fpmeithinglikeexulta^tiQn. in his 1x^41- 
n^r," .e?q]^ m^ tp i^c(;q^ vrhere Dufrpy deems 
hi^ ifit^i^fi^jTYpjul^ i^in yain^ and so great a 
man, a^th^ L.01^ 4^bot.b03 Me4 ? '* 

*« It biy^ npt,bq^?i, .^^Uy.fiio/*. ^d Soiithen- 
nan. " The Count refuses, not from any ques- 
tion. 9^,.p>,^tp^e^f:9Cj,9{ his ipflueaice, but b^ 
caps^ hid,j;egs0i^ tfe^^ofl^Cfs, of Knockwhinnie 
as pijie .of td^ose which, for the pubUc. safety, 
shoujd be.puftisli^d,, Mcwov^r, I ^wn informed 
hy^jac^.^fi^hapf wliQ.wenI; witjb the Abbot to 
the Queen, that her Majesty, hath not afeso- 
lutdy denied Ae p^don. I h^ve therefore 
thoug^ti^.fii^,^^ pepnits.^o you the privilege of 
addressing; jb^ocPPiore freely than, any other of 
her att^dfltlts, ypu rajght find an opportunity 
of secQn4i»g the .application of Adelaide." 

«* I can m.th sinceiity promise you to do all 
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that I may hare it in my power to do; but you are 
aware, from what took place last night, that the 
Qaeen is hereafter only to be accessible upon 
request or summons. Now I doubt if it might 
not be to offend men of such weight as the 
Count and the Abbot, were I openly to work in 
this business/' 

« Nay,*' said Smithennan, « it matters not 
how you work after your promise : and surely 
it can never be deemed culpable to be a little 
zealous in the cause of humanity.^ 

Chatelard appealed for a few seconds to ru- 
minate, and then he asked, if Adelaide could 
not obtain a private interview for him with the 
Queen. 

The inquiry starded Southennan : it implied 
a degree of boldness which seemed to provoke 
hazard. It was an intrigue of so delicate a kind, 
that he said — 

" Would it not seem more consistent with 
your attachment to Adelaide to o£fer your service, 
and by that obtain her assistance. I stand not 
so fair iii her opinion as to offer a suggesttion 
which would come with so much more grace 
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and effect from you. Can you doubt that, show- 
ing so mudi interest fiar her father, you will not 
recommend yourself to her a&ction." 

This again touched the tender secret of Cha* 
telard, and he blushed, and was cQnfused ; but, 
recovering himself, he rejoined briskly, 

" In sooth, Southennan, I will do my best in 
the business ; but when, or how, must depend 
upon fortune." 

While they were holding this conversation, 
the Abbot of Kilwinning, agreeably to his ap^ 
ppiiHmeiit, was admitted to an audience of the 
Queen ; whom he found, as he had anticipated^ 
iq a more, serene mood than that in which he 
had Id): her the preceding evening. 

" I have," said her Majesty, " thought well 
of your applicatiim, and I have consulted the 
Chancellor, who speaks wisely, as I think, on the 
matter. We shall let Knockwhinnie abide his 
pA$l ; he may be acquitted on it : but should the 
I*e6ult. be otherwise, then, without detriment to 
the motives of our royal mercy, a pardon may 
be ^teiided, and reasoti diown wherefore It is 
granted." 
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The Abbot, commepded. the di$creitioi> of ther 
Majesty ; observing, honPieveir) tb^t there might 
be more risk in the consequences of such pro^ 
ceedings on the i^inion of the pejefde, vthatti were 
the affair quietly passed ovey ; . « Fcr," snid he^ 
<< Knockwhinnie is &m to his faith). and shoidd 
he be found guilty, and afieifwaids prntSmed^ 
there are not wanting tongues who mil d^^^pke- 
fully impugn tlie motives of your Majesl7% 
leniency, ** 

Mary acknowledged that she saw the difficul* 
ties and the hardships, to which she was exposed^ 
and said, 

<< Would I had not consulted the Chancellor ! 
because, having assented to his advice^. I cannot 
unblamed recede/' 

^^ And yet," replied the Abbot, ^^ there camiot 
be much wrong in doing so ; for the Chancel- 
lor in substance agrees with the merciful indilia- 
tions of your Majesty. In the diseased condition 
of the time, it were better to purwe the expedleilt 
rather than the legal course. The offence of 
Knockwhinnie happened years ago ; it is almost 
forgotten, but a trial will revive the pc^ular re- 
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seiitmen't which tli6 deed at first excited. Your 
Majesty caimot afford^ to 'tantalize the rabid 
public.'*' 

<* Tliere is good counsel, Father Abbot, '* re- 
l^edidie Queien pensively, " in what you say. 
AiidiwiB4t hot be thoi%ht'that iny poor Adelaide 
has obtained from me the pardon ? *' 

^Tke p^ple may be so taught,** said the 
Abbot. 

The Queen made no answer for some time ; 
at last she said, *^ Might it not be aS Well for me 
to consult ihe Prior of St Andrews? He hath 
always shown himself most anxious to save me 
from the peril of doing wrong. " 

^ In that," replied the Abbot, " I would not 
presume to control your Majesty's inclinations ; 
but he hath leagued himself with the enemies of 
our holy causes" 

The Queen relapsed into her rumination, and 
after a considerable pause, during which she 
played with the fingers of her right hand on the 
table as C9I a virginal, rtnd her eyes were vacant 
and abstracted, she irose, and with a graceful and 
benign smile i^id, 
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*^ I do not promise to take your advice ; but 
I will think of it, with the wi^ that mercy may 
be reconciled with justice in adopting it This 
matter, my Lord Abbot, hath within a short 
time given me much trouble. If by granting the 
patdon the vexations can be ended, be assured I 
lack no counselling to quench them. Rest witli 
this assurance; and in the course of the«day you 
shall hear of what I can do.'^ 

The Abbot, bowing over her hand, retired 
without making any reply. 
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CHAPTER XII. 



" — — Well ! Heaven's above all ; and there be souls 
that must be saved^ and there be souls must not be 
saved. " 



The news of Knockwhinnie's arrest and of 
Auchinbrae's surrender, were the topics of the 
morning among the guests of the Unicom. — 
Comylees had, for some cause or another, been 
the previous night soming about the wynds and 
closses in die neighbourhood of the Cowgate, 
according to the use and wont of the west coun- 
try Lairds when they visit Edinburgh ; and in 
the course of his nocturnal adventures had heard 
of the hunt of Auchinbrae by Johnnie Gaff, and 
the other adventures of the night* These he was 
reporting with his accustomed glee to the guests 
at the breakfast-table». and the Maister Balwham, 
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wfao was in attendsnoe, beniogliuh; KndcStwhiit* 
nie had been taken, fldng his towel orer bis 
shoulder, and patting in fass linie' round head 
from behind tofhe ear o{ Ckkfiyties^ sflSd; in a 
whisper, 

<< Oh, dear ! but "diat 's stAr news ; wli^ ye hae 
done wi' your bit kipper, I woxMir^t ytrti wf** 
a stoup o' the best o't iHtrafy^ aAi (5teinfeh Pdr 
Knockwhinnie was, in thfe days of his* recti- 
tude, often agude customer to the UiiicoTtt, tod 
it behoves me^ as the host and maister thereof, to 
lighten his captivity* > And I £mia ten, whi^ a 
man^s back 's to the wa*, ane ^mittr able to help 
him than yourserj Comylees,'* 

'Die promise of the stonp of wine sparred th^' 
appetite of the Laird, and he niade mdl*e thAtI 
common speed whh hk kipper; and ihen,'iiW^' 
ing his iiH)uth and bands, rose from table. < l%e' 
Maisler Balwham at the same titne^ laying "dowift 
his towel and taking off his apron, as he idways 
did on occasions when he gaVe What he called 
<^ a gratis" to a friend, walked wkh iiknniylees 
into his own room, 

" Now," said he, " sit yp down, Laird> arid 



and bide.lifl I 'get a candle to look ki the far 
neuk o' tfafe oelliEur, where Fll inaybe be aUe to 
muddle out a flask o' the right soru" 

*^ Atweel, giideman, I'se warrant I haa been 
guilty o' waur in my time, in course now." 

The Maist^. Balwbam then left him> and 
presently natumed with>a flaak and. two Vene* 
tia,n goblels, which he placed cm thei table, and 
s^ted hiinself at it opposite to Comylees. He 
tben untied the bit of leath^ from the -mouth of 
the flask-^in those days the substitute for corks 
--"^W^ filling the two goblets, said, 

" Now, Laixd, before I speak my mind, here 'd 
as'gude a bribe for gud6->will as ever was slippit 
inUie ;«hape o' gold into the loof o' a Loid< o' 
tl^ Parliamesit. Pree't; isna' that prime?. 
Maay 's the time .that Knodkwhinnie-**hech9 
bill the wa&a blithe lad !-*-has called this nectar ; 
aye, and triedjo gieteven a better name^ whea* 
his tongue had lost the power o' utterance. 
Piiiriman! diana' ye think, that it would be a 
opfofiact to his cauld heart, in ycm gruesome 
cage c* bdits and 'bars, if he had; a taating' 
o't?** 

VOL, II. F 
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G>mylees having draok off his glas% and 
smacked his Iip% gave his host a knowing wink, 
and said, 

" Balwham, that 11 do I Wed, I maun allow 
that Knockwhinnie is a gude judge o' wine, in 
course now. Really this is rosa sohts!*^ And 
he held out his glass to be filled again. 

Balwham, in filling the glass, said, 

<^ I wonder if there 's a possibility o' doing a 
service to the disjasket gentleman. I would gie 
you, Comylees, a flask o' this to your dinner 
fi-ee gratis, if ye could help me in a kind mat- 
ter.*' 

The Laird professed his willingness to do any 
*thing for any gentlemen in straits, even without 
reward : " But really, Balwham,'* said he, " the 
very smeU o* this cordial, in course how, would 
prick a man on to an adventure better than the 
rowels o^ his spurs. What would ye hae me 
to do?'* 

« Wed, Laird,'* replied Balwham, « 1*11 no* 
be blate. I saw, firae the first day ye dieted in 
the Unicorti) that ye ware o* a generous nature, 
and fond o* gude drink, sae 111 speak out* 
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Could ye, in a sympatheezing manner, gang up 
to the Tolbooth, aiid speer for ane Johnnie 
Gaff, a decent bodle that speaks Latin, and get 
him by hook or crook ; even ye may gang the 
length o' a palmy wi' him, and I '11 thole the 
cost — ^to let you see your auld frien', ye under- 
stand, Knockwhimiie ! — and tell the "winsom 
gentleman how I'm ready to do a turn for him, 
and that the best in a' the Unicom is at his 
command." 

•^ In course now, I '11 willingly do that; but 
this wine, I see, will no' bide in the bicker." 

Balwham poured out another bumper to 
the Laird ; but having the fear of his business . 
before his eyes, he only gave himself a small 
dix>p, which G>mylees saw with delight, as it 
Was an assurance that the remainder of the flask 
was destined for him. 

•* In course now, tJnicom, I'll no' be back- 
ward in my errand; but dinna' ye think it would 
be kindly if I took a flask or twa up in my 
pouch? Ye ken, if I getna' a visibility o' the 
plrisoner, in course now, Johnnie Gaff can tak' 
the wine intil him." 

f2 
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" ^Deed,'* replied the' Maister Baiwham,"^ 
" that's a friendly thought; and siirdy I 'Uno^ • 
let you gang toom-handed to yon dungeon' o'^ 
dolorosity." 

The Laird, taking hold of thfe flask by the 
neck, said, • . . 

" In course now, Balwham,' ye^re at yotif ^ 
last dribble; but I'll no' let this T^ne grow d^kd; 
it 's o'er gude to be lost. ' In course now, being • 
auld, it canna' be strong." 

"I wouldna' trust it, Laird; but you W«t 
country folk hae baith big bellies and strong > 
heads ; sae ye may take your will o 't.'^ ' 

" In course now," replied th€ -Ldird, begm- • 
ning to give ocular demonstration in contra- ' 
diction of his own axiom, "that age did not^ 
always imply the lack of strength, especially in - 
wine." 

<< But, Laird," said the host of the Unicom, 
" dinna' ye think it would be as weel to leave 
what's in the flask, till ye come back, for it '^ a 
stay brae frae this to the Tolbooth,^and ye'Il Be 
nane the waur o' a drappie when ye come - 
back." 



.. . *VBy-. my Lordi auW Unicom! wc'E hae 
then a fine^b bottle. • In course now," taking 
anotlier glass — <^ here's leil hearts and gude 
wine/' 

. . " Weel, weel, that's a blithe Laird! Just 
gang awa', for ye ken my business disna' allow 
.me.to clistunaclayer. I hear customers in the 
,hou^v Coining, gentlemen/' and with these 
words he whisked out of the room; and Comy- 
Jees, with a blouzy countenance, made the best 
gf 1)13 way.towards the Tolbooth, where he had 
no ^difficulty in jGbding. Johnnie Gaff. 

Johnnie looked at him somewhat suspiciously, 

;ai:Kl .turning round .to one of the other halber- 

dj^rdiers, touched his own forehead to signify 

.th&tjie. was aware of the Laird's condition and 

added — ^< But in vino Veritas^ he can do nae 

harm." 

^ Then, addressing. the Laird he inquired whom 
.be .wanted;, and Comylees made him under- 
stand, . that he had brought a flask of wine from 
:^e.Unic;om for a friend of the host's. 
. " W^l, riL do any tbing, in a ceevil way, 
-to oblige the Maister Balwham^ for there's no a 



publican in the burgh o' £mbn> that ha& sic a 
ne plus uUra o' discretion. Ye sea what it *s to 
hae a frien' in C!ourt» Sir.'' 

*' By my Lord ! '' exclaimed the Laiid^ pat- 
ting his hand in his pocket, and giving Johnnie 
a piece of money from his purser he added, as 
well as his subsiding intelligibiliQr would allow 
hin^ — << Ye 're an honest fellow, in course now, 
and kens what 's what ? " 

Johnnie, putting the money into his pocket, 
took him under the arm and helped him to the 
foot of the stair, where calling forLockie^ he 
desired him to allow the gentleman, << as he 
has been discreet, to hae twa words with ane 
o' the prisoners." 

The Laird, as he clambered up the stair be- 
hind the gaoler, said — 

<< In course now, amang your blackbirds ye 
hae gotten my auld friend Montgomery o' 
Auchenbrae, in your cage yestreen. Hech, but 
it 's pitifu' to think o' the changes that befa' 
gude auld fitmilies. His father was a worthy 
num, and left twa bolls, twa firlots, twa pecks, 
and twa lippies yearly frae the lands o' CapeW 



rig to the monks o' the Abbacy o' Paisley kit 
his soul% health ! " 

Here the remembrance of such benevolence 
and piety came softly over the Laird's heart, and 
he began to weep. 

<* Ah !" continued he, " but sic things are a* 
gane bye now ; souls and bodies are laid in the 
kirkyard as if they were clpds o* the valley, 
Ohy what'U become o* us, if, after a' this strae- 
mash that has been in the land, there should be 
a purgatory ! *' 

Led by this to suppose it was Auchenbrae 
whom the Laird desired to see, and being 
come to the room where he was confined, 
Lockie opened the door, gave him admis- 
sion, and having locked him in, went down ix) 
the ward-room, where the halberdiers were 
sitting. 

" Tempts fugy I '* cried Johnnie, starting up 
as he saw him. " 111 break the back o' this groat 
amang us. Marion Bickers has had a noble 
browst Come, it 'II just gie ilk a chappin and 
leave a bodle to the lassie.'' 

Johnnie, accordingly, leading the way, fol- 
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lowed by the other halberdiers, <5 all being fore- 
Coughten and exhoust," adjourned to the kit- 
chen of Marion Bickers^ where a tappit hen 
was ordered of her last brewing, pro heno pub^ 
lico. 
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CHAPTER XIIL 

" For well you know this is a pitiful case." 

SHAKSFEARK. 

Punishment, whether jveD or ill deserved, 
has always an unpleasant effect on the mind 
and temper of those who are obliged to endure 
. it. Ai^chenbrae had scarcely been takeh before 
the magistrates when his virtuous resolutions 
began to supple, and. his high-mindedness to 
ebb. Before he was a couple of hours locked 
up in his dungeon, nothing remained of all 
the regrets and griefs which had hovered in his ' 
spirit as he sat alone in the twilight on the top 
of Arthur's Seat Like the golden clouds of the 
evening, .they had melted away, and were suc- 
ceeded by the gloom of guilty desires, and he 
almost gnawed his. hands with rage at his own 
F 5 
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folly in giving himself up so weakly to justice. 
But he still trusted, that by the powerful in- 
fluence of his family he would be, allowed to 
commute the penalties of the law. Instead, 
therefore, of being in any thing like a peniten- 
tial mood when Oornylees broke in upon him, 
his mind was writhing with the spasms of vin- 
dictive thought Not conceiving that his solitude 
was to be disturbed by a compahi(Hi, and be- 
lieving Comylees to be another prisoner, he 
itished upon him fiercely before he was well 
within the door, and shook him, as it were^ with 
the wrath and worrying of a mastiff, demanding 
to know why he was so obtruded upon. 

The Laird recognized his voice, and still canr 
tinuing his maudlin interjections, said — 

** Hech I Auchenbrae; but I 'm wae for you; 
I *m very wae, in course now; I 'm wae for your 
&ther^s son: oh, but I 'm wae ! " 

AUchenlM'ae knew his voice and fltuig him off| 
saying — 

<< And what the devil has brou^t you h^^ 
Comylees?" 

<^ In course now, I '11 tell you : but oh, tliis i^ 
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a bladk job. Alack ! aiads i in course now, I 
canna' help greeting: but it wasna' you, Au- 
cbenbrae, ihkt I came to'sing wally-wally m! " 
and stumbling along the floor he fell upon the 
truckle-bed in the comen 

Auchenbrae regarded him with somethiqg 
of disgust when he saw how utterly incapable 
he was of assisting himself, and returned to- 
wards the narrow grated window: which looked 
up towards the castle. 

" But in course now, I forgot the wine," said 
Comyiees; and he laughed, or rather yelled, .at 
hi& negligence, as he lay on the bed. Then he 
cried, resuming his maudlin tone, ^^ Puir Auch- 
enbrae, the puir birdie that was.catched in a 
gim, and is now in a cage ! *' 

By these exclamations the prisoner discovered 
that he was only a visitor, and seeing his help- 
less condition, at once determined to turn it to 
his own advantage*. Accordingly, he immedi<^ 
ately began to pull off his jerkin, and to say 
that he was grieved to see his old friend so very 
unwell, advising him to undress, as he would be 
much better in . bed. Cornylees dolorously 
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assented^ feO^. j41 .fh^^t iiffas^»p|R(qiQ$dd» .and^ y/m 
jpresently sti%(t ^ bi^. spparc^ va^ f^re the 
openMjpa was oompteteijlf be WfiSi fist a^»le^p. 
Auchenbrate lo9t.no tixoe iu.doffii^g^Jiia 05m f^ol 
donning the. garb of bis. fnmd^ detenaii|e^i.tQ 
watch the return of the gaoler ;.:lb]:..whichr'piir^ 
pose he aimed hunself with a. |bar. winmcf^ 
from the grate. 

In due tim^ Royn'Lockie retiini6dg^:>Qon- 
siderably elated hy his share of the pota(lioi»&; 
indeed he- was - in such wavering - coodii^km 
when he. looked in to bid 4he visitorMOOiae 
forthy that Auchenbrae had.no occasioni^ use 
his weapon: on the contmry> he only pulled 
Inm. in and threw him down beside the Lairdi 
springing out at the esaoe nK>aient)» and tumiog 
the key. He then ste{^>ed softly down tbot stmiff 
lest any of the halberdiers should be osj^^guard 
a/t the foot:, nor was this a ^weak .&ar) (for 
Johnnie Oaif was there, in /^rqprsa personOf 
holding firmly by his halberd^ a^d swinging;$oo 
and iro, like a tref^ in the wind, with the «fects 
of Comylees' lar^^ess. 
> Auchenbrae paused to ooasider what be ought 
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to do itt sudi jeepArdy, when he heard a rustling 
abovej-and the voi^e of, Robin Xockie, crymg, to 
get oi^t. Not a moment was to be lost. Johnnie 
GafF too heard the alarm, and was turning 
round as well as^'ifae could, wh^ the fugitive 
pushed* hfnit down ndth all his strength, and 
leaped ovei? him as he lay sprawling in the 
street. 

' ^e hxidi in whicb Mistress Marjory's house 
was the ninth storyi stood in one of the wynds 
near to the Lucktebooths, and Auchenbrae 
escaped dnto it i^^diseovered. He ascended the 
nine stairs wi& more ttum his' wonted. agility, 
atnd beal'ion the docMr for admission, a peal 
difft'r would have d^feiied the knocking of 
the big^ei^ iron ,ksi0ck^ that hangs from, the 
mouth' of the fiercest ]km*B head^that frowns on 
a footman. 

. Hugh6c heard the sound, and being the nim- 
blest imthe hotese, opened the door. Auchen- 
brae bolted in^ and without saying a word,- 
rushed into Mistress Marjory's bed-chamber, 
where he instantly began, to denude himself of 
Comylees' habiliments. TTie boy recognised him 
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Bt once, and the uproar in the house at such 
an invasion, was shrill and hoarse, and vehe* 
ment. Baldy, Father Jerome, Mistress Mar*- 
joiy, and her hand-maid, came forth to. see 
the cause and occasion of the disturbance.— r 
Hughoc did not mingle in the fray.; but 
knowing it was near the time when his mas^ 
ter would expect him at the Unicom, whane he 
r^pilarly dined, ran ofiP, primed with the news 
of this new adventure. 

In the meantime the noise of the imprisoned 
jailor had continued with imabated violence, 
and had awakened Comylees, while the fiunes of 
the sherries were still clouding his brain. <^ In 
what direction has he fled ?" was the universal 
cry; and in all directions the halberdiers ran 
for a short time in pursuit o£ the fiigitive: it 
was in vain. 

In the interim our host of the Unicom had 
become uneasy ; he knew the magic that was in 
his wine, and had seen it taking efiecL He 
feared that it would master the discretion of 
Comylees, and that he would himself be 
l»ought into trouble. This induced him to come 
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upy in the short interval while his dinner guests 
were assembling, from the Canongate, to se^ 
what had happened at the Tolbooth, and he 
reached the door of the ward«room in the mo- 
ment of alarm. 

Johnny GafF, on seeing him, pounced upon 
him like a hawk upon its quarry, crying, 

" Here 's a soshj/ criminy ! Ye scoundrel 
Balwham, woijld ye take the bread out o' my 
mouth?** 

. ** Whist, whist, Johnnie ! there's been a mis- 
take ! Hech ! but I'm in a flurry, and oUr gen-r 
tlemen will be wud if I *m no at my post. Just, 
Johnnie my man, slip in wi' me, and I'll tell you 
a' about it Ae Laird is just as good for a pri- 
soner as anither ! " 

Johnnie holding him by the lapel of his jerkin, 
took him into the ward-house, and said — 

<^ If I didna ken, Balwham, that ye were an 
honest man, I would make an example o* you 
in modvm penyJ^ 

<< Hout tout, Johnnie ! speak mair like your- 
sel' ! Knockwhinnie ye ken, your auld maister, 
wa$ a true friend o* mine. I 'm sure ye cann%' 
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hae forgotten the sprees he used to hae in the 
Unicorn, before he first gaed to France; could I 
hear o' his being in a dokfu' prison, and no do 
something to cheer him ? Sae thinking Comylees 
was just the man to do the turn for me, I solaced 
bim wi' a flask o' our best, to gang and see 
Knockwhinnie ; but the wine proving right stuflj 
k ran awa' wi' the heels o' his understanding ; 
and that 's the even-down truth. But, if ye '11 
take my advice, ye 11 keep your thumb on the 
whole affair, and ne'er let on, but that Auchinbrae 
is still in the Tolbooth. It can mak nae difference 
to the likes o' Comylees to keep him safe for 
twa or three days V 

" Wrangeous imprisonment, Mr. Balwham, 
what may come o'er me for that ? " 
'. << Poh! poh! my man Johnnie, we'll souther 
a' right wi' anither flask. At any- rate thraw the 
key upon him for this day ; and come ye down to 
the house bely ve in the gloaming, and I'll gie you 
sic a caulker o' Nantz as will gar join: eyne 
stand wet-shod in your head ! " 
; Johnnie, who was still in the mists of Luckie 
Bicker's .brewing, thought the proposition not 
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unreasonable : i90, after some farther discourse, 
the host of the Unioom vras permitted to return 
in tiniQ to ^re his wonted tendance on his 
guests. 



IM 



CHAPTER XIV- 






The aptatkn vlndi inlmliiit» of goSt pro- 
dnoe in tbeir oooceptkn, csomes of dietoo^ 
handling widi whkfa die Dml eagerfy grasps 
die chain of ^sdi^, to drag die fitfed to di^ 
doom. It was so widi Rizzio who^ after his 
interriew widi die Abbot of KSwnming^ when 
he had redred frcHn the gallery to his own cham- 
ber for the nighty was overwhebned with com- 
punctaous self-remonstranoes. Ahs ! diey only 
showed how firmly die Adyersary had made 
good his hold. For he deployed not the 
dangers to which his machinadons would ex- 
pose Chatelard ; his prophetic remorse was all 
of the hazards diat might involve himself; and 
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the occasional fits of resolution to proceed np 
further in the business partook, in consequence) 
more of dread than of contrition. But in the 
morning this qualm of morality had left him, 
and he resumed the intents and purposes of am- 
bition with reireshed courage. 

He knew that Chatdard regularly walked 
early in the gardens, to which he himself occa* 
jsionally resorted at the same hour : but it was 
not with him so much a custom; nor indeed 
did method often appear in his actions, for it 
was a part of his system to be seemingly actu- 
«ated by impulses, in order to obtain impunity 
.from remark when he might happen to re^ 
quire it. 

It were needless, therefore, to conjecture 
iifhether fi*om design or purpose he chanced this 
morning to be in the gardens first, but he 
wa^ there soibe time before the young FrenchT 
man made his appearance: other gallants of 
the Court were, however, walking in the par*- 
tenre, but he avoided them. The weather, 
indeed, was dull and anti-social in all its influ«- 
ences. A heavy grey mist rested on Arthur's 
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SeaV and hung in masses along -^the. front of 
Salisbury Craigs. The air was. cahn^. and the 
smoke of the^ dty.stoDd erect-on /the diknney 
tops, Uke trees incrusted with. hoar, frost among 
the huge rocks of shattered mountains. . The 
shrubs in the' gardens were depressed with the 
last dews <^ the summer ; for the bright season 
was now over, and the dejected flowars weBe 
weeping to overflowing, as if affected with some 
moral sentiment of -sorrow; not a dbiip of bird 
or insect was heard save the hum of thebee, and 
it was sympathetic to yawning; a number of 
maidens were bleaching their new-washed bodies 
on the margin of the rill that flows in t&e niea- 
dow; but neither lilt nor lau^ was heard from 
diem ; nor was jest or good-morrow exchanged 
with the briskest galliard ihat passed' on the 
fiwtpath beside them. The slow spirit of a* 
soberness almost sullen, touched as it were with 
torpor the springs of thought, and obscured-lh^ 
vision of die mixid. 

Tlie efiect on Rizsio, knit up as he was widip 
stem purposes, was somediing like induradoii, 
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insomuch drat ^irfienQmtelard'jokied him he' 
seemed almost repulsiTe* • ^. ' 

^ You look,'' said the Fnendrnian approach- 
isigi << as if' this gneyHnaiided miming had di&r 
pleasedycNQ*'' 

^ It naust be so," was the reply ; " and yet I 
have some cause for heayuiess. I would, fdr the 
Queen's' sake, this afikir of Kxiockwhimiie was 
quietly disposed- of ; considering your openly 
professed' affection for Adelaide, it surprises' 
Huuiy that you take so little interest in it» Be 
assured,. Ghatelard, that aich remissness makes - 
some suspect the sincerity of your professions.'' 

The Italian, in saying so, threw at him one 
^f those deep-searching glances of his vivid eye 
which few cbuld withstand, and perceiving that> 
Chatislard felt the whole force of the insinuation, 
he added, with well-assumed carelessness, but« 
with another look that proved how little it was 



*^ It has been expected that by this time you 
would hav)^ em|doyed your influence with the 
Qu^esu" 

*< Influence ! what influence can I have ivith 
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her Majei^; yesterday Southeimto talked to 
the same effect. How is it suppose that I have 
any influence?*' 

Rizzio darted at him one of lus most pene- 
trating glances, and hastily looking around to' 
see that no one was near, said in a low impres- 
sive voice — 

^ It has been observed that the Queen, of 
late, takes mudi pleasure in your music, and 
honours you with particular condescension/' 

<< I am not conscious of receiving such fa- 
vour,*' repli^ Chatelard, blushing, and turning 
aside to conceal his emotion* 

« Come, come, my friend," rejoined the dark 
discerning Italian, in a free confidential manner. 
<«It is not to be dii^uised; the whole Court 
have observed it:" and sinking his voice, he 
said significantly, <* some bright change is ex- 
pected." 

" What change?" inquired Chatelard, wiA 
a throbbing heart 

*^ lliat the aurelia, still so insensible, shall 
soon be in motion, moving upwards ; ,and anon 
on wing, and happy in the radiance of the sun." 
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<< Would you haviB me swallow such a phflter? 
I thought, Bizasio, you had a better opinion of 
my understanding." 

** Nay, J did not say you were so we A as to 
love beyond loyalty; moredver, your heart is 
pledged to Adelaide, so you have freel;^ con- 
fessed, no doubt to warn all of the Court from 
rivalry. Nor can it be iinputed to you as a fault 

if the Queen ^it would be too bold to say 

what I might, but there are few so likely as 
yourself to win favour in a lady's eye.*' 

The agitation and confusicm of Chatelard were 
extreme during this speech, which was delivered 
with all the craft of jKizzio, and with such illus- 
trations in his looks and accents as would have 
left no cloud upon its meaning had it been less 
plainly expressed. 

<^ Had this been said) Rizzio," replied Chate- 
krd, recoinering his self-possession, << at a 
drenched table, and in the presence of tx)on 
eompa&i(ms and flowing flasks, I might have 
answered you in a strain befitting the vanity of 
yotu* suggestions; but here, in this cool mornings, 
amidst the universal freshness of flowers and 
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dewy l^ve^ it. is so much at- .variance with pro- 
priety that I am puzz}ed how iit should be 
considered." 

<^ Be wary/' replied the Italian^ calndy aqd 
collectedly; <^ we* are in this countiy both 
strangers, something we h|w:e knovm ^^eadv 
odier, and that good fortune i) the. patron ixa 
whom we both chiefly rely* I.pray you there- 
fore^ to have some confidence in me. I do not 
ask you to tell me what it may be prudent fo 
conceal, but by your conduct I shall guess if 
you understand me. It is manifest, thou^ it 
may not be seen nor be thought of by those 
whom you have taken such pains to persuade 
you are enamoured of Adelaide, tha t " 

<< What?'' exclaimed Chatelard, panting with 
emotion. 

<^ You love her not, not more than you do 
one of those roses which blush in your admira-' 
tion ! Chatelard, whether you give or refose 
me your confidence, I will tell you that yoiur 
loquacious fondness — ^as if love were ever else 
than dreamy, still, and meditative! — has not 
deceived me. It is a mask, bi die naine of 
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frien<)ship be not oiSlstided with my frankness; 
but leaving that and all ottier controversies, it 
may serve you to intercede for the father of 
Adelaide with the Queen* It hath already 
caused surprise that you take no part in a suit 
wljidi' all the hdttseBotdf are so earnest in. Come 
nHiat may of it, whether to gain thanks from 
Adfelaicle, or from ^Adelaide's father, or, let me 
say it in your ear, to sound the Queen's bosom, 
it in a ta^ 'tfiat* may not be delayed/' 

And so sayingj without waiting for an answer, 
he parted 'froni him, and returned into the 
Pdlafcie. 
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CHAPTER XV. 



" For 'tis most eaay 
The inclining Desdemona to subdue 
In any honest suit." 

OTWIXO^ , 



The QueeHy after her ipterview with ^^ Ab* 
hot of Kilwinning, passed an ill*omened night* 
The demon of the troubled time visited both her 
waking thoughts and her dreams. She was also 
grieved for Adelaide, and felt an obscure boding 
of sorrow coming to hersel£ Her couch was in 
consequence uneasy; and when the grey mom* 
ing looked in at her lattice, it seemed like the 
visage of a widow. The day was indeed widowed 
of the sun. 

She rose at an unwonted hour, unvefreshed 
and dejected, with an intention of sending £^ 
Adelaide to accompany her inu^ the gardens ; 
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hat the unhappy night which she had herself 
spent, induced her to prefer, on diis occasion, 
the Lady Mary Livingstone, who was of a gayer 
nature, and much better calculated to dissipate' 
the hazy griefs whjch c^inxned her spirit 

They descended into the garden soon after 
Rizzio had left it; and while Chatelard was 
musing on the advice, which even to him ap- 
peared bold and strange, they approached to- 
wards the walk along which he was slowly and 
musingly moving. 

Mary Livingstone directed the Queeii's atten- 
tioH towards him, and rem^ked ^t he too 
^eAeied t6 have been molested in his sleep; add- 
ifig, '^^ Doubdess, partly from the same danse 
Hidcb darJlened your Majesty's dreams. In 
sdatky 1 should account his love but lights if be 
fdltnot for me, were I Adelaide." 
'■ *« Afe!" repKed the Queen, "is it not truly 
so? Alas, poor Adelaide! I dodbt the We 
bums but in one heart. It has sometimes 
seemed to me as if he felt peevishly under the 
Veafi^ of her too evident attachment" 

^^ He iS' a froward and imateady vsuiet^'' re- 
G 2 
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plied Mary Livingstone. " BeshreiPr me! were 
Adelaide to take my counsel, he should feel that 
I could resent it; especially as Southennan, who 
is the properest man of the two, would lay his 
neck under her heel for the tithe of half the be- 
neficence she is wasting on that eflSgy of a lover 
— reality he cannot be, to talk so loudly of his 
love, and yet never vouchsafe one private whis- 
per to warrant its sincerity." 
. " Yet," said the Queen, " he is not one of 
those blushing youths that would die at a frown. 
I think in all my experience, even in France, 
where men are not too much afflicted with bash- 
fulness, I have not met a gallant with more le- 
vity in his eye: he often disturbs me. Verily, I 
must find out a way to repress his bravery, or 
lose his servitude, which I cannot well spare,, 
both on account of his clerkship and his music. 
He is truly exquisite on the lute; and I would 
have him oftener when my spirits are sad, and 
need soothing, but that he grows too bold and- 
familiar." 

** Your Majesty has a lively discernment : 
we simple maidens of the anti-chamber have 
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not, however, detected such' ventures about 
him. He is as docile as grimalkin, and as( 
capricious as a poodle. I would as feif hold 
discourse with a popinjay, as seek to draw out 
his wits ; and I doubt what he has, are not 
often at home. He is so absent and thoughtful; 
and yet there is not that gentleness in his pen- 
sive humour, especially to us ladies, that should 
come of one that knows his love would be ac^ 
ceptable. What his clerkship may be to yout 
Majesty's comfort, I know not; but truly he 
is like one of the supporters of your Majesty's 
arms, the unicorn: it hath but one horn, and 
he but one faculty, his music ! It is a poor 
thing for so goodly a person to be able only to 
sing.^' 

'* Go to, Livingstone," said the Queen; 
**thou art letting thy tongue run away with 
thy discretion, he may have other cares thatl 
thou hast guessed at. We prove in ourself that 
there may be vexations enow in Scotland, with- 
out the anxieties of love.'* 

By this time they had come almost close up 
to Chatelard, who, absorbed in his own medita- 
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tbitt, WW not aware of their approadk till h^ 
turned to walk btek* Tim Qttee% at the lao- 
me&t, was not dtffNMied'tD notice him liistheiv 
and the etiquette ^^bsenred amcHig her Jtidi^ 
while in hei' pi^senoe, detecred Mary Lifh^ 
stone from addressing him with ^boxm^ than. a 
sil^it smile of recognition; bit before^they 
could more away he waa on his knee% and 
supplicated the Queen with great fervonri to 
pai^don the £ither of Adelaide* 

<' I thought it was 30^ Livingstone," aaad the 
Queen. << But rise, Chatelard, we aie tetter 
diqx)sed to accede to your request than snch 
humble entreaty would seem to anfiioipatev* 'It 
is thought convenient that his tijal sbeuld pro* 
ceed, and by the result, our mercy, if *it be 
needed, shall be fully granted." 

Smbc^ened by this assurance^ be ventured 
to reply with renewed entreaty, beseeching her 
Mtg^&sty, if the matter were so determiaedi, to 
allay the agitation of Adelaide by extendingi the 
indulgence at once, 

What the Abbot of Kilwinning m^gedv^upon 
that point had not beep lost en the Qiiiaen; on 
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^it eomrarpv sherisitir tin thef.jRMmialitgr af,* 
trad, tbe> vesuk) dC'ivU2h lUmA pteietaasm^ 
siKKdd not hb earned intoieffipcty osiy i^ solmm 
mockery of jufitioe, ' fliad9<^' in amafqueiio^ tbe 
stipplkiiti0ii-6f Cfaateldrd prorduo^ atoomoi^n*- 
sanute impocflsicm. (i.t -.i 

^< In truth, iIAyingBMief" mA het, Majte«i)i^ 
iumuig feo^ards tlM; young bdy^ ^<. there is some- 
thiiig<toi> fine in tbb'polics^ <pf a triai ma a pre^ 
liminary to a pardohi: X bsm thought' mndt^ of 
it dt night; and my thougbts mdine^ for. tliat 
and'for many other rbasons^ to otdet the pardoii 
td go forth at once.'^ ) 

' Chatslard on hearii^ tUa reHHigcd luie juili 
with r6doid>led. zeal, and Mary^ a littlei tived 
with his importimilyy ia the weariness ofifa^ 
spirit, 8aid--^<< It shall be so." And, a& wm 
oastxmaary cm conceding a grace, she poesanted 
hiiti hettliaiid'to kisS) and then suddenly Uoved 
CD withont speaking until she was some ten or 
tn^lire ^aoes away^ when ^e >said-*^ 

** Livingstone, this must be endedi That 
young foan reguds^me too much as a woman, 
and forgett the Iiumility>du6 to my stadon; let 
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Juia not be pennitted to coxne to us in Hie 
evening, nor until I shall have had time to cort 
sider of him/' 

Mary Livingstone smiled, and said* 

"If he is in love, I 'U wager my best eaiv 
rings, and they are those your JVf^esty. gi^ve 
pe, that it is with oixe that may not be named." 

** Thou art too pert," said the Queen, *^ I 
prithee sheathe that, sharp tongue of thine* 1 
like its glitter, but its edge is dangerous." 

Chatelard, exulting at the ready compliance 
with his solidtation, immediately left the gar* 
den ; for, although he conceived his success to 
be entirely the effect of the Queen's partiality, 
he yet imagined that she did not choose, to evince 
it, and that her tacit reproof was not incurred 
by his presumption, but was only a sacrifice to 
decorum. 

In leaving the garden he met Adelaide ad-* 
vancing to join her Majesty, and with great 
warmth of satisfaction, congratulated her on die 
merciful determination of the Queen. At this 
juncture the Prior of St. Andrews accidentally 
joined them; but he partook not of their plea* 
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ilure,' wheh informed 6f Chatelardls success. On 
die contraiy he appeated mlicli discomposed, 
and moved with rapid steps towards the par^^ 
terre in whfeh the Qaeett was walking. Sud- 
denly, however, he checked his speed, and re- 
titrried; whilst Adelaide, full of gratitude and 
rejoicing, hastened te join the Queen- fie had 
ikot, hbv^ever, coriie many paces back, when he 
Was met by the'Earl of Morton, who had just 
parted from Rlzzio. 

' '"' He is a deevilish dever hempy, thatDau* 
vit Ritchie, or Rizzid, as we must name him 
amang the foreigners. The fellow has the e*e 
of a hawk, and Jt tongue that would wile the 
bird frae the tree* I 'm thinking if we kent a 
thought more about him, and he would cast 
off his papistry, we might make something of 
him/' 

" If,'* replied the Protestant Prior, " you 
make it his interest, his papistry would soon be 
dbffed. It's a loose cloak and sits easy on him/' 
" Sdy ye sae, James. Aye, ye're gayen auld 
farrent yourself; for I think wi' you that Dau- 
vit's no i^ry strait-laced. I would make his 
g5 
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plack a bawbee, to hae bis servitude wi' his 
gude-wilL He would make a capital tool in 
any bit plottie that the need of the times may 
oblige us to get up for the gude of the realm/' 

" Take care," repUcd. the Vrfor, " that, in 
making him your tool, you don't find that he 
makes himself your master." 

^< Eh ! Jamesy but for an honest Xad ye hae 
ill thoc^hts of other folk. I tell you that 
Dauvit is a very kind-hearted tod in his' way, 
and I'm sure would do meikle for gratitude. 
The Queen has not amang a' her red4egged 
aliens a leiter servant'' 

i 

" I hope he will prove so, my Lord," replied 
the Prior ; ** but I have got grievous tidings just 
now. Come with me, and I will tell j^u," and 
with this they quitted the garden together. 



mi 



CilA^tEl^ XVI. 



" What is station high ? 
Tis a' protld mettdicant ; it bdasts and begs : 
It begs tin alilis of luomage from (be throng/ 
Aiid, oft the throng denies its charity." 

OTHELLO. 



The determination of the Queen to pardon 
Knockwhinnie was soon generally known, and 
excited very little attention ; for it had been ex- 
pected by many as almost a necessary conse- 
quence of Adelaide being her favourite atten- 
dant. Souihennan, before the news had reached 
him, went early to the Palace, where he found 
the Count Dufroy alone in the gallery, and in 
evident agitation, not on account of the pardon, 
but the manner in which it had been granted 
on the solicitati<»i of Chatelard. 

<< I sh^ not long remain in Scotland," said 
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the Cgimt; *^ Adelaide will^oon be under the 
protection of bar falber, and my advice is no 
longer likely to be ujieful to tbe Qoeen. Nor 
were it as acceptable as I once flattered myself 
it waa^ your Scpttisb nobles are too apt to resent 
the interference of a foreigner in their national 
concerns, to make the condition of his service 
honourable. He must submit to suffer . and 
endure, which does not well accord witk the 
humour of my temper*** 

Southennan, with unaffected regret^ lameixted 
the decision of the Count. Having acquired 
some knowledge, both of France and England, 
he was sensible of defects in the manners of his 
countrymen, and was of the number of those 
who considered the intercourse with the former, 
which bad been rendered so free while her 
Majesty resided there, as a public benefit The 
arrival, with the Queen, of so many accom- 
plished adherents and members of her French 
Court, he also regarded as calculated to con- 
tinue that desirable intimacy. 

^< Perhaps," said Dufroy, ^*had I still en^ 
joyed the confidence of the Queen, tlie rough- 
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tiess c»f tbe nobles might n6t haVe so soon 
hastened my deteirfnination : but thsx being no 
longer all6Wed, my occupation is gone. To 
her, as the widow of France, my homage and 
service were due, and they were loyally per- 
formed; but I have no right nor claim to 
meddle in your troubled politics, nor motive to 
t-emain where I can only expect mortifications.". 
SouthenRan, not being yet aware that the 
pardon of Knockwhinnie had been granted 
upon the solicitation of Cfaatelard, or^ at least, 
was. so believed,, expressed some degree of sur-* 
prise at hearing the Count thus open in his 
dissatisfaction, and said — 
' " It givfes -me pain to think worth like yours 
should be &o little esteemed here,, that the ap- 
prehension of neglect moves you to leave us." 

" Not the apprehension only, but the expe- 
rience. Know you not that the Queen has 
pardoned Knockwhinnie ? " u 

<* I have heard it rumoured that she was 
likely to do so," replied our hero ; " but I did 
Hot fear it would.have been felt by you so much 
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mmn injinrj^ thopgh^cq^aintediwitb y^r^enti* 
menbt xespeoting' the nature of lair o^^o^/' . 

.«< Thm you cannot .have iif^rd iit mh^t o^^^ 
tier it has been graoted?" . .. {,. . 

^ I have beel^ but juBt told ihm il wne «x« 
piscted : . nor baa it surprised jue;. sor^mufsj^v^ 
her Majesty been urged to it: }mt nigbtrf^llf^ 
afaaoat conoeded as^ mu^ to the Aibbot x^i{)(il« 
winiring." ..,t 

« Had ube done it then," replied ^ iCi»Wftf. 
^< and on tha solicitation of oQe<80 m^k^^^ ^^^'^is^t 
have been at question with myself, oflii th^ dffQe 
priety of the grace; bit to refuae so good m4 
great a man— ^ dignitary both o£ tb^rtCihuvch 
and tealm-^and yield on the first, ariang U^^Ki^ 
scarce better than a menial I Ob^ sbaana Vu , > i «. 
<« WasittoChatdaard?'' - v ..'. 
<< Would it were in ray power, 8oiithwi|a»/* 
oried the Count, with irrepireasil4eieiiioti0% f^dl9 
give you a rtide answer, for iinputing'the (feq6$ir 
biHty of such weakness to bet who, tiUthk 
fatal morning, hatb eyer been untamitlhed aQjth^ 
^earl that can receive no stain. AiasI . tifteii^ 
as you have said.*' . .^ . 
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«<ft grfevi^ liie exo^edinglyy^* replied. ouir 
hero, " tio* see hbw dee^y this maitteD affisots yoii»: 
I am in ^art to bbnie^ having' been theifitst to 
entreat the mediation of CfaatK^lard.^' 

« Why did you that? What suggestton 
moved you to thitik his mediation might faq 
of any eflSciBMy?''' ,/ . 

The Omm^ in asking these tvro [^pIe.q]Mfi4 
tionsy appeared alarmed, and suddenly thr^ywn 
off' hk guard, "wfaich Southennua obserting, be- 
came conftised; for he could notividU. ansnrer 
eiUi^r, without explaining his suspicions of Cha^ 
l^u-d^ attaehmetit to* the Queen#^ . 

^^Have y6u noticed au^t partiaularKii) her 
edndubt towards him ?" restusied Su&oy eagerly, 
without waiting 'fbr an an&nver. 

^^ Not in hers," repliiod Sourhennan. / - 

'<< But 'in his toward her? Is.it aio^^ ex- 
daimed'the high-minded iVendiman; and he 
added, in a tone of aSeodng. eompassioDs 
** 'Truly, it must be so. The destiny of her 
&mily hath overtakoEi he»: bat it nuDigates the 
misfertune that he had not dared of his own 
presumption to be so bold." 



' While they were liius'ispisaklfl^ Kitiio h^ 
pened to pass across the gftllefy^ ^nd Dufroy 
bedconed him tci draw near« ^ ' 

<' Can yoh, Rizzro,'* said he; m the Italiatt 
approached, <^tell us iiowdii^ mirade came to 
pass?" 

" What miracle ! of what do you speak; ' my 
Lord?'* ' 

« Ifow ! have you not heard diat'the Qu^^Cfti, 
upon the intercession of Chatelard, ht^ ordcfr^d- 
a paxdoQ to Knockwhimne?'' 

" In^jossible ! " exclaimed Rizzio. "l*fe^ 
sumptuous as he is, he durst not have ventur^ 
aa so bold a suit" 

^^ Had he not been sure of success," rejoined' 
the County with a. sigh. 

Rizzio, however, remarked that he might 
have been incited by his declared admirntibb of 
Adelaide. ■ * , "-x: 

^' Yes," inteqx)sed Southoinan: i^^it must be 
as you say." And he recapitulated what > had' 
passed when he spoke with Oiatelard on tlto 
subject. . .M 
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But the Covad g^ye^ Utile «heed to what/ he 
saidy which Bizzio obseirving, rejoiiied'*-^- 

^< Might it not have happened irom the im* 
poitunity mtk^ which her Majesty has beeti so 
beset? She may haire gcanted the pardon, frbm/ 
annoyance^ being unable to resist further soli^ 
citation.". 

"It is wejl and loyally said,** rejoined the 
County ^^ but how came he to have been so bold 
as to interfere jai all. It is, in its complexion^ 
an adventure not recancileabk to common 
Causes.'* 

Rizisio, conscious of the subtle part he had 
himself played in the business, was visiUy di»« 
turbed by this.remark-<-so much so as to attract 
the attention of Southennan^ who, in ignorance 
of the cause, said, respectfully — 

" May it not be^ my Lord, that this whole 
affiiir is too lai^ely estimated? To you the rash-« 
ness of Knockwhinnie must be a thing of serious 
recollection ; but the world, which has no spe« 
cial interest to remember it, will set little ac- 
count on the pardon.** 

The Count looked at him gravely, tod then 
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<Nr tfaat I can repine bttouse the Qiis^diailoeiEiv 
cflieued Itfae feirest aajtHmto-^ toj!Bl\f? jUa^ 
Southeiman; I am grievecl only iMrcaiiseittieifaiS 
eoikceded to Chatdaml a-ftivour refused (x) bl^iter 
meni and that loo, inopporitum^to^'the^wiiddtii 
of her ObanoeHor. It is «i tbkigi In itsd^Bfenl 
hmlpBi of dmaii importance; but, bf the memm^ 
kft which it has been done, itmtiy bemadbseiioiad 
I pray to Heaven that evil may not coine4#itL^ 
AU this anxiety appealed to'mugher^j^agfko^ 
portioned to the cause. He thoagbt di^ieMu^ 
perhaps, something of enVy in the totte^ Mdl 
wbidk Diifroy expressed himself conoehliflg 
Chatelard, especially as he was pecsoflckedlhito 
some lurking resentment 4idU affiseted hik dispo^ 
sition towards Knockwhinnie. Btitfliie altera^ 
tion in the countel>aiice DfRii8io^'> When' this 
Count remarked that the prooeeding^of CbolcK 
lard was not to be aceounted 'for bybi^dlpiBrj^ 
causes, haunted his imagination? >and'iie'|sii»{ 
pected the Italian of being in some way a'furty 



sovTsmBKAm 139 

to kj He, hofrdver, said /i!idtliit^ deemb^ it 
prudent, in the dissatisfied mood of tbe Cou&ty 
to« r^TBCD. from any question or okseit^tion 
vHcb ihightbave the effeet of exciting it stiU 
mat*e« ' Dufroy hknsdf was not inclined to oon- 
tkiue the-conversation. 

.Th^•ino^e•the Count n^flectsd on the tnins-* 
aetkm^ he. became the less content Trith his in- 
fiaon^aiaioni R^. dkcernedy by his innate perspi- 
C9ei!^^ that soine peculiar instigation had influ** 
enoed the conduct of Chatdard; and he was 
coRvdiieed it could »ot be the eflSect'Of that ^tt- 
tadofntot only which be po^qfessed to. cfaea:i<sh.'^for 
Adelaide; far he was^ in cemmoa with many ^ 
tbeCokiflrt doubt&l of its sincerity^ In fine^ he 
4wuld not but ^jklertaln a derogatory suspicion 
of r die Queen; and h^' revoked) in consequence^ 
oc»()^ the true and dignified loyalty with which 
heiwaks actuated, to. avail himself once more oi 
th^ freedom she had. allowed to him on all occa** 
sioas^ ta pointi out the hazard she ran of incur- 
ring libetforfeiturelolB those golden opinions whidi 
hear, pedple seemed then so willing to treasure up 
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CHAPTER XVII. 



" Officious fool ! that must needs meddling be 
In business that concerns not thee." 

COWLBT. 



SouTHENNAN parted from Rizzio at the 
same time that the Count Dufroy retired. He 
was too well satisfied that Knockwhinhie had 
received a pardon, to feel any particular interest 
in the means by which it had been obtained 
It seemed to him, however, that Rizzio had been 
in some way accessary to the application of 
Chatelard, although lie evidendy wished not to 
he known, in the transaction^ These reflections 
passed through his mind as he was retiring, and 
some degree of curiosity was in consequence 
incited. He was too ingenuous himself to sus- 
pect others of sinister intentions, nor could he 
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account for the embarrassment which the Italian 
appeared to suffer, as if an act of benevolence 
had been one of shtoie. 

As he went out at the portal of the Palace he' 
met Chatelard in a state of flushed exultation ; 
his countenance was elated, and a vibratory 
emotion visibly affected his whole frame; hup 
eyes were eager and unsteady, insomuch that he 
neither could look another firmly in the &ce, 
nor bear the inquisition of any eye bent upon 
his own. There was moreover an increased 
style of courtesy, bland and patronizing, in bis 
manners, and an altogethemess of grace and 
condescension in his air and deportment which, 
to our hero, seemed incomprehensibly dispro* 
porticme4 to his circumstances. Their recipro- 
<Jal salutations were stiff in their mode; with 
more, however, of an apparently assumed re* 
straint on both sides, than of any actual dimi- 
nution of intimacy. 

Southennan cox^^ratulated him on the successr 
of his application to Aq Queen, and cordially 
thanked him from himself for the &vour he had 
been the means of prQcuring for his friend 



KiiodBwUmBe^ ad&igvnhovnwrtff^ in i 
tinged as it were iritlitivoiv)^ 

^This daimot &il to secure your triniti^ 
witfai Aihlflkfe. It in«8r have heea u> ^^ 
ddiglitfiil'U) tell her 'how 3^U' had snueceeded/' 

*^ I ha;Te scarcely semifaer since^" repBed (Jhk^ 

<« Wasit not in her nameyioft tig^lied to fa^^ 
Miflcsty?" ^ . ' ''- 

, Cbatdard atened a Ikde GonAised at tUsf 
questioBy bat efidentty gratified^ for he' atl" 
swered vfk a simpering, hiJf eames<^ hatf jo^itfar 
Yoice, that it was almost by an accident he had 
succeeded ; and he then described how he had. 
met the Queen and Lady Mary Livingstone, in^ 
the garden^ 

<^But how •came you to think of applying at 
f^j ev«ery other application ha'nngfidligd ? ^ 

^< Of my own modesty," readied the Fr^cb^ 
man with a laugh, at the same time blli^iitag,* 
<< I should not have undertaken the advtetuie ; 
but Riz»io encouraged me." 

^< Indeed } to help your suit witb Adehade ! * 
said Southapcoan. ^^ Qut I must canry the glad 
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new$ to ber £iitli€i^" and with these words ha 
wished Chatelard goodmortiing^ 

He was notusurprised to hear that Riazioi who 
had so reoeDdy aflStcted to know nothing of the 
pardmi^ . had nsally been ilt the bottom of the 
wjhple: aSm : and he omild only acoount for his 
equivocation, by supposing that he was afraid^lest 
bk» wlerfereCHae ouight be resetilsd by the Ootmt 
Dufroy. It seemed a strange business: arid 
yet there wb$ nothing in the incidents of* it 
w^h Qught to have surprised>him,'farther iban 
ihfiiCb^ltrd should have dared to approach 
tj^l^Quoea after so great a dignitary as Ae 
Ablvol; of Kiilwmning had been oUiged to letire 
unst^tisfied. 

These thoughts passed rapidly throogh his 
vjybd, A9 he slowly ascended the Canoiigate. 
In the mid^t of them a hand was femiliarly laid 
op «hia l^lMHilder; and» on turning round, he 
fqund BjssatQ at his side in a staite of in^Murd 
enioymenty with that ea^ression in his counte* 
nance of crafty gratification which is always the 
oonseq^M^'and diaogree^e Index of triuroph- 
mV. cuiuuDg# Our hsm'. on seeing him also 



smiled, and mf^t^-miEiy^lii^'^^'^i^ h^ Kad 
pretended to Ihiboy ign^ikade iX^0:^^ 
proceeding, when in feJCC im'^*yAm'^^ 'f»h« 
^ iu • • " '♦ ■'^***^^'' '-''^^ "• •' ' • 

Rizzio was, as the sailors say, talMi dbaek hjr 
this sudden question, ^ifttt Ddi^ awiurer fhat 
Soutfiennan had met with Cbfttekl-dj' *ftr*e 
was ever too much the nUu^f'^f Wn^Vkb he 
loog disconcerted, and accdi^dhigtf wMi'^Wi 
wonted readiness he replied,' ' • •' "^ 

<< In sooth, Southemito^ it fs/^mk but a lib^^- 
less service to do ye^ any good. You' kfiow 
that Chatelard's passion for Adelaide Is ^t 
mere painting — a semblan^ce without > s<A)^t)ee 
— a glow without fire or flame; while yOUA'ifc 
all fire, and yet shows no gleam whidh ^i^b 
regards. Now what if I thought i« V^'tilfi^'^lp 
your cause, to show her to 'what aimi hii wiish^ 
were bent? Might it not have 'ihe eflFe^ to' 
turn her eyes in some measkre ftoili tiiM tti 
you, by making the Queen's- true tsentliftehls 
visible?'* ' '' * ' 

• This was said in sa artifi«^ial tat'isiaMH&i "AMt 
Southennan was oonvinoed of its iiisdicmty, atifd 



tek a» iC' Ibeiie Wcre^^onelhiB^ in tbevery n^^^ 
tvre of Rizoo .ta be Tdistnififted: he made, no 
answer fiivthe&^liidi by temarlungy in a jooilar 
manner, at the same time looldng impressively 
at'tibeltaiiwi. -. 

*^ YouBfetoa fihrewd : such ^tanagement as 
Ipye^eem^jta ri^uire at Court, wou^ frightoi 
simj^Q.cawtrj.foUBsi.tpfly fromit Itis'enou^ 
to mafc& the ^ared bird struggle imtil it ha* 
snapped the springe*** 

Riezio, however, had by this time fulfyVe- 
COTeFed his selfrpo^ession, aad coatriyed, as 
Chey .ivalked up die street together, plausibly 
ajmost to persuade Southenuan that he had been 
anu^ated, in the indt^nent of Cfaatekrd, en- 
iturely by a widi to serve hinju 
, '^Intrutl^ my friend," said he, « let us look 
at this affair reasonably, as we ^uld do. The 
fellow has talked so much of his wounded heart, 
and ardent passion for Addaide, that no one 
believes a word he says about it; and you and I 
have not been unobsei*vant spectators of who is 
the true loadstone of his affections ; and, there- 
fore, so that her Majesty be liot offended, all 

VOL. II. . H 
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$mtag9m tm fm ^g/^ himr^m of }mr 

By ibis tuw.tbcer bad wemnem) the entiMce 
tp tlva.Uaiaovo,, at the door: of wUdb JQiibviuam 
was accidentally looking out* Babzio^ faeidig 
hoj$od to the hcMiM^ walked at cnoe in^ -aiid 
S^tjlMiim. would h»yepeofleed«d iip.dieJMmcd^ 

f^ A y9fmd w! jmif SfiwAammty v/hot mt 
cordii^ly turned, a^d wen* wtlb Vm isto hk 
{Mdwte room* 

<^ C^ desBtf^" oflied BeingAuaa^ a$ mou. w thejr 
went in sod the. door slmt; <^ Isnii' rtibfti a 
diread&k' eomsem; a' the tQma'&kM. hAltiMixm; 
die ]^TOKo$t kloupkig abooli ib» GQyvu^Mmm 
like a frightened water*wag-tatl in a;Ci|9e» aad 
the BailiiK and a' tke CTounseUon aest^nttiiigit 
aoonstfiflaiatbn> like puddocks m% tbe.>lip o' a 

Our hero's thouglto ruxming on KnodbrUiH 
nie^s pardon^ attributed thi«^ a^w^g atatr of 
the magistaatcy to.aoms^iimg vmpop^]m irkdch 
had resubsd from it; wbereas» tiie ^rortbyfaoat 
was speaking of the ama z e m aiit whidb tke.^&t 



tution of Comylees had occasioned; Ufider ibif 
mUomf^eptiiMf^ SoBlheDaaB^lkd^ 
. ^ I Hope diie agiutionr will soml rafaiftde^ tad 
tM tbe pe^^ wilK StieUae to Ae dde of 

(< Iwbuld fiiin houp sae too; tmi-Iant' jiutt 

tbit tW JPitigBWgi ttd a* Om ivere art and 

part in iu i^ io^ bev faroo^ to: cctadign 

pmuahxtu^t."* 

' . << Ob^l yon^ d0ii*t say aq. biit aheadf come 

to that?" 

^^'tllS fer \aA^ ibittg I kmi ito* tie oottOraty, 
Tbomas Nooise, the baiigmas^ majr has gottaa 
Ub cavmoi^; fot Jtohailie Gaff fe dwoisaed. 
Bilk ctfeatavaf* h« tras hem tdlkigiiee' die lAf' 
t^eautiw^ aad «te dii aicia ptaiio Aat lie iMwdA 
bae dwaoiad bad I oo gi'en him a taas o' Lch 

^«Yau:a3Miii9kiKie/' 

<'< -Dead, I ^ aatonished myselV filcthe oaim- 
«fied:melo tak kg bail:'' 
• 'h8 
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You!", ^claimed Southennah^ "what had 
you to do SvitH it ? " 

" Me ! I'm an honest man, Southennan, a 
lajig-reipected member o' tHe. Vintners' Com- 
pany: what I did wias for the best, and scaith 
was as far frae my thoughts as frae the 'bairn's^ 
that 's Unborn." 

, " But, in the name of all that is wonderful, 
how came you to be, iii any way whatever, con- 
nected with Monsieur Chatelard?" 

"Eh! preserve me, is he in the frying-pan 
too? What's his transgression, and how cam' 
he to be conjunc' wi' us ? " 

" With us — ^with you," cried Southennan ; 
what is it that you say ? " 

*^ Hae ye no heard^that the Tolbooth had been 
broken, and Auchenbrae afF and awa', leaving 
Comylees, your ain friend, for a nest-egg to 
deck mischief out o' ? I thought the whole town 
kent this, and I was just keeking out at the door 
to see if there was a crowd coming to tak me up, 
for flee the country I winna*. I hae a con- 
science void o' offence, baith to man and beast. 
And what would come b' the Unicom and a' 
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the gentleman? It's fash enough wi' a' my fore- 
thought, to get their dinner as it is ! " 

Southennan perceived that they had been at 
cross purposes, but without explaining the source 
of his own misconception, he inquired into the 
particulars ' of Bal wham's stoiy, and imme-. 
diately after quickened his steps towards the 
Tolbooth. 



IM 



CHAMTER XVin. 

" I am undone ; there is no living, none, • 
If Bertram be away I " 

8HAK8PXABS* 

In the meantime the Count Dofiroy had re- 
quested an audience of the Queen; whidi her 
Majesly, unconscious of having done any th^ 
equivocal, was surprised at. It had beea the 
custom of the Count, at all hours after she had 
come for the day into the presence-chamber^ to 
obtain admission without the formality of asking 
leave. She was still more surprised when on bis 
entrance she saw by his countenance that some- 
thing had occurred to disturb him; and there 
' was a thoughtful sadness in his eye which made 
her feel as if she had given occasion for some 
remonstrance or exhortation. In consequence, 
she stood waiting until he should address hen 
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A re^pAon so rta^an^ «ttd so mnutual was at- 
tribated by him to the conscioiia»e$s of error; 
and he spoke to her y^i^ an unwonted degree 
of solemnity : 

^< Madam, I have }nst been infolded that yoot 
Majesty has been pleased to eSctend your royal 
ttieipcy to Knockwhinnie^'^ 

The Queen with a pensive snule replied that 
it Was^so.^:'- ' 

" But,'* said she, ^^ I cannot hope d)At yottf 
Merin juslMse^iii^ lappb^d the daedi^'-^ > * 
* ^<*lt » not to the clemency by^ whi6ti;|ri9^ 
MtSfestf^ benbvoknce has beea gmtifiedv JlM^^I 
^Bl2>uM|M9nMieto oligeot; butlwoiddbeatfilt^f^ 
that it lu».net been granted in like loMXimt I 
kavie bee» infermed." 

^^dQueen smiledyandsaidvwidi'ber umial 
aSblHlily^ «< And ii^t » the oontbgiency if it 
hisbeenso?'? 

IFheCoisnt^iised tomedilatehis answer, and 
then itedd, widi die prafonndest i^i^ieol, ^* I shidl 
•i^tttrn to Rrance.** 

Th^ Que^i looked in the utmost acaafiE^iient, 
Mid dieh said, strugglii^ with emo^n^ 
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' " Caii I have done anything to cause itie. to 
forfeit such estimable service ? Count I)ufroy, 
I have here few friends; there may be ait)und 
me honest men, but I know not yet whith to 
trust ; and therefore, I beseech — ^I would almost 
say command, you — ^to stifle that intention, 
granting that I have erred. But inwhat con- 
sists my error ?" - ' 

Dufroy paused again before he replied, and 
then said, " . 

^ In conceding to the young man Chatelard 
the pardon of Knockwhinnie, in opposition, to 
higher arid graver advice; and after your Maj- 
jesly had deemed* it expedient t6 refuse the ap- 
plication of the Abbot of Kilwinning." ^ 

A blush overspread the 'Queen's cotmtenande. 
She discerned at once his whole mind, and saw 
the' construction of which her compliance was 
susceptible ; but she added firmly, * ^ 

" How know you that the pardon was gr^nt^d 
at th6 request of Chatelfird?'* 

" It is so stated : if it be not true, none of all 
jour Majesty's faithfulest Subjects will more re- 
joice than myself*** ' , ' . 
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• ' . . •» ^ i- 

" fc therer.th^n/' exclfdmed the Queen m 
eyi<}ent; »larni, <^ so much importance fastened 
to, my. consenting that the pardon, should go 
fi^rthj'iperjely because Chatelard was made the 
i^nt of my •intention/' 

« It is, to. be deplored that your Majiasty had 
npt consented to the solicitatioh of the Abbot of 
Kilwinning, or to any other of ypur Court, ra- 
l^rlthaa.to'that presumptuous young man," 

" Heavens I" cried the Queen, with increasing 
i^larm, and resuming her- seat, " What do your 
wot4? portend? What is said of me, that you,. 
friW^ tituit true* loyalty .which I have ever expe- ' 
fenced, should deem it needful to. speak so 
plainly? Tell me, what is it that you think ? As 
foi^.the babbling gossip of the Court, I account 
ij^tbut, as the east wind." 

" And that is blighting,*' replied the Count; 
and advancing towards her, he knelt, and she 
extett4ed'tphnn her hand to kiss. "Pardon 
my boldness ! In these times and in this country 
I fear, y our. Majiesly may. n<H lightly consider 
the mildew. of such detraction; there are many 
of high, power and great influence in th& king-, 
H 5 



ittt% wbo lodk upon ]K>ar Bl^eflly?^ rcX^oa' as 
an obstacle to the ascendancy thcjr oo^et ia the 
\State I grmtf mmre tfaati irodbcfm «iqpfes^ 
that Cbatelacd ii ao honourad bjr j(m MajeitjFr* 

The Qaeen started up, her ejea flnbiog wkh 
|pdigpati6n» aodr after heatfly nonig acsross the 
toom, said, 

^ My Lo«d-*-ao^ kt me rather say my {mod 
— speak with your ¥Pmited candour! .I^dUiiot 
diigiiise that I asn now wdtt. aware^ of aQ yoa 
think; but on what show of ciTidesce or of . ct»* 
jeetiire dare any tm» suspect^ that in this grsoe 
I was iirfected with ai^ qabeooming motiT€^?^' 

It was impossible for the Count not lo &(A 
the sincerity of tUs impasooned address; and 
he immediately repUed, mth his old accustomed 
freedom, that of her Majesty notUngderogjail^ry 
had ever been insinuated till this unfortunate 
pccurrmice; and he added more sedately^ diaS 
the illrplaoed attachment of Cbatdard was. evi- 
dent to the whole Ckmrt 

<< Has it, indeed* been 30 observed?" 

^ Then/' said the Comit, drify, <'yaur M*. 
jeslgr knows it, and yet eneoaraged his prc«adip» 



Item, by grarniiig to Urn m yequMst denitd to 

«> EtaoQfuragedf Gati the OwntDufW^ sii^ 
fto?*^ And she (mlrst ifim ftpafisim (tf teim, 
fektMte^; >'<Yea, I Itove dMetm»g$ but it 
was notfr^m aoiy ^ithnali^ of hiiit> loy ^s^iorit 
was worn out by the importunities I bsiy% en- 
dtti^ : hib appK^Ubti ti^s but tbe atom that 
tuh^^ the 6^^. Do iriik him^ Count, ^ ywk 
deem most betordont with my honour; let kiln 
> be hiitanrtily (sent forth the kingdom*'' 

Hie <?omil: litoddibr «ome time viewing her 
with toiBtpsasknii }iA isbe wattod acrdw fbe room, 
abandoned to grief, and indulging fa«r learB. In 
fte midsrt of thi£i agitAtkMi, sh^ suddenly halted, 
and, turning towards him^ said, 

^ I )see; ill d6hig that, We shiiS ottly ^ve war- 
ranty to the venom of slflndetoua tongues; and 
yet what else can be done?*' 

Dufroy attanpted to console hef^ by assuring 
her of his conviction, that as there had been no 
oblivion of her own dignity, the stosry might pass 
away, when Chaitelftrd should be dent h<Mne to 
France. 
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<^BuV saidtbeQiieeo, '^bowcanfaexeiwin 
her^ wkhout some cfaaoge being sboim tp biiOi 
in my demednqur. Will n^t tl^t be observisd? 
and how can I stoop to di^simulaticHi wijtb bi$ 
audsicitj? No, Count,i. there is no other cxMunsi^ * 
send him forth.the kingdoml'' 

*< I fear there is none other/' ad^ed the CounJ*^ 
^^ I did think. a middle course might have been 
steered; but your Majesty's conditbn forbids fiH 
expediency." . ., 

^< Then let him be at , once informed his ser- 
vice is dispensed with, and that he come no more . 
to this house. I can make sacrifices of things 
dear to me when nised reiquires; but this is none. 
I did not suspect that his measureless arrogance * 
had been so noted by others ! " < . 

Adelaide entering at this moment, the G>uiit 
retired, and the Queen, bending upon her should 
der, again wept bitterly. 

<< Alas, Madam, is he still so rutUess? " said 
Adelaide; <' while all the Court rejoice in your 
Majesty's clemency ? " 

. The Queen, instead of replying to this tt^peal, 
abruptly inquired, / 



. "Have you observed in ChateltffdBUghttOwards, 
me to justify the mfelice of evil tongues. AAswer, 
me plainly, for you can have been no negligent 
oi)server of him. You do not answer.* It. is 
enough, and I forgive you. Buttellme sin- 
cerely, have ever I, by accident or inadvertiency; 
showed him any particular. favour?" ' - 

<< I have not myself,'' replied Adelaide, with 
diffidence and gentleness ; " but I have been 
told, that on more than one occasion your Ma-* 
jesty has been too gracious to him." 

**Who dare say so?" cried the indignant 
Queen. ". It is some idle fancy of the ante- 
chamber. Twice he touched my hand'with too 
much of fellowship ; and I made him conscious 
he was too bold. But such fooler}* cannot be 
again: he is dismissed my service; and by the 
first vessel and favouring wind, he goes to 
France." 

This sudden intelligence smote the enthralled 
heart of Adelaide; she became pale, and, almost 
swooning, sank into a seat. 

" Why, thou weak girl, what hath overcome 
thee? Verily, thou art more forward in thy lovfe 
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Aan accords with mode^jr* I take blame upon 
mysdif for not reproving thy too-wellnseen affec- 
tion before. He is not worthy of it; nor dotli 
it much enhance Ay dl^frotki^ to have made 
such a choice, when one so far iurpassii^ him 
in all manly «nd mannerly excdknea i» pining 
unrequited. Think no more 5f hintj and give 
such heed to young Southennan as in time may 
draw that cherished folly from thy Inreast. But 
I will urge thee no ftnrtli^ at this time^ iihan 
that thou shouldst prepaid to meet < thy fictboe 
wldi happy looks; for doufade^ bt*wiU prsaenliy 
be in quest of thee here. ' Oo thed, and set thy 
countenance in better pyglit. It w^oold aigne 
fietle for diy good^^iattm^ ^Atieh km Utiiimti 
been all gentleness, toi meet thy fiithar wilfo'B 
tiaage ao woe-begohe* Oo^ At obde, midweaA 
ia Livingstone. Verily, she is a better eeaap^ 
nion for one who hath discarded a suiCoc^ than 
the hapless nymph who Icttlg in ho^dtefeiess 
hath loved too well!'* • '^ * 
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CHAPT*1R XIX. 



r Wi^ iv^ttt gre^iikeaa 



Dq I kug^niy Actions! there is ^o mirth 
Which is not truly season'd with some madness." 

' ' i ' FORD. 

> Knockwhihnie, from the time of his inear*' 
oeitttum^'had suffered loudi in h» nund* He 
did not^ greatlj^ dread the ^nominy, nor the 
zmtikof Jiis triifl, being petsuaded dmt as hit^ 
dKmee had n^t preyed fittal, the indictment 
weidd be reEltricted to an wbitrary punisfameiity^ 
acoei*diiig to^a prerogatiTe whkh the puUie 
pDOsecttHor lof ficotlandy the lord Advocate^ has 
Iqog oermed ; but i^till bis attxieties were sharp 
aiid nifliiJlQbl^ . 

> He. bad been npv for a long period of years 
absent from his lands and castie, which, in the 
interval, had fallen into decay. He thoi^ht 
the Lord Kilbamie, his father-in*law, had acted 
towards him with a rigour that oould onfy be 



160 SOUTHKHNAN. 

justified by some great wro^g, md he was im- 
conscious of haviug committed any towards 
him. He considered bim as tbe ^riqg of all 
bis domestic misfc^unes, by bavingi as be si|p-» 
posed, influenced tbe Lady Ellenor to remain 
in Scotland wh^ sbe was so earnestly entreated 
to come to France. His beart was ^Iso. 
troubled on bisi daughter's account, botb vfifti 
respect to tbe state of ber {^ectipns^ and the 
relationship in, wbicb ^h^ stood to the poqnt^ 
Dufroy by tbe adoption ; for babitual rejflection, 
even after be bad ascertained the innocence of 
that bigb-minded nobleman, made bim still 
think of bim with something of the heat and 
irritation of an enemy. But thechiefest soujrce. 
of bis annoyance arose from tbe Qonfinement. 

Accustomed to the freedom, activity,, and fldr., 
venture, of an. outlaw, be felt as if bis spirit i^efe^ 
girded within a hoop, and be moved in agit^Moa^^^ 
through his, gloomy. chaml)er, like a wild. bird 
when first imprisoned. ' This physical suffering, 
however, foi: it was of;that natur^,.thouigh ^i^g 
from.the ineffectual sti:uggles of his ; jnind, sub-.^ 
sided' in tbe course of th^ first night;,, and by jtb^. 
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time Stotithennan was admitted to him, a gloomy 
melancholy had isucceeded'to the vivid emotions 
and sudden fluctjaation with which he was at 
first k> vidfehtly affected. In its calm, however, 
there was no peace. It was like the unwhole- 
some fen, which in its sullen silence breathes' 
forth infection. He became afflicted with mis- 
anthropical antipathies ; his reminiscences were 
sour and indigestible; and his spirit, sickened 
with'the nausea of self-dissatisfaction, revolted 
agaiiist the world for the sufferings he endured,*, 
iinj ustly disprbportioned,' as he thought theini to 
the extent of his errors. 

* "When Soiithennan entered he was istandiiig 
near the grated aperture of liis dungeon, into 
which a dim reflection of the sun from the glass 
of ian opposite window, shone with a dull and 
sifflot^r Itistre upon the ruins of his tall and' 
manly form; his' amis were folded on his 
breast,; arid his head was slightly bent in rumi^ 
nation. 

;- Oii hearing the door opened he turned round 
his eyes without changing his poi5ition, and on 
observing fli&t it was not' the jailor who entered, 



lie tssmned a >pn>adi«ttitiid6 tMal^ lAl wbaat 
had ooottB jmo the lights 

Obv hm» adf&notd widi fdmmri^jtam^ sm^ 
nsmatal wjtk'the itewa^Mfaad to tt^ Jieldlidisa 
10 him boAk fak hmids. KdoiakwiitaM <:€Mty» 
aiekoowie^ged die wanolh <^ h^^ 
Bs$% and ivsih aseeitmg reliwlanoei torched ng^ 
aoeofdmii. 

oioii retmsn^ Mppi^sstd « Us fisdii^is^ •mid 
jtfpudrf told him dftt tha Q»e0ii bKlaH«i(ttit«i 
to his immediate pndon, and that he to^t 
escpect his release in the^ecnarBe of tfai» di^i^ 

At this important infbrmatictti the. mood Im4 
toob{)er of die prisoner imderweivl ^ iamauedto^ 
ehai^e. . i]filieacditwttba^Mi9emiodi£feti»IM 
iind only empiired tor his daugiitef • r r 'i 

^ n%m is this KnockiwhimaJe?" mA atn^ 
ea&aii; <^ yoo hear me as of I were d» hamet 
dfaome hoaeehoU errand.'' 

<^'Tis even so, and I am grieved at being 
unable to return your zeal and Ardsamr n^tftt but 
the words of thankfulnessi This dfi«k»^dais^ 
niumow <Atamber,. and the prol^ted douc^ 



t am a tbhig ^isdh^rged ia^ its )URN»-Hif ft Ira^ 
moif^wim^^ktmi witli &«gte of ii»6^es<^ ' 

Sduthemtttn* remonstrated with liM'dti di<^ 
kiM^oei df Biidi':iinpi^efittkbte>£iMib9^ and 
«iKii0tt^an(M lodi^ btttu^^'liie 

ngument tras unavaiSiig. Hb eMiiltsiienee^ 
hawcrver^ then brightened, and wheft lie readied 
&Br0fiei!i %ix<^u ^ fetdsed a long ^dse^p 4)reath, 
to> if to 'lAmirir & x^fteflfaliig di^auglit^ aijKf 
said* V. • . . 

« ]^ifw dtiidbtB is ibe free abM4KHf -lAicb tiie 

They had proceeded togetherlo KniO(A?irhii^ 
tA^alod^ii^ whare fa& dresi«d Kniself far the 
Palace, being eager lo ^ish his dtfoghter, before 
8biitii^i!teiaa reoattected "irllat &e host of the 
IModiiillad toldk)in<^ComyIees^'eonfinem€fnt. 
nis^ induced them to separate; ibi" ottr hero 
Istt&eoHBtiteiaed i^y Ins humanttjr to hasten back 
M tke ToNbdoth. 

Knoclraiiiimie had not plioee^ded many stepfi 
AowH tlie s&oet, when suddenly reooUecting that 



tie ktd n^Iected tp i|iqiibr€(,to.,w^q5e mpiiia^dm 
he was indebted fi>r {lis pardf(%l^e hj^tdl^ ^^f?!^. 
back, and pvertakipg oi;iji:..h<5rQ,, begged to ^ 
informed as to tW3. . r 

The question wa$ 4i|prdwt to. So^thenfli^^^^^ 
feelings. It implied a sense. of ob%^9;^ op 
the part of KoQckwhinnie : bi|t h^ JvowevQr, 
disdained to conceal that Ims gratitude, wfis di^ 
to Chatelard« ; 

"Say you it was the young Frenchman!'' 
exclaimed Knockwhinnie^ ^'he who professes 
such affection for my daughter ? *' ' 

Our hero felt, as it were, the chill shadow of 
a cloud overcome his spirit, and he replied in. a 
marked and emphatic manner, 

" The same. He does indeed openly profess 
the most inextinguishable love— too openly." 

He would have added more, but was re- 
strained by motives of delicacy. He knew that 
the gossip of the Court would soon set the ' 
professions of Chatelard in their pioper light; 
and he therefore rejected the suggestion . as 
mean, which prompted himself, though but for 
an instant, to think of deteriorating the grateful 



sensibility r>y Adtech lQi6c£%ttiiii!e ^is 'iJieh 
aniinated. Biit liis feai^ were awakened;' for by 
tbisflme lie had learnt enough of Court prac- 
tices to think it not beyond the scope of pro- 
Ba1)ilityi that Chsteliitd Wbtdd accept the h^nd 
6)f ' Adeiaidie, to'disguisd the daring and am- 
biitiqus f)assi<in^ which he had cherished for the 
(Jjii^lh, aM WIri\3i he so sedulously but insuft 
ficiently endeavoured to conceal. 



. I 






And.easily entceated ; 'ti& good mnnen 
Not to be troublesome ! ** 



SouTHBKVAK did oot find it neomim^ to 
proceed sq far lus die TolhooAif fon beLsiet 
Comylees ooming fross the CcmngiMbiitbci^ 
where he had beefi before ihc) in<^wriii»c»j ;by 
whoni, after his case had been examine^ he Uras 
discharged. , . ^ >; , .^t: 

^^ In course now, Southennan» ' said the €91-^ 
asperated Laird» ^' this is an aiyfiil bi^vsil?^; i^ut 
it 's weel o'er» and I must thole the dule o't ^ 
weel as I can. Oh, Laird ! it's ^ most .hqrridr 
able thing, in course now, to be, k^pt in tfaa 
black-hole o' a Tolbooth, frae the ye^terdaj 
till the mom.*' 

Southennan expressed great pleasure at i 



iitg the Laird ^g9m at Hberiy; md ft heing 
900 nearly dino^ tune, he retusned iritb hism 
Uiwards the UniconL 

^^ I think, Gonaylees,'' said he^ ^^it was xM 
becoming your Vxmt^d sagiicity tQ> be tsUsm i^ 
lay Audie»brae?** 

««^ Ye may weel say, takkn In; fcr Thad ii8« 
bufsuQiess, ioL course now, wi' {urn* B^ I was 
fut into Im Me, and how he got out, is pa^ 
dseeoBiprdi^sioQsofbiHaait natures Itiaigbf^ 
m ati$$sm^ yiuB>€okt&o{Wii^iiii^ auld fiheirn^* 
Bmht^ tot k^ stout and gttde^ I wouI<bia^ 
iWBiA w hft<6f a trssA urit j<m, aaewnt my dtst- 
aaters, iHf ee^oiBe Aow, <^r a fladc oV 

:lab^lUB'<0i:% 1^^ -^ey ap- 

proached die door of the. tavem, at which 
Heq;^ "t^ w^Mhg for his. mistier. 

>F<sr K^ii^ b^a^n or atiodier die b6y, on this 
oediid<^'^^SP hot i^m in any'particullu: maa.* 
nttf to W&^-fcfrk private interview; but Before 
B^mtSJ^oUM appesured lit si^ he had been re« 
BftaafM%' sharp oh the outlbdc &r falmt i^unning 
oonti»aa% intothe steeet, and holding his hand 
lAs^^^^ td seeif beweoe coming, eil^ 
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from his own lodgings in the upper part of the 
town, or from Hoi jrood House below ; indeed^ 
his anxiety and impatience were so remarkable, 
that his conduct attracted the notice of some of 
the other guests. 

As his master passed into tbe door, Hughoc 
slyly pulled him by the skirt, ^nd with a i^gnifi- 
.cant cautious look, intimated that he had some- 
thing particular to communicate : our hero, in 
consequence, allowed Cornylees to go np stairs 
alone, and lingered in the passage to hear what 
the boy had to say. Hughoc, however, thought 
the place too public; he looked suspiciously 
around, and then said — 

" Come into Maister Balwham's ain room, 
and I 'U brush the stour aff yoii. Laird ! " 

All this mystery had the intended effect on 
Southennan: he followed Hughoc into the 
room, and closed the door behind him, saying— 
" Well, what have you got to tell me now; 
be quick, for dinner will soon be on the tablc'f 
"Ye maun first,'' replied the boy, *«s^, as 
sure 's death, that ye'U no speak o't! for the 
man that told me said it was a something that 
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iBight bring life and limb into jeopardy.'* And 
he added, with a soft and low solemn whisper, 
** They say it 's a treason ! " 
<< Let me hear what it is/' 
** The Queen's in a terrible passion ; running 
up and down the palace, whisking in at ae 
door, and vanishing out at anither, like a cat 
wi' a gale o' wind in her tail." 
« And for what is all this ? " 
<« A French gentleman has daur't to court 
her, which is a sin, they say, that canna' be 
pardoned, and which I am weel pleased to 
hear ; for when I saw her royal Majesty gallant- 
ing wi' her leddies, I thought she was just 
like anither lass, though a very bonnie ane." 

Southennan was amused at this description^ 
and inquired what he imagmed the Queen to 
have been. 

" Na," said Hughoc ; " that 's a kittle ques- 
tion. But I thought she was a', gold and pearls, 
wi' a crown on her head, and bairns holding 
up her tail. Gudeness me ! what 's the worth 
o' kings and queens, if the're only just like 
Other folk?" 

VOL.r U. I 



" Well, but idiat is this story of the Frencb- 
man?" 

" The rights o*t cows a' : he fell down, as 
the dai^ gai^g^ onliis bended knees, and began 
to say a pater-noster, whai the Count came in 
and catched him, and hauled him out o* the 
room by the lug and the horn, and flung hiiA 
down the stair, wi' a kidc that made him tumble 
the wull-cat three times before he reached the 
bottom." 

"And what then?** 

" He 's ordered to pack up his ends and his 
awls, and be awa' to France/' 
- Notwithstanding the extrava^mce of this 
story, Southennan discovered something in it 
which he was not ill-pleased to hear. It was 
manifest that Chatel^d had committed some 
indiscretion, and that the Count Dufroy had 
dismissed him from, the Queen's service. In 
fact, the boy's tale was but the vulgar version 
of the circumstances which have been already 
related, 'with the addition, however, of Chate- 
lard's dismissal. Hughoc was enjoined to ol>- 
serve secresy; and pur hero went up staits 



ioJao tUe, room where the daaly guests "were as^ 
sembling. Here. the particul9i$. of diffisrent 
editions o£ the samfi st&Kjyrec^ imder the pro^ 
oess of coUatbn jsud dissection; but all agreed 
that Chatelard had been dismjHsed» and that sen* 
t^nce of banisbment was ismed against him. 

Comylees» who hadiJistened attentively to the 
discussion, and still resentful of the incarcera- 
.tion he had suffered, placed himself at table 
beside our hero, with a troubled and gloomy f 
countenance. During the whole operations of 
the ,dinner he continued moody and sullen; at 
last he said — 

" When will ye be gaun west, in course now, 
Southennan ? I '11 be aff the mom ; aa honest 
man has ^ae security in Embra There was I, 
&xr naething waur than a drap of drink, con- 
fined, the best p£ut of twa days and a whole 
blessed night, in the dismallest room, and the 
caoldest^ in course now, I believe in this worl/i ! 
Jcmah, in the whale's belly, without fire or candle, 
and naething a' the time but cauld jSsh guts to 
handle, waaia waur aff. And here's a youi^ 
-man,, who just, I'se warrant, for calling th^ 
i2 



,o canny pla^ja^^^^ 

course now, y*'^^^ ^^!2tioii.V^ P^*^ 
J :« tlie hone that w^Vf^J Wr?P r>«^ 

And giving Sou*enn».knaage«* 
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bow, and chuckling as he did so, he added, 
** Many a gude laugh wiH my postericMrs hae^ 
tehen they see the i^titis-a6 testltaonials of itty ex* 
ploits at the bbniiie widdw's court !" . 

At this jtinctttrej Bill wham' wiping the flask 
with His ^protty placed it open on the? taWe, ' 

** Th^i'^,'' said he, « with triumph, " is a 
better cotdial than atny in ^t the Queen'd aught. 
I had it otit tf the cellar, ready for my worthy 
friend, Knockwhinnie. Ave Maria ! he's now 
a &ee' man ; and I had a hope he would hae 
honoured toy tabte by taking a trendier here, 
as he' was Wont to do in the Queen mother's 
time. But, hech sirs ! he ^s an altered ahdpehi- 
tential man ! Oh, Comylees ! little ken yeo' 
what I 'm subjected to on account o' your spree 
in his behalf. It was weel intended, but the best 
o' folk, as weel as you Laird, are liaUe to mak* a 
tiiistake at a time." 

Southennan, who 5tood, as Comykes said of 
him, " more on his peremptors than was comely 
in the istock of an ancient house, or becoming 
the gude auld fashion^ o' Scotland,'' did not en- 
tirely reliifh the freedom of his host ; and accor- 
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dingly he civilly gave him a hint to redr&J 
— *< Well, Southennan, that beats prent, to tell 
an honest, man in his ain house that we oouldna'' 
be fished wi' him ! In com^ now, I wouldna' 
hae been guilty o' sic menseless breeding for the 
price of my velvet dress, the whilk ye havenaV 
in course now, yet said ye would buy/* 

Much as, at all times, our hero was amused 
with the homespun eccentricities of Comylees, 
the story of Hughoc had left an impression 
which he could not shake off; and in consequence 
he had but taken two glasses of the wine, when, 
on pretence of business, he left the Laird ta 
solace his siolitude with the remainder. 
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CHAPTER XXL 



« Xhifl is aome .fellow , 

Who, having been prais'd for bluntness, doth affect 

A saucy roughness ; and constrains the garb 

Qmte from his nature/' > ' 

8HAK8P£ABE. 



. The reader has already be^n informed that 
l^e Earl of Morton, was, at d^ |)eriod, a distin^ 
guisjied member bf the Scottish Court. Thisr 
nobleman acted an eminent part in the subse-i 
quent troubles of Mary^s reign» and was raised 
in the end to the dignity of Regent of ite 
Kingdom. 

He was e6teem^d by all parties as a man of 
talent : he prdfessed to be a Erotestant, and bad 
great influence with that party ; but his conducti 
was loose aiid licentious, compared to the strict! 
morality of l^e other lords of the congregation ;* 
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and it was not imputed to him that any prin- 
cipley eitl^r of rdigion or of prdbity» stood in 
the way of his interest or advancement. 

In his manners, Morton was coiurse and fami«- 
liar; and possessed a .doKiuright bliint humour, 
which persons of i^t sort of character oft^i as^ 
sume and practice, as an evidence of what is 
called plain honesty, but which would better de- 
serve the name of rough rqguery. Hispcffscwi 
was not unlike his mind f h^ was rather under 
the common size ; his limbs.and %ure indicated 
weight rather than str^igth ; he was massy ra« 
tberthan athletic,. dark in his- complexion, his 
head round and bald; and his features, harsh and 
without harmony, were expreaiive of shrewdness, 
fearlessness, and more of ira6eibleohstinacr;r than 
of fortitude. Being addicted to court popularity 
among the lower order% his language was in 
consequence coUoquial^ often vulgar : but Jiis 
humour served to redeem the vulgarity, and the 
strong grasp of seeming sense which he took in 
his remarks, sometimes procured more deference 
to his opinions, than the degree of thek wisdom 
deserved: in his wisdom, indeed, there was 
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much of ciumihg; and hef was *bettef pleased to 
BCCompUsii his purposes' by ci*atehesS, tban by 
that plain straightforward bmitse, which* he so 
much ai&cted* — 

When Knockwhitinie, after changing his 
dress, proeeeded to Holyroiodl Hotts^ to iSee his 
daughter, he fell in with the Eari of Morton, 
with whom he had been, in his youth, ac* 
qusinted^ Time had, however, so altered him- 
self in the interval, that the Earl did not re- 
bognisehim at first, when he addressed himself 
to him, so that Knodcwhinnie was obliged to 
mention his name, and to remind him of their 
former oompanioii£^ip. 

« Aye ! " said his Lordrfiip, With one of- his 
gruff smiks, " aAd soye're that outkfcwed ne'er- 
do-well : but I hear ye hae gotten your pardon, 
livonder what yell inake o% for when I was 
acquaint wi' you lang syne* ye wei*e as cam- 
stairie a swankie as any royster in Lithgow or 
Falkland, and I maun say ye 're tio*blate to 
-be: shoving your snout' so 46€fa -in-a»)Ang us 
here» What 's your buritfess at the PlalacoiM' 

Knock whmnie recollected enough 6f l^r- 
i5 
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con's character to take this address as it was 
really meant, and with equal jocularity answered 
it, saying, 

*^ My daughter is there with the Queen, and 
I have not ^een her since she was an infant." 

" A brave father ye hae been to her \" said 
Morton; ^< and what 's her name, and what 's 
«helike?'* 

Knockwhinnie briefly recapitulated the cir- 
cumstances of her adoption by the Count Du- 
froy, to which Morton listened'with curiosity and 
attention, without interposing a word during 
the recital, but at the conclusion he said, 

" And so that jimp and genty lily-faced 
lassie, the Queen's mamselle, as they call her, 
is your only daughter. She ^1 be weel tochered; 
but I doubt the straemash that has happened 
this morning will be a bar to her matrimony." 

« To what do you allude ? " 

« Hae ye no heard that the Frenchman wi* 
the parrot's neb, that every body said was to 
marry the Count's daughter, is thought to hae 
been o'er girt wi' the Queen, and used his e&cacy 
to get your pardon for glaumor to hide their 
gaUanting." 
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: Kfioekwhinnie was disturbed by this informa- 
tion. It augured, he considered, but ill for 
himself that Chatelard should h^ve incurred th^ 
envy and malice of the courtiers for procuring 
his pardon, ,nor was he less trouble^i to heaj^ 
such a cause assigned for his success, as that 
which the Earl so irreverently expresse^^ 

By this time they had come near to .the pat 
lactate, and were about to enter, when Mor*; 
ton seeuig Ch^t^&rd and Rizzio at a distance, 
seemingly in earnest and serious conversation, 
pointed him out to Knockwhinnie. 

" D'ye see,*' said l^ " yon twa lads at the 
park-yett; ane of jthem i^' a' perfect deeyil in- 
carnate, I mean him wi' the bqwly legs, saf^ 
stout and shoxu I r^d you, Knockwhinnie, 
take care of your lugs and the eyne in your 
head, to say naething of either your teeth or 
your tongue, for he has the black art of getting 
the better of evety body. Th^ other lad wi' the 
lang genteel legs, imd sae spruce, is the Frenchr 
man that got you respited frae the gallows ; for 
its but a respite* Knockwhinnie, as nae doubt ye 
ken in your own breast what ye 're ordained 
for." 
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Knockwhinnie rariher abmpdy quitted tlie 
Earl, and went towards Riczaio and 'Cbatcjbrd* 
On approaching tbenv be addressed Umsdf at 
onoe to the Frenehaikan^ with hiB best comiesjr, 
and thanked him with sincerity for l&e servtee 
he had done, him I sajriag^ 

^/ I am KnockwJ^innie, and I hope it is not 
tfue that you have been exposed to any iJ^will 
on my account/' ^ y . 

While he was speakings Rizsdo obseifTed him 
closely, perusing him an it were from head Id 
foot^ an instinctiye habit whenever a stranger 
came before him, Cbatelard, on . the -contrary, 
appeared confused, his eye wandered, and <eYery 
thing about him evinced a wish that he were 
elsewhere. The warmth, however, and fi^^ank- 
ness of KnockwhinniC) put^his outof his power; 
they were too sincere and4ecided to be evaded, 
he could not, therefore, but acknowledge .that 
he was happy in having been able to render any 
service to the father of Adelaide* 

« It is true,*' said he, " that I have fallen 
since into some eclipse, but I accuse only Du* 
froy/' 
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"What say you?" cri^ KnocbwIiiniiieJ «In 
what has he injured you ? Is it on my account? 
Has he not already punished me enough ? '^ 
* Rizzio, by a slight erndtidn* of sui*priise9 showed 
that he fdt some interest ill die father of Ad&t 
laide, whom he now saw tor the first time. But 
he made no remark : Chatelard, however, re- 
plied, 

*' The Count is jealous of every one that has 
any infiuenee with tlie Queen ; and it is kitbwn 
that he was averse to your pardon. I succeeded 
mmy application to her Majesty; and in that 
I have offended. He thinks, by having pro* 
cured my dismissal, he has indemnified himself, 
and punished me: but I am not yet out of 
Scotland." 

There was, in these few words, more of the 
spirit of a young man than the worldliness of a 
courtier. They implied confidence in the Queen^s 
supposed partiality for him, more openly than 
was discreet towards a stranger. Rizzio seemed 
to feel .this, and by a sign intimated to Chate- 
lard to be more on his guard; but the pride 
and ambition of the Frenchman were .both 
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smartiiig ^th the pain of his dismissal; at 
the time he was little dispgs^ to repress th^ 
animoaity which he felt against Dnfiroy, and 
accordingly he continued to inyeigh against 
«him, with the acrimony of mortified feelings 
md disappointed amhitioQ. .. 

'^ His enmity,'* said Knockwhinnie» ^^ can 
only serve to augment my obligations to you; it 
indeed increases your claim upon me: and as-he 
adopted my daughter without my consent, I 
am now, thanks to you and the Queen's grace, 
in a condition to assert the rights and preroga^ 
tiyes of her natural parent.'' 

Rizzio, who had not before interposed, ob^ 
served, 

^* But Chatelard is compelled to quit the 
kingdom, and is ordered to embark to-morrow 
in a vessiel which sails in the course of the day 
£br Calais/' 

" It must not be — ^it must not be ! " rejoined 
Knockwhinnie, hastily; ^< he has obtained the 
remission of my offence, and it is my duty td 
mitigate his misfortune. In what odour standi 
Lord Morton with the Queen ? he was once 4 
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friend of mine^ and I parted from him just now 
seemingly content to renew our intimacy. Hiink 
you that it will serve my friend here to ask hia 
interference ? " • 

•* You are, no doubt, aware," replied Riz- 
aio, ^* that he is with the reformers; but he 
hath power through the Queen's bastard bro- 
ther, the Prior of St. Andrew's, and no man 
of the Court, not even the Count Dufroy, has, 
at this time, so much influence with her Ma<» 
jesty." 

** Has the Prior too fallen from the church? '? 
inquired Knockwhinnie, who was himself a 
Catholic, but a very moderate one. 

** That is an old story,'' said Rizzio, ** and 
it is supposed he will soon cast his slough: he is 
expected to he ennobled.". 

A slight shade of sadness passed over the 
countenance of Knockwhinnie, and he said, in a 
softened tone, 

^^ I expect to find many cdd friends with new 
faces." 

^< If you find any friends at all," said Chate* 
lardy ^* account yourself fortunate.; for the Couot 
Dufroy rules alL" 
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<* I griete to hear it; •cttir Sixmish h&nim »e 
not d* a tj^nper to brook the iftterfercaicte d? 
foreigners in tbeir ooncehidj*'"' ^ « » ' '. 

Rizzio dianged colonr ^ iM^' knA sidd^ 
<« The man must be careless othbhi^sH^ who 
would attempt to use any freedom with your 
thistles." 

♦* And yet," replied Chatelard, somewhat 
jeeringly, " I know of no one so apt as yourself 
to do so." 

"What?" cried Rizzio, with a shai^ ac- 
'cent. 

" I have heard/* replied the Frenchman, 
" that you are to be my successor." 

Rizzio, whose situation in the office of the 
Queen's correspondence, was under Chatelard, 
affected to laugh at this, and looked at Knock-* 
whinnie, who replied, 

" In sooth, gentlemen, you must set s^ watch 
on your lips, if you hope for easy days and 
sound rest among us; for we do not account the 
state to have much prospered since it became 
needful to trust so much of our business to you 
ieamed foreigners. But I shall have other op* 
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portimities. of counseUing you on ibis head; 
asid I pray jon,** he added, addre^ing Chate- 
lard, "to meet me in the .evening in the Uni- 
cotskf hr I have mot at present time to speds. 
move of my 'miad to you.'' 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

" Lips busy and eyes fix'd, foot falling slow> 
Anns hanging idly down, hands clasp'd below 
Interpret to the marking eye distress. 
Such as its symptoms can alone express." 

COWPBR. 

When Knockwhinnie parted from Rizzio 
and Chatelard they walked into the Park, one 
of the most lonesome places in all the world so 
near to a royal residence and a great city. It 
liesf between the Palace and Arthur's Seat, not 
exactly in a valley, but in a shallow hollow be- 
tween the mountain and the rising ground that 
spreads up towards the Calton HilL In those 
days a high wall inclosed the garden of Holy- 
rood House on the one side, so that nothing 
could be seen from the bottom of the Park but 
St. Anthony's Chapel and the cliflfe of the 
mountain, and the high, abrupt* dnd misty preci- 
pices of Salisbury Craigs. 
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The climate of this soUtapy retreat, if th€& 
expression may be allowed, was as bleak as th^. 
scene was dreary, violent winds, espediJly firomr 
the south-west, <;ame sweeping round the foot of 
Salisbury Craigs, and rendered it, lliough laid 
out in those days witli roads intended to bd 
paths of pleasantness, forlorn and comfortless^) 
except w:hen the air was calm and mild ! even* 
then it was but little frequented, so that at all 
times it was a fit haunt for the moody medita^ 
tions of revenge and disappointment. On the 
present occasion the two adventurers were tibe 
only persons within the enclosure, and each 
towards the other experienced the influence of 
the morose genius of the solitude. 

They walked for some time without speakingi? 
At last Chatelard, who was naturally more oom-^. 
municative, said— 

. " What tliink you, Rizzio, I ought to do ? 
It might be attended with hazard, were I to 
attempt to evade the order to quit the kingdom 
to-morrow.** 

" It might be inconvenient," replied Rizzio, 
sedately; «* but if the Queen regards you with 
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tiiat distinction which is all the gossip of the 
Palace this morning, the risk is not such that a 
young man even of less spirit would hesitate to 
encounter/* 

In saying this the words were weighedly de- 
livered, and the keen scrutiny of the. Italian's 
dark eye made the secret thoughts and wishes 
of Chatelard shrinks 

^* We are strangers in this country, Rizzio^ 
and the inhabitants do not endure our presence 
willingly. If we have not enemies we have ad-^ 
versaries, and therefore we should stand by one 
another. I beg you, therefore, to give me youc 
best advice in my present diflficulties." 

^ I cannot refuse you that, Chatelard ; but to 
enable me to do so you must give me all your 
sincerest confidence, and by no concealment ex- 
pose me to the responsibility of having advised 
you to adopt a course of conduct at variance with 
actual facts and circumstances.*' 

The Frenchman assured him that there was 
nothing he would conceal, and that he was ready 
to answer every question. 

" Then my first," said Rizzio, "will be a 
plain one.*' 
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There was a lurking exultation in the cun*. 
jiing eye of the Italian as he said this, and espe- 
cially when he enquired if the Queen had ever, 
of hex own disposition, given him any familiar 
toketx of partiality, 

Chatjelard r^dened to crimson^ and appeared 
to hesitate, which induced Rizzio to add — 

" Cpme, you must deal candidly with me or 
let no more pass between i^/* 

<« Sh^,'* said Chatelard, " has at my request 
granted Knockwhinnie's pardon." 

♦^ That,." said Rizzio, drily, *< certainly is 
somethings an4 will be, as yoii have already ex- 
perienced^ considered great by many." H^ 
however, thought to himself " this may have been 
conceded only to him as the last applicant; 
wor^ out- by ipiportunity, she may have merely 
accidentally then yielded what she was predis- 
. posed to grant;" and he resumed aloud — " But 
in granting Knockwhinnie's pardon on your 
intercession, she may have thought it would 
promote yoiu* suit with Adelaide, as it would 
secure to you^ from her at least, some sentiment 
of gratitude" 
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- Ghatelard becmne confused^ and^ not erincing 
*any disposition to reply, Rizsio said jocularly^ 
imt with a cast of sarcasm in fais voice^ 
• <^ Perliiaps you don't mncfa care for Adelaide? 
In truth, Chatelard, to be plain with you, there 
has b^en, I have sometimes thought, more of the 
tongue than of the heart, in the profesaons of 
your love for her. You may as well, therefore^ 
out with the truth," 

«* Would you have me read a recantation? I 

will, however, tell you alL I have felt all the 

enchantments of the passion: but while I spoke 

^of Adelaide, my £mcy was engaged with ano- 

tther." 

^< I thought so,'' replied Rizzio; << and I think 
that other may be guessed at'' 

Cfaatelard was startled at hearing this. He 
had imagined that he had acted with so much 
dexterity and address, that no one could have 
detected his devotion to the Queen ; for Love is 
not only blind to the defects of its object, but 
insensible to its own nakedness. 

<^ But," continued Rizzio, << we lo(^time: you 
promised the confidence of a coniession, and yet 
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jtm appear to keep only llie promise to the ear. 
vCome^ come! thi^e miist be no eyaskmwith me. 
vYbu have been, ever since otir voyage, up to the 
ears in love with the Queen." 

« The Queen I" echoed Chatelard, with a sar- 
donic laugh. " You take gfeal freedom with her 
Majesty, to say so!'* 

** How! I did not say she was in love with 
you ! Now the pith of your case lies there. It 
is a natural sentiment that a young man should 
be ftscinated by i^ch desirable beauty; but tell 
me now in what other way, than by Knockwhin* 
me*s pardon, have you recdved from her any 
mark of preference?" 

*' I think," replied Chatelard, puzzled at being 
so closely pressed, ** you have watdied too well 
not to have discovered the pleasure she takes in 
hearing me sing? '* 

' "Yes, yoti are an eloquent singer; there is 
no other so tasteful among all her musi<;ians'; 
but whether it was for yourself, or for your 
isong, that you have been so frequent a guest 
%t her i^ppers, might trouble a casuist to deter- 
mine.'* 



m 

<< Have you had no other si^ of preffifani 
^ti^f d^ti|Ai ik jMflMtaJlaiiliMf iniilt I »' 

obvious tx) third parties : but%he lifJlliiiMlpn^i 
flrt^nCea Ur hkt)(A KMiDtf^ ^W»0o«dM»IiPthe 
guests at ber ^mK^BCt^mmttuaauiMiik^^ 
ever V0iidi6iiftd'th^4rthktl>tt^i; ^^w^/iuA ujo^ 
«»Heiiil triit Wiimifctiiy thai— nw uf 

ddsely. Have-^^lM'Meit^^^pfMCfideiklMiMkifikt 
^ne with h«r?^ ^'^ ♦ i^ v /):.t,»T, ^j,, *^,j0g i^jiH 

td consult the MWii t tf tfato f^lmettmAkUk mii, 
Missives 'fitom itMlll'' and Ftaisd'^t b. j. Jdnri uo^ 
V -«'<4Ad '99liar>wt»4^et> mamtar^oA oohloiBif 

' '«« fioHiedttfi9^gC4tt4q!Osiife^^ 

Mfe <i^^]>ftofct>^aft wy iiiM94|iltidfiHk jfanfaadi 

Hi^R digged, e M#lfes>teM>t|ni-aWivAa9ai^ 






¥Ay/^ mA c&pwh '.^ that hmfm, mU^ke 

pSk bar of the atdoisr with whidi you hs^e bom 

<< I think %tk ^WM>iI oawMl dovhc ki fin- twio^ 
ufaM I hno (|MmMd hor hand ^tb tencta- ear 
gaiioii^;iiiatl]«tb>ffiatciMd il aam^ oowdcmot 
iheloiidb^^ .)>t. ,^} • 

) ^fiafdiimfrdMle aa^^ahmcljr? By my trot)i» 
Cluuriatdl jam wt QOMret ; the o#iis«^^ 
your fiHtones than I ikmi^U I pi»yyou, wheii 
ywt aio Mwtori^ Uk iMMipbfr that I waa onoe 
y9lir£i^iii]^i.>£NKk iio Ji^^ her; but 

find aome oppcntunity to ^peek yow^lf finr yomt<» 
.ad(« I aael»limeiiyoii«])dgiKieat proapiNJ^bu) 
jdw frttlibaniicr of dJffiikMe ao4 modaity. B^ 
yott bold» and fear ndt hear bhidies, I know ii^Mt 
that I oaa jaay nuira»> Upon yoipnelf dep»da 
your fortunes; and, beUere mei let us haioefiNrdi 
|iotbeBa8liCQ&»Kldft«r4iiM»lytqgp9th^ Youif 
b s taA that bitt yolna^lf ea» tl^ in; md kc nif 
jH^r jfpu^ipiMea you ato asailttr, btg^t not ^ 
ye wore once poequal mod nqpfiding friends, 4f 
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the wind has set this ihcnrnifigy be iiflneiSar{Hrised 
that you see me put on the mask of a changei 
lodk) be not offended at it. In soothe Chate* 
htfdy w&te I in your shoesy lettlbevind bhnr 
high or low, I should not sail to-morrow fiir 
Ftmce, nor be many hours. till Ihad thxiown tot 
tbe stake I play for.*' . . . . / 

RiaeiO' soon.after left him^ and Chatelaid oeoK 
tinued to walk in the solitary park akncL * The 
occasional passer-by^ who saw hfm rominatiiig 
there, and who had heaid of his dismissal^ mo^ 
ralixed on the uncertain fiMPtunes of those who 
put their trust in princes. jBul hift^ ruminatkw 
were not of the pale hue of dejectien $ ihef 
were rich with die cripson of ambition: the 
iosinuadons of Riszio had infected his Tanity^ 
and, like the ingredients ct a sorosrer's speO^ 
bewitched his imagination with daio^rous 
Elusions. • ... 

At first his mind ran riot; he fimded all die 
goi^eous and delightfid visions 6f his intoxicated 
passion realized, and schemed^ tqpon diat suppo* 
sidon, as to the department he would assume ik 
the state, and the rengeance he itould inflict oti 



^m&Qf^ tomvlliom aldle lid ttOribntdd liU kvnoA^ 
UaHioa* Tfah «flsrFesoeiice> facmereav soodsi^ 
sickd; and he found that much TUns to be den^ 
beforeit oooM be in his power ^veh €o ftd biia« 
self safe in remaining in Scotland. AatesH to 
di^ Queen was forbidden; and it was ftoai 
herself alone that he could hope even for i»- 
dcilgenoe only to remain. Here the si^estion 
of the Italian's machination took e&ct; and he 
epeclaimed, with some vehemence of gesture, 

^^ I will see her! I will hazard something 
to att€un an interview! The prize is immea- 
surable; and men of greater weight, without 
half of my motive, have not scrupled to hazard 
Hfe in a meaner pursuit. I dally with my de»- 
tiny, in allbwing others to stand upon^the van- 
tage-ground against me.'' 

Thus, in loose reflections, but not without 
aim, he continued his soliloquy, till, having 
wound himself up to the resolution of obtain- 
ing access to the Queen, he began to me^ 
tate on the means, and concluded, that by 
Knockwhinnie, and his influence with his 
daughter, it was not impossible he migh^ ob- 
k2 



196 SOITTfidfiNKAK* 

tain adinisBbn inter her Majesty's apartments. 
No time was to be lost in carrying this de- 
sign into eflfect The remainder of diat day^ 
and the niglil^ ^^ a&4i4 lAdli 1^ to accom- 
plish it. 

« 

• • : '•»•... . ■•'»)A# «)d .bloowifiifl 



• ' ' "'■_-'.': ;;,v- ;><i.q IfVffe jW 

'' ■ "• ' -■' • •• • • ' / -/f Oil yirrn aioiTl" 
."''■''. Jv»Oif>'ii' TO Ifijj'; 

' ■ ' . ' -V ./ ,;;,. ..V y^j^ 

* f'J uCi,:; ^u :v.)o..i: irul ndiiv-oh ..♦/ ,ow J^o»' 
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' ¥et iBDOcence and virgiA modesty^ 
Her virtue^ and the conscience of her worth. 
That would be wooed, and not unsought be won^'^ 

MILTON. 



We shall pass over the interview between 
Knockwhinnie and his daughter; but in doing 
so, it is not the Grecian's veil diat we draw. 
There were no sudi drcnrastances in their mu* 
• tual or respective fedings, to make this neces- 
sary • The one knew not the odier, even by 
sBg^t. It was only some undefinable deference 
&>r the opinion which the world holds of &therly 
feelings and filial dutiesf, that made their first 
meeting interesting. A few natural tears they 
shed, befitting the occasion; but we should do 
injustice to the candour of Adelaide's character, 
were we to describe her emotion as more than 
die homage of custom. 
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. Knockwfaitmre hhnsdf w«d delighted widi his 
ditBghter. Who, injd^ed, had ev<er hxdied upon 
her without i^ntiihehts df^l^asrore ? add yet it vf9s 
a pleasure singled 'witb eompassioi;!, for her 
loveliness wds pale aild fragile; bespeakii^ hy 
the simple elegance of lier matinets, proteotioii 
and help. Her &thto ociuld do 1M> lo» t;^^ 
obey the influence of nature when hefit^t beheld 
her : hut she probably f<^ less than he did ; for 
the generosity of the fiith and cdm Zkifboy hud 
preni^nted hier from soSeriitg the 4oriiow and tibe 
aDidetie^ of tlie oxphan oonditipn, in whldi- lihe 
Mi.be^le& 

WbUe they were together, I)iifi^9 ncit awAK 
thajt KnQc&wbinnie was with her, ei^tered h^ 
gpartm^nt wiili his accustomed freedom* We 
have already stated that be wa$ iofluenced trjr -^ 
secret though no( v^ty strong abger against her 
fatlier ; and this, no doubt, had ax^ influence m 
his demeanour towards faim. Perhaps alsts fisr 
m must speak of men as they are, ibe Count 
was not altogether well pleaded at Knockwhfamiei 
laerely from the manner in which his pardon 
had been obtained ; for wh<^ the feeliDgs btf^ 



iagh.se«^ii|i^Pjt^.,^C tJlipt nfll^Jeips^flp, ^^^ we to 
dl^e ibftt l^e was ^I^lulf |j. di$tur|>ed ^t jibe 
pardon^ flf f«q^^ , |Ci!^ockwhimi}e .p^^i^soa^y, 
all^ough lie qfgisp^/eri^ it a iii^i&dtatioQ of p^e* 
inenicy inconsfcjflpgit with pnbM^ jil^ 
. A qM dtgi iiiM^fB^bange of recogp^tioa was 9II 
that took phm b^twe^B theiA. The Cpupt ^op* 
gratvkled t^^d^dliu^^ OQ^ th^ rfstoration of h^r 
&tbef ; .«Q^ pith'tlieHe^pP^sdon of n few fo/imPl 
omlitiesy left them together. 
. The K^bfli^qr ^f; KiH>cb:^UiQ|e) fpopn his 
^(jl W<A hmte4 W^] had un4^rf9^e bh imr 
pressiv^ ^i^^lgiE^,. J^i ypijtii he had lf9W (fetin*- 
gidsl^ for Mt^i^ coiir% gfdjaiitry w^ch was 
^jqomoQ tQ. ib^ y^Wd geptjr;. of the cmntiy in 
.thosi^ 4iQr^; #pd,^f^^ii^j]^atur^jprcanpti^ 
terawi^gil^ ,^d .i^^^Qf^^^P^ ift.acjtiw* . P? 
pp«^es^ also tb^^ best sul^aQc^ of the var^ue^ 
430QpQcteij^iWgh. %s^.^t|nlHiteii^» Jbi^.a long se- 
^ of iux8:^t^.h9d iD^ |4m f|ASf^p|tib}(S to ^ 
l4|gbt9g: iibmn^; #iwih^ dist? ii^t^ PWliP? l«?^ 



made him irasdUe far beyond his '^fl^^QSJBfflBfcia 
tepypame^it. , A, .sp^^Pftt^^^ Jite» PfltfcW^ 

rans^; .(^djh^ U>.«f eflf^ ^f .^.,cg|jp^,|l>fe^ 
mjider q^itie§,_,tfuft % ^ejR^^ y^f^j^qjffg^t^ 
him in .]theufb»oi5r.(rf".|i|8 3r9??aB?Ti??«^<f9»lSjf! 
hautdly discern u» th^ p^dqn^ (0^^^|5if^ <mia 
individual whom they hft^ %inerj|j ^ojft^g.'Pjgjo 
chaijge iras »iot,.ho»fey% oCff,yMfll!tt»5SBi?^0 
was but ail inCTUstptiw— tb^,?)f!o|fipftftn)^,,f»ig^ 
ice,, under which iiiestpsw^cf^1^ed,ff^^jfffh„ 
its natural purity— th^ sppwi, j^fr.jrl^ jdw,a 
power pf Tqsetation suflfere^.no ^i^pjipflfiflijrjn%( w 
brown and rough clod% flp#i|, ?^l?i9ft, ,^. i?^ 
wasgerminajdn^ wit^i uijic|imp^^>?g^r,,(J%i.^ 
manner$wereahrupt,but seim^ys,-^:-^ i?flN'i^f^ij 
his perils and nysobai^c^: his sasu^lb^^ ^f[ev^, ,., 
'an ipherent quali;^^ was Qpqtr^t|f4,jui.g;^tjij|(y^ ,,. 
if we may so say, and aijigp^lj^d.iijiij^ep^^.,. 
The elements of gpodnessj v&^ , ^itroifg ,fJHtW^ .,i 
him ; and ihose 5^ Jiked ,|f^,>afit.,#t.,filS|^ ,., 
liked l)im most ip tilje ^n^. , j^t :pgl^f ,l)e.^«u|^. . 
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her attadiment bbing to gtiaetsSly tttrngtcft^ 
not to do all in her potfier to avert the f^ecutiks^ 
of the sentence of expulsion whi^h Dfafpoy ii»4 
obtained against him. 

In tins advice there was doubtless the phSor 
dealing of a mind habfttiated to hasty decisions ; 
but it was ddicate and dignified hi the gei]% 
spurit of Adelaide to make no dtgection to^b» 
^tiggestion ; 

" I may never,^ sttid die, «* obtiahi bis l0V% 
but I can deserve his eateetn." 

Likle did either father or daughter iiiiitghic^ 
irhen arranging this btameless pbt^ in wbid^ 
gratitude and love i^rere the only ccxasjfire^m, 
that &ey were laying the foundations of % jdao, 
by which be^ whom they were so toxious to 
serve, would be ntle^y ruined- 

In the meantime the Qneen, much ifisturbed 
'' by the transactions of ^e morning, wa$ dissor 
tisfied with her own want df deoiipon. Sbe 
dearly perceived that she had done sctoeifaii^ 
wrong, not in the act itself, but fix>m her own 
easiness of nature in the manner of doing it 
l%e saw tibat, although die had yielded with 



fl«d«r Mt^XfP Sjwi^ity. to ,rtNP, a4vM36 of 

she bad only furnished fu^.fp t)iie;beiiOQiA9;pf de- 

^ii^mi|EsnffU3{4t9f!^}<ae]Ei» (Baqfjfic^i. ^fii «ll^ was 
f^ire ip,wgi|]fi},Jai^ con^^^der^ ]^ qy^ 4^P^ty% 
wd U,wa$,ui;ip^blejb9 di%iM^ tp hei»el^ th$i 
in consenting to dismiss Cbatelard^ mid to dnve 
}^ {^rtbtl^, king|^n)„$l)ei^ v^ ^omc^ acknowi 
le^gment of danger. \ifi^g in bia pFeneace* > vAU 
. ber feelings.w^e ^a^^pedt and disordered bgr thi^ 
x^e^oi9^ Sh^ wi^b^ it were po^ble to recal 
^ in^fll^tQ of f ^qpidfiofa, and jp^r^Iy lo. opn- 
%e ihe penally to ib(^ lii^piimi., 9ut heK 
<k4^ ihfi((i been pubtisbeds she ooiild. not. re^ 
flcind tbem without giving £r^ caiiae fiac sus4 
piPf9|9Ph wA sb^ b^ Qlidux«d bpth. dfcom her 
^rolib^, tbe l?^ior ^v^ Andc^w'^ and the 
Efurl of ^rtpn» us w^ m other . infiiientia) 
q »i 3ffj? ri i l oy^,bQtfc of the popisli .and fefi3rmed 
&(^i|8^ WSti^D^ fldpiQBitiQna for her iPea^Eziesg 
fu^ antisobifif^. lu may» thevefore, be easily 
inwguied^ that afier.tbe departure of Kt^)ck^ 



appUwlW* of n4^W»i4e «}#|^gg9t^diie^]St(SP9lEie 

entreaty intq/6C|^j^mtiC)|i|. todjl6(iise>tb(i bmt 
Te^mam ia ber power;; itpibigi^g hifr cDi^yeniibl 
friends to acquiesce in the mitjffiltwisbrnf? "x r r.f 

^^ Alas!" said she, <^ how little is it in tlie 
power of royalty, even to indulge itself iu llie 
desire to soften misfortune^ Ol my gentle 
Adelaide, I am not fit to withstand the cabals 
that surround me. Would it had pleased hea- 
ven to have cast my lot in a humbler sphere. 
I feel that, as an honoured' gentlewoman^ I 
could have dispensed and received happiness. 
But Heaven forfend me'^firom the fiilfilmenf^of 
the omens which darken' in the fijiture I Whom 
have I to advise me?' I am upon a pinnade; 
every wind blows upon me; I cannot' move 



^ 



nftll}^1l^^> Write '^n('>^^£b(fl£' ^ '«i«u^; 

ih&r >tfaift]^ btami^ felMlTV' >lt)ve^''^d f^riM^ 

never sub*»Wtf!'^'' ' '• »'- ' • '- t'" »' **^ '^.''^- '■^' • 
jih tii .tj A ;>lni! va<m!. -• .♦>!^ .f»i'-^ '>•;■/ *■' 
'♦'ft HI ll.»-;t? »ij}iibr.: '.»« I •'»/', ..I. 'v ". (L^/'iv 
j*-n'»l' 7f:J '<* » '••' '-'''SS' '• '»•'- •' *>f»<'5jt» 

*j'wi<|> "ihlufhi'* .. :•' ;.'. ' •■ >-•- • '• ■■ -'^ '"^''' 
.- .in: iK»v/'>l!i5-?'«.' w "i •■: •'• » «''- ♦ ' '• ' 

w'Mi. j.iii.U'.' I . i»<n iM*qu '.'rft.f- t*nj'^ -^. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 



What I can do I wiU." 



. Whuls the deep htm of eoiut ii^nipfe iii|4 
laacbiiiAtion was tbu» «hak^ig the ^oart of ^kv 
Sovereign, the shrill dear treble .of IjghliiQr.ai&in^ 
was vibrating through the hearts of private in* 
ilividuals, and the appogiaturas of small afflio 
tions increased the effect, without mddiilg ^ the 
importance of Mistress Marjory's share in the 
dii^ason. She had never been able to reconcile 
herself to SouAennan for the manner in which 
he rejected her proposition to acoooppany him 
to the Bieception. She could not ea;MCtly,.a8 
any modem Edinburgh landlady may possibly 
have done, during the late icoyal visit, complain 
qi him as an upstart. I<ooms were not in those 
days utterly unknown, but steam-^nigines and 



spinlkPng jennies were visions tba£ had not 
dawned even in tbe prospective borisson of philoir 
$ophical anticipfttion. Southennan, a scion of 
an andcait stock, was in all respects her equals 
<Nr rather her superiors bnt \^ was not alto>- 
getber free^ in her opinion, from blame. He 
had been in France, as she understood, pad 
tfaerefova ought to have known something of 
gopd manners; but he had been among thf 
BngUsbers, whom every true Scotchwoman 
aad Scotchmsin believed were, in those day% 
a sort or anthropophagi. 

11)6 effect of her antipathy made the d%nv 
fied and ped^reed Mistress Marjory withhold 
the light of her countenance, as mndi as possible, 
fy>xn otn^ hero, and in her confidential ieonfiibida^ 
tionswitfa her kinsman Auchenbraev tjo eafpatiate 
oa the ind^ities she had suffered. Unfortii- 
nately, howetver, her auditor was not in such 
matters partfculariy sympadtelie. He certain^ 
lamented with her llie decay of courdy breednig 
in the oouatry, die increlising presnmption of 
the low;er orders,- and the sneaking dispositlw 
of the h^iar, to court, not only one another 



soi^'' Botvimmmo^ 



av. 

wdtr' bbffiin t>a**t&k'itfi*l«««^^ ' 

exactly of l!iiy>6]!iin(bh, nM'^eN^dtlf^ShASait^^'' 

asstirance,- 'fllatilib aetti«9!f(iiM) df^tbe kieitii^ttitf^^^ 
woiiM mcreasitbte eo»B«lo6itefe<^1»«4l»b9i^^^ 
driving oatdP^p^tMn #iftllMD&,^'fiiWfi!d^ >■' 
-abbots,-tfae lOi^y'l^dii' ah«f< ilte^dthlt^l^^ 
and pampered e«6Ieiiiatic^ mAtb fiMi'ld^^ klP'^» 
MP 4e green bfebii&oPaitepkstui**.- V"' ^i^T'' 

•* Wed," said MbtrtasM(rt3oiy,Hki»fl%S»fe^'^' 
(me afternoon discussing the corihbVtitiy'&f^&li^' ^ 
Refikimation, and 'behdd ■^foti^''tli«-^«(£^' 
mtOtm ofh^t parlodr l!hd ■r^^ttf'A&aii^ ^ 
InAkdth in flataDsa,'' «'I"hiEr»«r'^liitkra ^fet^J J'fJ« 
.sensHbte-nec^raht b'^^lltt' "R^fortnatioti <M!lbl^^"<' 
for:-1)etlireeh'7oa''aAi}%ie, ifibi^ ia-^e^jfo^' 
a pAw^'ofiMng, the kiJi4c 'Edited- tt^M&ndi^ 



«oW3BRI9l^«.-o Sd|i 
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a8|wfifl't^^,A9a4flPf.%[^o'tbe,tQViiKU7 , 
"TTie only 4qijb^.,J, h«v%^ jjfjd.hp, ««js^ |if,,. 

aiM^ teeth pi'iS^fsefif^n fa> laog ;«s:ye caq, jhac I ^ 
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in your hMw^ to* i\m gnaX ^&noa£oti ^ your* 
a^'dnd the waste of viotuak in your, ainmy. 
Haveyounofiiesidy'ooiisiii} st tke Court tbat 
would soften the Queen's our fcr my beiu^? '5 

«< Hech bey," replied Mistres Mar^^ **«* 
wealth wand^iv, worth weakens^ . wha tould I 
ppetJc to? My uncle^ the Lord Axcfaibald/ii 
Aeod apd giuie, and my aeoond. cpuan is only a 
laddie. I trust he '11 mend in time ! and dM^s 
|ieed for't; for really he lQok$ as if he w^uM be 
fieTQf better than a auoking turkey." . 

"No doubt," rejoined AncbKifaKM^ "admf 
jflou aay ia veiy true ; but could' not you put on 
your eockemonie and your oardiml# 'and go to 
your old firiend the Earl of Mcxton^ andr make. 
TOitfireession for me; £ar though he. is agm^ 
aome carle, he is yet lig^y won ihey 0^ by 
ladies' charms I and I have heard the Queon oan 
pmd him round her finger%" 

*« Hah, Aucbenbraa^ that was a- benkon yi^ 
dipuld bae aaked twenty years ago^ when >I*waa 
oonjunc' w? his Lordship; £ar ye kenhe^s baith 
^tb and kin to us. Ah, Aucheiibrae, I - W^ 
lost twa &Mt teeth-r^murk o' moiitb-*-rita m uur 
dertaking I darena attempt." 



** Had your adrCTs^jyv Mis(j«t ]^^ 
«liid so in piy hcttfing, I'll not tell yoaniiat 
migbt have been the vptbot; but you midikm 
jQo^ powex? of fdessiiig* Sure am I you inig^t 
do something &r me trith Ihe X<ord Morton. 
But if you think it IB an impoasihiliiyy is not 
there past Bbilie' Bik)iii^, tjiat still rules t^ 
Town Council; eooldnat you try your pawkrie 
wiihluin?** 

«*That," repp4d the lady, "needs na^ 
putting up to I but his wife^ ye ken, is sib tp 
your auld advertary Knockwhixmi^ against 
whoqi ye hae sworn a heavenly atumosity) as if 
he wet« the inoamated himself/' 

*^ Wdl/' s&ad Auchenbrae^ mth somelk^ig 
between a gritmble and a sigh) '^ my situatioi^ 
i$ more helpless than I thought. How«vir» 
Mjatress Marjory, as you are a lady both of 
gumption and talons, as I msy say, I put my 
despfldr into your handf^«-«worse it cannot b^ 
made; and, if it be poasSie, your friendfiness 
may make it better. At present I am fbrlon} 
and useless." 

Mistress Marjory, notwitfastandiog the joculair 
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vein in "vvliicli Auchenbrae spblce, heard him 
wiA soitow ; but, Kke her sex, in the ^eat^t 
ftraits she was not without resources. From 
the time that Southennan had become her 
lodger, she had held many sweet and precious 
4X>mmuningS with Father Jerome ; she Knew 
lihat he was a familiar and accepted coadjutor in 
the councils of the Abbot of Kiliinnning; and 
she thought that possibly she might be able so 
to Work with him as to procure his good will 
with the Abbot on behalf of her kinsman. 

** No,** said she, when she spoke to thelioly 
Father on the subject, ** that I think Auchen- 
brae, whom ye better ken i&s Friar Michael, is 
Just an innocent lamb. He has his fau'ts j[ wha 
faasno' that ^s come o' gende blood ?— -it 's the 
«rery testification 6* the purity o* has pedigree ; 
but in the main he 's a free jocose gentleman^ 
and woidd be an honour to the Queen^s Courts 
ff he were a thought better schooled.'^ 

Father Jerome told her that he had a ^^eat 
friendship for Auchenbrae; 

^ But really,*^ he added, " Madam, these are 
nc* times when ^dther by fee or favour the 
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church shquld. espouse ^ins^i^rs, .I.J^^. 4 
great dread that AAche^brae is one of ihat$pr^ 
and my Lord Abbot is nund^ pver U> Jet a 
black she^ ^f^^ ^P our ^Fplds-J* . ,. i 

<* I ay," replied ^e I^d;^* ^* thought y^ irore 
a bye prdinar discreet man,, an4 whajt y? hae 
said shows th^tlye're ijio.void p* af .s^acl^; 
but nae doub^ thpugh it mayiio be avexy 
comely thing for you to make or jn^ddle in ibia 
matter wi' the Lord Abbot, surely ye might ^ 
me a bit inkling o' what would be efBcacious.'' 

<* Then,** replied Fath^er Jerome» " speak tp 
QUf! Lair4; he 1^ got a pith afid power at th<t 
Court that 's a perple»ty to me/* 

^< iTour Laird ! ^' exclaimed the la^Jf^ 4n4ig^ 
nant at the proposition, all her wratt^^mounliog 
into a blaze with the remembrance of the o^nr 
tume]y with which he had tr^ted her; "yoi^ 
Laird! woyld I ask him ?' I would sooner— bMt 
PU no say what he. is." 

While they were thus, spealqng, Southeonan 

came to the^opy, and was ad^ted by Hi^gboc 

. *< Oh^ mcgsty La^d ! *' said the boj^ « Init 

ye're come ia the nidc o' tune. Father Michael 
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v$.xB this hoiUK^ and buft iae«& iatti^fyitig wif 
Mtftrtss Mfttjorf in ber own ^^lamber; wd 
tfa«y» trith the help </ Fath^ Jerome's comuMd^ 
are plotting to lye an aald piui'td your tedL'' • 

<<H0w heard youthb?'' isaid Southeiitian, 
laughing. 

<* Od, ye see Tm a true and faithfii' s^ranf^ 
and I hae nae broo o' the folk o' this town ^ e^ 
I gaed to the key-hole, and put my e'e first, and 
gyne my^lug, to see and to hear what they wet^ 
gallanting about $ and when the leddy, after her 
ekploit wi' Friar Midiael, jooked out o^ the 
room to Father Jerome, I gaed to hearken 
there likewise. Oh Laird ! what a hard servi^ 
ti«ie I ha'e had ever since we came into this 
town ; I never ha*e a right wink o' sleep on 
account o' the troubles o' my curiomyi anil 
over and above all, our Bakly has just turned a 
demented creature. I dinna think, Laird, ye'Il 
be able to thole wi' him long ; and I 'm sui« 
ye*11 no get a laddie that will be maur eydant 
tlian I ha'e i^een $ and I 'm a year aulder than 
when your father, the grand Laird Walter, ^ 
mack him his body servant." : 



Southennan was amused at the cunning and 
simplicity of the boy, and flattered his hopes 
and his vanity by telling him, that since they 
had come into Edinburgh he had certainly, both 
in adroitness and intelligenoe^ surpassed his ex- 
pectations. 



CHAPTER XXV. 

To scan this thing/' 

OiTBSXXO. 

Thx Mudctks #f Ike Aaf^ iim sleep Mreets^ 

wordB of tke ^KSfwiiHslark, tnftde crar hem io *<««• 
hoasl and fifffitMagfatien,'' that lie t^qfubed wane 
demoting stimulosy and Aecordfaigtyginre arisen 
ti» prepwe » stoi^ of fa^pocarak Whmitthi^ 
fM^ Baldy lxioi;^t it into tho room, ie«?ving 
die iitom Mcnl^Bialty open, by wlddi Hughoe 
mis Veen liHeiiiiig on the outMe, a)noeal0dl, 
but looldng from time txr tiiii6 in. 

« I'm thinUBg,^ said BiMy, M he pteced tke 
fl Ug gp i i ^n th^tahfe, *^tlMit Ae Lwdivfll ind 
^hmmmuty^aniA. I wkk a' the Qoecu's tinges 
had as gurie eonfilrt. As ibr KtiodewyBiHe, 



obr auld felk>w*tnnrelleir» he standi I 'in tlrnik^ 
ingf but little in need o't. It 's ocmifort enough 
in a'e day for an outlaw to get his pardon* 
He 's wdl off; but Audienbrae 's to be pitiod ; 
hnntedto the ends of the earth as if he werenaV 
better than a tcAtowry.'^ N^iff the drink do?" 
Hughoc during this speedi looked in from 

nit^ry ii;9nner to hk master. 
Baldy continued, 
^ |iiPlMAa;i5^i^3^«W9 ihaiv^fr kaV^iieen 

tate antdiiK^tf life vi' nailUiinMik ikmfmfMmAm 
a sky on ^ balk .m':oi0y ;tlf» b«tt mi o' tts 

boU^ Lurd, I nMUdnitSiiai 

«MJl.1l>iN»lMl>M|d,tbl»^faMid Wik^MMbr Mitt 
iMhili'^'^'^MMAaiittifW^ aiMilMrii'iMlPliiiitooli*' 
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^^ I'm sure^ Laird," said he, ^^ ye '11 no^r^^jas 
^Ae .jmia'ifcviauPi/O? intor/^iiig i!i5i'irtift,Qwetfs 

clear iimocent. < man ; r ^^ul, .&r( WMr'i ,)}9^nbJ^ 
lia'« before oow ,beeaspiired ta>fl gu4e .fl^lage 
without fear o' the wuddy." .. „, j ^,{^i 

.Hu^OAOHjddiiat' 9^w<l 4bii»i;.a9r ibf^i.came 
«»tO the fOQin, mA lifting, the .fi^ggPR^tbi ibe 
Uppoceasi'notfktiowiQgwbat <Hh^ruf|j|;«twt,(tp 
mdkefiEMr.bi^iiilnsloi^.i^ri^ifd'ki^ 711,1, 

<^ Whatxdo yw moan, by tlipti? .fpme))^ 
irii|iit!f eKclaAiaed6auth6mAit< -^uiUmA oih 

Hu^iKw. veplai^ad it cmi. itbe 4;aU^ w4 ^kwg 
wlb tbe fiecoeites^ of.ail»rjrijer f^t Sial4)(t|(fHl}fnly 
i^jtedtothalobby agfunv!»i::i ,,. i, .v.,i,nf!ni. 
X f^.Tbatladdi«r'flaid B«i%»rff4s,0i*eR,g?wp 
dkffiat A6ibead»/OF*igi»iwii>gA I)cQt^tii^;.)/^]i^e 
bM HadiflwuSiireiieis^qQe.iGjr vm^fMOby^ Vi^ 



beard ; nae drap, i&b^'i^iid ^bP i$|$^«din(0ttl Ifa' 

"n^t^r^td KtiM ^^o)r to *b^ f be ^mAg'into £6e 
<Wrinii<^d ^Attliri^^hiil'fist at' BlBldy^ isaid^ < : 

black neb." ".''}>l>ii'' * ■> -. i li.oi.../. 

TO SbiMeMs^,' ^ib k^ peojce^ ^ere»d«ithd (boy 
tiM i4tlfe,''^idd to i^ut^the d<]^5« Md td'lAlMr 
'tfi£fi^^»«£|)€e«'l^ hi^ 'elder. ThisdodsienT^Wil^ 
duly apprelhtM^%'Bhl4y, iMbo' prboeiideA ^tD 
^'ia^ 'tti6^ ahd! iiiGlre<<dii^tiilcdy ihd'^de^tdsdly 
the kindness t!iat>wouldi)^ ootif^tred 'by pro- 

Vi'iliikipp<^^ to ^SMjftenluui' siMaewhftt^^ttti- 
ordinary, that Baldyi'^sd^ m«ik<Sh' of a^ dttddt^ 
4ll6&ld^liave Tnted^^ lio Strongly ^oh behaif of 
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tliftt Kilockw&miue, his onv'n pm^gcnibtr ffy^i^ 
(fo3^ by ^lis timie he fio-coiQsid0Fed'hitQ)» hl4 
h^n vitally iiijured by that deEnquetit. Dbdb^ 
less the reports which Htigboc had made ^lii« 
mtrigu^s of BaMy aad Father Jerdme bad iM 
been without eflect on hk» minds add he reeol* 
lected also with some degree of iieat, '^t he 
was supposed lo be circumvented by his servant. 
He» however, said nothing hut aUdwod £hldy 
to finish his exhortation, at the end of irhidi he 
looked at. him steadily, and then seaSy with un- 
usual emphasis, 

<«You have been long a faidifid servant in 
my family ; but you must not attempt to render 
me subservient to any plan in which you are 
coneemed, whether it be fi)r religion, policy^ 
or interest. I will not interfere on behalf of 
Attchenbrae, and yoa will remember never to 
speak in his behalf to me i^ain.'^ 

Baldy instantly retired, and presently a yell- 
ing was heard in the house, caused by the crusty 
old man' indemnifying himself for the reproof ha 
had received at the expense of Hiighbc. 'iSbcAi 
aftttT) Baldy went out, and the time h&n^ near 



#lied tli^fre^u^nterfi; of tjbie Unioofti wer6 in the 
practice of assembling m the evenii^ Scmth'- 
tben&ati went to join thetn. On entelrkig iint 
tootli he was stirporised, ffo^ uneamly tKh at 
i^ing Ktiocldivhinnie md Qiat^lafd sittii^ 
together, seemingly in seriotui confidential con^ 
ten&tion. tie wa^ still rtiore mtnck on per** 
<»iving, that, when they observed him they 
chaiiged their topic, and' addrel^sed hini as tf 
they intended he should think there was nothing 
partictdar in the matter of theii* whispered dil« 
eus^on. Among other guests who subsequently 
came in was Ri22io5 whose air and denieandutr 
towards Chatelard surprised him still more; It 
had never occured to him, that there had been 
any sudi miaeondoct in the cause of Chatelard's 
dismissal as to impose a change in the manner 
of his friends; but Riteio was conspiciKiusly 
reserved^ and scarcely laeemed io recognise 
him. Mk look was so dty and cold, that he 
Seemed as if he had endured some ofiehce at his 
bands; indeed, his whole behaviour was so es- 
tranged, that it repressed the wish which our 
hero felt to inquire what occurrence Jiad so rtip- 
tured their former intimacy. 



ke so &r appeared to forgeih^tiaxi^ihiAemaBBim 
6f a^!fe#>^iftttica,^he^^t§itei^ttitl|itteffl 
hold of RizzJ(/» aMi m'Kb^dia'fitiittffi^tflflMiiiii^ 
biit tJbe Italiidi tolii^S(h«tf]^ly 'it^(i| ttl^ivrfth 

did not satisfy our hero ; and he ooi^iB^^m^W^ 

been secretly conoMed tii^^t^tr 'tkMS^ 
after 4lH^ «»Mty «)on^^«!miCb 
fiildd')^ft''ih6 fhxi^ding d&y'ivMiL''t||tf ^ ^hdi«M» 
llMi^e i^m^'wM'iti^ifhcMwairiiit^^ ao 

•Gh&^Ia»d liatftf^ resoincfd kb^^Msat 4^^Mi^ 
Knockwhinnie, Southennan joined Rizzii^iifiiS^ 
in^fa»«id, lA ^' fi4eiidfy tbne^ ' WhM fattd fadj^^^ 
t0 dati^ 'to gi^«at/^'<<lid^*%?|d^^ 

«< ^I1ie'^l^m£r^(o£^€Mtlgit«^ 



mudf^iemj^miA dH#ilfjteufe^^5 i»%n4«|i'jj% 

on betWQ^jsi)^ , . J, hqp^.H Im' nihf^^i/f^Vfk 

the plain dealing (^simp}|QHjr'im4ii9nf>u&iBBffi 
J«i^wtej^iB|vQNj«l»fi««>ljr^ *!* ^a^ 

irresistibly plausible. 



« Until it has bee^ae^Iipt^^^il9|iH^ 
it if not wiae to bUb <jf wj^^^qa/^^^af^l^iiifiw. 
Had Chstdard ^iro^pefyijl > }^^{lpl^^ffi^^m, 
where dicnild I h^we b^xiffWp.}f^lb^i^^ 
way sffspidoD^; %. d^r^,t|ie)rf?^e^{V]Kt^fii9^ 
piqioitf. Courts are qjitcpn^ ;p(,,tJ}^riJ!iwM; 
othing is bad in them until. JI,J3J^Wl|*^ ^.X^V^ 
jSpartan law is that also of 4U caT|f%r-itfl»i# 
discovery that makes die crifne;; ^od X Ifpujd 
adidse yoa, as a candidate fo;f pu^Up'efQpIt^ 
.mentsy to study the lesson/' - -^ .- > -< • - 1 

This speech grated the^hetu^ijag, of SfHtfb- 
. ennan, and made him feel somett^xqg Ip^^ di^r 
taste against Riz^io* He had ofijen bj^i^. ex- 
perienced the same repugnance», hjn^ in this in^ 
stance it was tinctured with djreti^^ and, he Was 
awed by the too evident craft and capacity of 
his character* ^ . 

While they were speakinig impart,. K^odb- 
whinnie and Chatelard left the j^m son^ 
what abruptly together. Their evasion was, 
ao doubt, intended to appear an incidental 
4ieeutrenoe, but it was done in sodi haste and 
luarry, that it attracted the attention of sever4 



^^h(lei^ien^'^fa'd'occ^l6ne<}^ a temporary suspen- 
stfdh df iSiett conve^atibn: ' ' . 
' ' HIzfeid, whosfe quiet eye dlowed nothing to 
esciaipe* utiobserved, saiU— 

"** 'What has so suddenly affected your friends? 
They ajipear to have been roused on the instant 
to' some undertaking, and it is a grave one; for 
itei&er of them have art of countenance enough 
to hidid th^ indications of their thoughts. It 
C&imot b6 l!hat Khockwhiiinie has consented to 
give him his daughter ? ** 
-'^^f3& i^tig^tfoti was so mudi in tinisdii ^tith 
ikk ^tAMisibti^ xJS' <W herdy tbut it seemed 
tif*prelfkH& ks it i^iis farming. Findiiig him-' 
0!gt£ ik e&r^^qsmm tmaiiie td conceal hi^ emo^ 
tldtti, he turfiied roniid' td Comyl^s^ who ha^ 
}ilst entered, K&d tidci% him tyjr the d[rm, re- , 
qmsted him to walk into the^ Idr with him, a« 
tllef'irbdm W6s» close, and it was yet k full iMihP 
luMi^ to iM(j|^ifp6r taxi6. ' 
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•i'» lull; .' '\: tU\ •>ilt {.! ()Ki*(>''f| ')')iT'., Tf hijof^? 

'. > (i.U'o Ml '>j>l'j 'h/ lo ?;u/)iJi 'u',t /ff /HMWi; 'h 

i.')n».-:»M' /:-"♦[!, I/" III* lljiV/ //)!/•' Mill t n')-i< 

--;} »r >•.:.'.' -.,1 '.'■ /i (. .t J* '1.. •• ..-IN I- ^-i. :<'.[»(!/ 

" Good things of day begi^i to droop and dronz/Sg 
'' " And ^I'ihinga tKemselv^ do'rouze.^* '' ''' 

>TfiUE sikbjcfii of dife tawrdnatidn'dr JKaodfc^ 

suggestms df Rix»o in di^ IWada)^.Theiifirtafib^ 
mafa Nnrafr ^otofimtiQd. to ttidbeL'Sbt^ffittt Msee 
lhQQii6en^!bs.haid>iii>tbritiqg|dbik)ft to j^^ 

tfcpnmqg* hbu sontm;in tttib^pthe niNdnseibw 
cause of his dismissal, he adroitly repn^taHsfidf 
dun if he oould {MM^bly/bbtam 'to avsU^oe of 
hm^MeijfiSllii hd.^iwtooiiirifided>tbatlhe/woiddtlie 
inuliediiiiteltr j^fostatad Ui liiflrbtnftojalictaufefc. i >< ; 

KiM^wihkuifeJiad aisijiet(ihfeard1bu^ 
ticulars of the story. The representation iifcis 



plausiUe, and be voluntary proposed that they 
should at once proceed to the palace^ and en^ 
deavour, by the means of Adelaide^ to obtain n 
secret interview with her Majesty. This occa- 
sioned their sudden departure from the Unicorn^ 

On reachiijg ^IjKf^^^^ipj, Chatelard^ 
who was acquainted with the private passages 
and back stairs, conducted Knockwhinnie to the 
special apartment of AdeW^ sifi$,ik^^ ^^^^ 
theoBmbiai fortunate in finding her there alone. 

At their entrance she was in tears; and when 
fihft»fia# «GhBiMJardi«di hto latbtri'lihe ttttilied 
iit&ikt ^li&ebfe flhrieL,«>«^ell luflknendjpandlsi- 
tlitrnd^the^dchise^EDia tfa^sifl^fCttMTlierrHnrFonB&iH 
* '^H^rifiuft«r'beg«fai l» i:date»tbeipin^»<ff tiBfir 
^mol^m^iMtaaog the (Migatidmi fort wMidhr>Ue 
aRus JndebteA'M >Chttidaid^> aisi<<p^ia¥tteiit itfib^ 
itdmd^tont viMted b^ sudf<£rti^ corisequesos^^l^ 

'^ :^)^I%eireiB^''-said Knckjewliinnb,^ "^^tio cdhk 
4dtbhi&tiv8'ItBtifdr>hitnf'to^s6e'th€i Qfieen^ he^d^ 
perstUdMf tUii|tiriie'<ftriU teifiitndid dbmiteali^riit 
iiti^wilt»'dlbw^hinl^>tp'fetnain ill Sd<3tHaiyd,>^nd 



MI8 j^vrnmrnm* 

ilf»4oC A4»la¥l% psQsmAed U to kiHi^> bite to 

. « How caa I cQi^ly ifitk jbout orequesl/'iaid 
J^ekkle CO her &li¥irv '^i^dioui offHi£»{^ tbt 
fi(mm»o^ of h^ Mitfe9ly» nad ifMtrritigr.iiie 
jreproaeh «f the Qoonl^ ^o would 'fcigudinfifli 
4ilobedfeiu»i»di9bo]lOiiraUe«'' ' j^ 

/ The metitloR <^ Dufiroy'B nmw^ and imdm 
]Wni}er» »£wg KiKi(kwh«n]ie» $iod he niplid 
>ii|b. same d^ree of. severity*^ . « • ^ >- 
^< Is it thois that ]k»u obBjt your iiewfy'i[>and 

AddiMde JVMide iiQ.i>eply,.hiit aaid t» Ghsle' 

, << I douht if the Queeu vriU vwsmve jtm m 
fqia 4$xpect Be not deewredi $he tea ha^ki 
i^jAyoctfid to; renBi^Hiflkrweei oa: your aceQuiii 
already. Why do you hope that your i^^dio^- 
4iw wUl have xwr^ wf^t than aoot&er^ mth 
Iter? Icaww)tcOT>pIywMh,iB|jrfathe?Vraqiieafc; 
hut I will go to ber M^e$i^ «Mi aoHctt^'j^* 
g^aoe for yw with aU the emmniaflif^ m^iii^ 
power." -...,, J 



- Hbk fifmndfls in th^ l^d aUd BiakI^ly*nAde« 
faide, checked the 'Aiis^fW tbftt ber faither iii- 
tended to rcCurd^ atid siv^ii^ ddwn' he Ix^ hor 

-* Hue fwtti ^rasf hMmg wttJb^^^i^KMvy, WW liaN^e 
flireadjr described, I9ifajttftii%>/: the pM^'^ 
mia and .Sneas;. As JSmnA/vvh^TAe iock&i'Ht 
it b]r the light on tks ttUe^ it soenied ^ hiiti to 
^M^rtsent sosM dimMkudfe to the crisis m tvhich 
ihe fbrtuiies^ of Chirtckid and liU daughter then 
stood^ and he ceRtintsed l(k)kiiig Al the picttite 
fiw fosift time tvtthodt speaking; 

Instead of proceeding to the Queen's apilrt- 
wa^t by the di>6r^ wMeh coilbiiiwiGM^ "with 
the gallery, Adelaide lifted a comer o£ the 
anas, behkidTrhiefaimiAdoor ia:iat kd to the 
QJlakea!i^ bedHrhiiiDfaet^^- where tier Mnjtisty tnii$ 
ihtn dremng for the «f ehiifig. W^h ' thi^ obtk^ 
eealedb antranee Chatelaard yris not befi^ at*- 
iqpiaiQted, and he lobbed at 'it ^ ^erly Whea 
it waa opened^' ih&t K^ckicH^faitiMi; encburaged 
him to Mow AA^ide; = but' he at that t^fte 
AobM Bot'Tentare; it was a stiep U>o bold;^ biit 
the. adyice was not lost upon him ; for al&6t^ 



siili6ifaniii]||g;bsfiMi9 i^SifopxH ikmrnkopttt^-ifi^lm^ 
cordance with their spirit* Adelii^ero«H{£niiit 
lorig afawnt^' heDiini«iM»iind(liiibd rr^bb Qif^n 
iftFtomi|>eU( bet iB(ih6>itei^btol^7md>#Sf)^ 
cHliin laf h^0ificiMtioi]i^)dhdd^lA!fd^Ailt d«s hfti> 

bfd) tha(t0b0 ^oiiSd iioiknignrlipeviiiitflsqfdMmei 
t» bei repeaXB^m hit presdbcd;^/ JbildaidA» amtH 
mMfcaied'fdfis^ wUh *donkidteiiife «ii<^i|^|i{l»llf 
ali« MiHMlfSd lUt slR>liaa<&eenljQkMkdi}bsrftihft: 
Qto^eii for baifkig fl>iAr 'fiaxgcit kciiiuiiivB*tti»o 

hwlnot'thou^ht it'i«iq[uifIte'Ji»(fDbiiti6mlteimrii^ 
had been xageiihy het Mttt^ '<>i i-r/r^ii^t^ an to 
' it bcxngiiDW tbd hoar Hivhea^tbe Qaiten^etfirbi* 
ittg cixde ^ras 'fonnedy^ Alielaids>#asjdbl%»l>4vi 
to leafetbem^ and it was pirfui)nt']fbrtndkite)|aii 
he»ctfdiat thecUdm ofdof^denieditkudptio^^^ 
ttmity of a fennal ftrew^ 6ii«<felt jndbM^dia^ 
it^imdd be a aaan6'3iiom> trying tInHBi skeiioiilQl 
with beommg "ppopaietyi- fnppcnr^ ^aad^BXHki^ 
difigly die -hasti)3^retariied'4di^ Queen^ leavn 
itig hkt firtbar and €fatttd«fditoget^i/ rFinaiihlb 



ncmnil: of die%«3dtndiedi^ 

i^i«8cap8dt/die»<9bBervatiQii ldfi'*£QfifGhnir)lpmi^i 

|MeiiQgi>iil* (be idkidtJcidilie^^Fveiidhmani JfWd 

o««rmd<{tkiii JSBodk^iAiiiniQ. dioidd pvcmd^^ 

birfa, aod he<«ffisdtad( wlleiy^cti0i»iouty»' totb^. 

. pHkimittrr'imzcioBiiig rthedbovi r The 'cb»ikniM«t 

Df theistaircase facUkited faii^ sttfata^om^ < >«' rr 

]«acb«d'4ibe^«dooi} all,'Bizak»i'W^ ovlw 

Fdll o£U9 MitQi^.4Niif not dating to favesAe it^ 
dlttlifladltloofaiag iWgjiifirantiy and coEidlfeigljr^ 
pMsstd Itim hyi^bt&haxAixkai^no^^he pasiod* 
lrhe<>liiail9' lMMt£iS0n^ vaft snfficieiit; lbs IlidifiD^ 
'Wilih(wtt]imcb'«Bflf«tiQii^ coo^ect^^ 
hoiK bjr. tlV9 mcdiatijQB of • Addaide^^ the pMh 
doBwedlronog man/waB to obtaiii ^aOBess tci ^0 
Queen. . 



* .far Ae ']ll€Ril4iiM S^tlM^ 

widumt fissigiftteg Mjr rMsiOB for ^^Pt^i^Siriaiug 
tor suf^ier, th<Mq^ ifatr LaM iMSp ttuAgi^^ tod 
impofrttmats, )ii[g«red ixiteul -ihe |Anedncte*t8i 
lie soir Chatelard and fciodtariiBBBrr fc i itfMi ty^ 
Ua timn fllFedtttl • <Mnplic»e with tiii ^|ia- 
tkace €if Corftybes; Imi soon mSM" a M M iiAg 
RiflKto^ be ittpped to speak ndlb 3hhii,''j«Ad 
sttared tiK Laird t9 pnKeed alDHe. ^ 

TIm mamier of Rinid was fiOE# si^tnif ah 
tantd; he vds eager^ fiTaeioa% and cBGrillrii 
He. requested^ naj, kisisted im •floMthBUfiaii 
irttifning with, hiai t«> die BaUuecl; liai'atatt 
eaipressed: aoaardiiiis like m magntJahriKm Aia 
ks. waa mmm likely to be aooeiaifbl intfik 
kive; kb whole nuoMKr, attd evan tke^s^d^ *«f^ 
bis ¥ciee^ faetokeiied aflbMneanknatim^ kmp-' 
^mck di«t, aMwiighoinr kan^ iqmsscfA ^4iik 
dmation to inqnire what had ptit hini'kit^Mdl 
gfitita^ kef oould not mkc Ui oarioginj^ittf^^ee 
€» what aoeoam Riraai so a«mesdbf^ At- ttm 
iittwoftted haatr^ sGKi^t k»«Daipaiiy. '/ "^^ 

Ott asKndiiig Ike cgreaS: stairs, jBigagio? b m |j | i 
Southennan to remain in the gallery. 



4«id «ctiim:4a yoiu fi^rtipthiwg.irifl ^»babl|r 
4iike. place ^diis tv^uag.tbirf; jmgr cfaaagatllie 
nkraur of Chtitelaid^s 'rCowditimi> I w]flh.iyoii» 
.therd^^^ . !• vmiti $h»t jmiu mfij^ «ee in whut 
-the evoQi wfll oooM ta ))ts9. '' 
, He liben left .Sootbeniiaii iIq the gallerjiv 
^Kibei» a niimbev e£ gc»deoi^ aot .that ni^ 
^bdmitted'ta the pl^esence, were^pfaqring^ at candb 
and dieas. Without attadung hknaelf io4tt|r 
'par^> oar hexo cat down and overiooked the 
^card-plajtonb Aiaaos faoweTcr^ did not return 
•ao socHXafi he aipected) and lie b^gan ta think 
with himsdf that it was usekss to remain fliacb 
later. Intl^. notion ha ^was ckniAnned 'by coe 
nf the gentkmen of «the.ohalDber eoaiing iroa^ 
•Jier Maj^tsTf and n^.rcHMD^ed that he had 
never wen her lode tnwre-^beautiftily nor la 
jhafipiar spmt», addii^, thatitiwauld. paofaafalgr 
he Jatahefore she retired. ' 
' Soothcmian, on hearing 'thi^ gars up aM 
liope of seeing Riaziofagauv and f descended into 
the court to return, home; faat as he "was chomI 
ingta the. portal. h(& aev idie ufaadoiw of aman 



.mcncnl'Bira^ tliete*itai'9oriiidiing'>iAltdiii(<jbi^ 
tour d£ the figove^idiat bd' hihiNt^fSaiioj^imm 
Glwteiara. • WidiOiMl wskhi^ hoWeVttr/oiJtfi^ 
tain ^beSMjhB prooMd^^^«oHrifeil)UliieiMni{^ 
where, as be expected, he {oveui^SiuMsi4^^Bb^ 
and Comylees engaged with a flask of Bal- 
wham's old sherries before them, discussing 
some important point concerning Comylees* 
horse which he was disposed to sell, and for the 
same reason that he had offered his velvet suit 
for sale. 

<< Man Knockwhinnie,'' said he, *< in course 
liow, ye sail ha'e the braw beast for little mair 
than the wind o' your mouth. I wouldna' ha'e 
parted wi' it for twice the double o' the siller, 
but my purse has had, ever since I came to 
Embro*, a severe bowel complaint; in course 
now, frae making owre free wi' the Maister 
Balwham's dainties and in fiurings to the 
Jatherons in the Cowgate.'' 

£buthennan joined them, and a fresh £ask 



QflqnreMdi;Ji]ci , Bhupsmr di idiie<i dflsuppfHiw^iT 
amcbitbeiGliodciwdid Ited seaii»^aiidi induced him 
i^mdi^d) )df$mnf^ fii,nimnrnl^idier by. some iiii«r 

rJ 

V'>'»i7'."<' ) i>n'n i'»:/nr/t mi; ., f... •( jr.)' 'd'Oc 

;?i{j -livt !)jiii . I ix |.| h ,.,,. J ' J. '. -. • I V iM--* 

ih^^ J;//i';»' ^ii\ .ti:^ )!lii Cil '^li ji-'* I'/'-tt..'. '!<? 

/u?»n ')ltu' tnJ T:.r,'»(l /'■ •{! *.:< ■♦ r>' '!.'-')/ m/'jTI 

oi anil '. I '>'>n.'- •••'•*'». .»^'"i t^»"' ^'iTi-ri /■■: 'U'' 
'^■liiYiin . in(-»'f|.uO'ji i'^/oij oi*^- '''> t '•us.-iJ 
\j^'^^i.\f ,,'^^ i^r it'll jr//o v'.u'ij:^* >•■ t ''»* * 
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CHAPTER XXVIL 

" Ring the alarum bdl ! " 



MACBttTB. 



When Southennan left the Unicorn, he 
was met by Hughoc, with a horn bowet in 
his hand, come, accordbg to nightly custom, to 
conduct his master home in safety through th^ 
nocturnal "flowers of Edinburgh," which f^ut 
that hour perfumed the ambient air, amidst the 
nightingale sounds of gardez Vtati^ and the 
dashing of faJIing waters. 

Edinburgh has probably been refo^mfid in 
that indifferently since those days, and in the 
lapse of ages may reform it altogether; stiU we 
doubt if, with all the improvements in the High- 
street^ any increase has been given to ita pic- 
turesque effect when glimmeringly lighted up, 
as It then was by ix>wet& w4 th^ moonlight 



Tbe hoiises weore of latli sod plaster, Wkiti 
waited, and tihe cro6S beams painted blad^. 
Innumerable tall gabies rose, crested with Taoe^ 
and balls; and huge balconies, like the stem 
galleries of a Dutch man-of-war^ projected over 
the street. When the moon shone bright, tH 
effect of the black and whfte tenements was 
aloaost ghastly in the silence of the nighty an^ 
the dim small wicks, that rather iUmmnated 
iban shone from the horn lanterns^ and winch 
bad only a short time before been introduce^ 
proved how ineffectual they were for their 
truj^. 

Our hero on this occasion dispensed with his 
boy^s aitteiMlance, and bade him return hcmne^ 
sis he was going to the Palace, and might thert 
be detained late. 

*^ What f * said Hughoc to himself as he was 
ascending towards the Cross, << what can he ha^ 
to do at the Palace at »c an untinieous hour? 



I wifiSi 'a^ may be gaun right wi^ tne Queen and 
t}^ Gr6Vermneift. I woul^ like to^en t If I wmt 
tof sleep, what wiB the master be the wi^ur <^ 
^'sacfifiee? Od^^ 1% gang down to the Pi^ic^ 



tB6 fHAM^am^.. 

m •nidM&^iy ttli^ed' %^ mM& ^ 

in a corner of 1bb'gUiil^l^W'B^=''^iiblfii■ 
ebnah B<M ^li rt(^uiUea"tffa"^lkoif''Mi&%e 

Ibhg heeh iHiett, nMliJh td'l^-'iiti^ri^lhi^l 
^AinhieAi«ide'hii'app<ftthtti<*l' "' .'"•""'J'l'ut>« 

Bdotheninui tfebt^ii6t tc^ob^^'bOdi ''M 
bad not ittAeiai tbat d^'tfek ^m^WSSm 
«ith thfe abrupt pkt^i^ %lttt'*N4ich'li^4U2a 
attached himself' t6 Chiit^UMll 'H ^H^eSW^ 
h€ had for^eh'fais wat!rn prtift^d^ iff r^^^ 
and Was extWVely int^estdd hi'^^'*¥¥<^\# 
'inan. 

Whedier Kiiodbwhitolie <ad(itii0 blM^i'^^ 
he did not ilpproachhinlf' %"Mi«t pQi^ 
twice up and'^o^^tl the'galfery, sS^ in (jft^fbiP 
seme j*Tsoh,'he'W*ntAWay. '■•.'•• ""' "^-"""'^' 

Scatc6ly hadhe ^Uitt^"l^'^ilfei(y,f'*Btitt 'jt 
bostie and'ndse Mm- hbtrd' in 'flik^'QUii^ 
aparOMmtsi &e 'fi>ldfi%' dc>6i«"w^^%lt>^ 
^<>pen,; ^ the^ gui^tSj' ifr jo^Sto Ittiil M li^ 



wheh he eaw^.}jjl;s» ^flc^^iinwjpe.^asi cJau^edjwjj^ 
.^ ^Rxiety, 3^P}Wge%. l^^mt .ftw .tfee gqne- 

te^^9t^ .("P^ye^TOi ^to. the cq^ien air;, l^nt 
Southennan, in tb|e^ Iju^pe.tJbiat^A^ekjd^ w<mld 
JW» ^IfflWgt^ <i»^.,g9Jlwyj wd.^aigjit; affwd him 
fiftfiBB?^%pC'^?e4Wng,.tq he^^.d^clin^tbi? 
p^fQH)^, ..JJptjWqg jDOiuld ,be more, natural or 
flpxjje^ji, ^b^ ^he xnflflq^.ii^ ^h^h he pl^ect^ 
Ifin^i Pr9Pfi5itioR;. ,^)q|:, it. would seem ih^t 
l^i^<f^ff}fgl^t otherwi^f for. be looked at hjm 
with a smister and apprehensive eye* 
j,4.t;^%^,iiBypipeiftt Adelaide; c^pa^.itttp/Xhe 
^fl^j Jkw"«t on the wTO pf the Coun^ 
Dyfrpjf/ . 8b« v^ evidentJy dq^ed, «4 
seemingly not dispos^ ,to ,]lu;igei:{|w^tb .the j:^i 
<^f jth^ guQ^laji^. Jtwt ^ii(^^p^n,?feqt.forwwd 
f^^fiiS^ JjSr.,., A^y* Q^yergi^n.tPQk p]aQ0 
4^.dpJri^,.tqj>ipft^ i»^«rWfl^ »0 aUwd^ttWAS 
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qnainted with the secret passage which led to 
the Queen's bed-chamber; but, finding the arras 
which hung over the door fluttering in a current 
of wind, lifted it aside, and saw the passage open. 
He inquired of Adelaide if she. had been ac- 
quainted with it before; to which she readily 
answered in the affirmative; adding, that she 
had been through it to the Queen in the course 
of the evening. 

The Count made light of the story. He said 
she deserved her fright; for he had no doubt 
that she had herself to blame for neglecting to 
fasten the door. 

" But some one has been there !" she cried; 
'^ and one that has come hastily up from the court 
below. The prints of his footsteps are on the 
floor." 

Rizzio at this moment returned to the group, 
and said, 

^^There has been certainly some one in the 
room — a man; and he has, passed into the 
passage which leads to the Queen's cham- 
ber; but there is no trace that he has yet 
returned." 
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•* Does any other/* said the Count, ** know of 
this passage?** 

The question ought not to have troubled 
Adelaide; but it did; and she was agitated to a 
great degree, when she replied, 

** My father saw me go in to her Majesty, 
and return." 

'* It is strange!^* said Rizzio, thinking aloud; 
and, like the other two, he at once concluded 
that the visit of her father was connected, with 
the incident of her going tq the Queen. 

Count Dufroy made no remark, but led her 
back into her own apartment, and returned to 
the two gendemen. 

" Southeunan,** said he, ** your Scottish air 
breeds craft. Here is this lovely and inge- 
nuous creature already as adroit at intrigue as 
the chambermaid of a dowager. I have made 
light of this matter seemingly;, but I suspect 
her father, out of a proper-enough feeling for 
the service he has obtained by Chateiard, has 
persuaded her to disregard the injunctions of 
her Majesty, and to plead for the imprudent 
and reckless young man. But her father ^Rrould 
M 2 
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hoft have rentured to intrude upon the Queen's 
privacy — ^into her bed-chamber. The thing iH 
incredible!*' . « 

" I think so," replied Rizzio. " Moreovec, 
the footstep is that of a smaller man than 
Knockwhinnie ; and the alarm of Adelaide 
proves that she is convinced the intruder was 
some other than her father." 

Southennan, during this colloquy, said no- 
thing. He had no doubt that Chatelard had 
been there, and had been with Knockwhinnie 
during the time they were absent from the Uni- 
com together. He was convinced also, that the 
shadow he had seen was reaUy Chatelard's; and 
recollecting the brief visit which Knockwhinnie 
had paid to the gallery, he was inclined to think 
the Frenchman was still concealed within the 
apartment. Just at this crisis, a loud scream- 
ing was heard from the ladies who were with 
the Queen. Adelaide came again rushing fi^im 
her room, into which, sword in hand, the Count 
instantly ran, and proceeded through the secret 
passage to the Queen's chamber; whilst Rizzio 
and Southennan also, with swords drawn, hur- 
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ried through-the public rooms to the same spoi. 
Adelaide, in cbreadful agitation, sank upon the 
floor; and the alarm spreading, the gallery was 
almost instantly filled with the guards, and with 
serrants bearing lights and torches. 



2M 



CHAPTER XXVHL 

" In what particular thought to work, I know not ; 
But in the gross and scope of my opinion. 
This bodes some strange eruption to our state." 

HAMLET. 

On entering the Queen's bed-chamber, they 
found her Majesty undressed, and her ladies 
surrounding her, extending their mantles to con- 
ceal her from view. In a corner of the room 
Ch^telard stood overwhelmed with consterna- 
tion : just as her Majesty was stepping into bed 
he had been discovered. 

The amazement of Count Dufroy and South- 
ennan was indescribable. Rizzio, however, was 
as collected and self-possessed as if he had been 
previously acquainted with the treason. The 
Queen herself was pale and alarmed ; some of 
her ladies were of course screaming at the top of 
their voices, and others were shaking in every 
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Umb like the aspen. The G>unt, before taking 

any step^ looked stedfasdy round the room ; 

and then said to her Majesty, with a parental 

sererity, 

. " Madam, what is your pleasure with respect 

to this gentleman ? " pointing to Chatelard. 

The Queen replied, ^' Let him be removed 
from this room; and let the Council be caUed, 
and detelrmine concerning him." 

By this time, all the adjoining rooms and pas- 
ses were filled with the guards and men-^at- 
arms. The Count summoned four of them tQ 
conduct the prisoner to the strong-room beloogr 
ing to the guard ; and dispatched messengers to 
cajl the Lords of the Council together. He then 
said to her Majesty, that he would attend her 
pleasure when she was pleased to summon him; 
3nd withdiiew with Southennan and Rizzio. 

His behaviour during this remarkable scene 
was decided, even to sternness ; he was perform- 
ing what be felt to be a severe public duty : but 
thare was a tone of melancholy and a cast of 
sudness in his maimer, affecting and impressive 
in the few Words which he addressed to ilie 
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Queen. Hi$ emotion was evident to e^ry ones, 
even in the turbulence of the confusion : but the 
painful sentiment by which he was actuate did 
not appear until he was at the door of the. apart-- 
ment, He there paused and sighed ; a momen- 
' tary hesitation detained him on the spot, but his 
wonted firmness was immediately recovered, and 
he went back to where the ladies were standiag^ 
and approaching with the customary public reve* 
rences to royalty, he took hold of the hand of 
Adelaide and brought her away. This action 
could not be mistaken ; it pixKiuced an instanta- 
neous solemnity : and the Queen, in great agita- 
tion, cried to him to remain in attendance, and 
die would presently see bim. He retired from her 
as respectfully as he had advanced, and con- 
ducted his adopted daughter to his own apart- 
ment, without speaking; where he left her, 
saying, 

*< For this night I shall find a chamber for 
myself in another part of the Palace. To- 
piorrow," said he, sorrowfully, ^ we shall pass 
from under this roof; and, if your fiuher does 
net prohibit the intention, I will conduct you to 
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the old Countess of KiTbumie, your grandmo- 
ther." 

Addiaid^ during the whole time, was incapa- 
ble of making any reply ; she was engrossed with 
unutterable fears and apprehensions. The de- 
tection of Chatelard in the Queen's bedchamber, 
overwhelmed ' her with feelings scarcely less 
dreadful than horror; and it was not until the 
Count had retired, and a flood of tears had come 
to her relief, that she was able to fbnn any cor- 
rect ^xmception of the alarm and consternation 
^whidi still shoot the Palace. 

The Count, after quitting Adelaide, returned 
to the gallery, from which the crowd had dis- 
persed ; only Rizzio and Southennan remained^ 
' «* What think you, gentlemen," said he, as he 
approached them, <^ of this humiliating trans- 
action?'* 

■ " That the Queen has had no hand in it,-^* 
replied Rizzio, alertly. 

** And I think so too," rejoined Southennan. 

*« Then there must have been some incitement 

or instijgation,'* said the Count ; << an attempt so 

. M 5 '' ' 
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-audacious could not have been undertaken ivkb- 
out encouragement ! '' 

In saying tbi% he looked so sharply, that the 
Italian could not withstand the searchii^g q£ his 
eye. 

It was now sufficiently manifest that the Goupt 
suspected the purity of the Queen ; but no word 
escaped from himj which in any deffroe could 
be construed to imply that opinion. Wkile 
ih^ w^re thus sanding together — spes^iig ab- 
ruptly at intervals, which i^owed how -nuHJi 
their thoughts were engrossed with the imivu^ 
rence, the Lady Mary Livingstone came^thrpegh 
the apartments of Adelaide from the Queen, to 
request the attendance of the Count ; a summoias 
which he immediately obeyed, leaving thaty oung 
lady with the two gentlemen. 

No sooner had Dufroy left the gallery, 4lian 
the whole appearance of Rizzio. seined to un- 
dergo a transformation ; his mien be^me buoy- 
ant, and an irrepressible exultation ^dione afr it 
w^e in his looks and gestures. He evet^ ven- 
tured to jest with the lively Mary Livingstone, 
who did not seem to think there was any reason 



SOUTHEKNAN. S51 

;t0Uching life or death in the business; but the 
levity with which both Rizzio and this arch lady 
treated the adventure was not infectious: on the 
contrary, SQUthennan listened to their ill-timed 
gaiety witli distaste. He saw by the manner in 
which Count Dufroy bad been affected, that it 
was an adventure far more serious than they 
iniflgined. n^- 

'• When the Count entered to the Queen's pre* 
sence he found her alone. Her 'appearance, 
denoted extreme dnxiety, a steady intense;fed- 
ing, which showed itself in her featured and 
air, but was unaccompanied with any visible 
emotion. 

, " I cannot," said her Majesty to him, " but 
\discem that you believe me to have been privy 
and consenting to this most derogatory trans- 
action.'' 

The Count seemed on the point of returning 
spme answer, but suddenly checking himseU^ he 
made a profound bow. 

"I," i'esumed the Queen, "I am not sur- 
prised that you should put such a construction 
on it, because the matter of Knockwhinnie's 
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pardon, and other iiistaiice& of the license whioh 
. the unhappy yonng man has allowed himsdf to 
take, justify your 8U£picicxi&. Bu t ■ / ^ and 
she rose from her seat, ^*I neither hare forgotten 
my delicacy nor my dignity. I do not now 
order Chatelard to quit the kingdom, but you 
will convey to the Chancellor my determination, 
that his conduct shall be subjected to the utmost 
rigour of the law," and she cast her eyes with 
something like entreaty as she said, with undi« 
minished serenity, ^^ verily. Count! it is a cruel 
trial to the feminine heart to visit with igno- 
miny one whose only offence has been in for- 
getting the Queen in a passion for the woman.'^ 
The Count emphatically said that her com- 
mands should be executed, and withdrew. 
• No incident hitherto in the life of this beau- 
tiful and accomplished Princess, had ever pene- 
trated her bosom with so harsh an anguish as 
the lofty and ceremonious deportment of Dufroy 
on this occasion. She saw him leave the room 
with every wish to have recalled him; but, con* 
scious of her innocence, and indignant to be so 
suspected, she remained as immovable as a sta* 
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tue. In this situation she was feimd by L^y 
Mary Livingstone^ who returned from the gal- 
lery as the Count re-entered it. 

" Who were the other gentlemen," said the 
Queen, "that came with the Count when the 
alarm was given ? " 

** Rizzio and Southennan." 

" Livingstone," replied the Queen, " I am 
troubled. I dread that this unseemly adventure 
will come to some bloody issue. I cannot be 
merciful in this instance, without detriment to my 
honour, and sanctioning the infectious breath 
of slander. Go and bid Southennan come to 
me. He was a witness, and I would learn from 
himself what impression the discovery has made 
upon him; and come you back with him." 

When Southennan approached h^r presence, 
her manner towards lum was less marked, and 
she said, with much of her natural affability 
and condescension, that she had sent to inquire 
whether he had observed anything during the 
alarm, to give him reason to suppose that any 
of her attendants were privy to the intrusion. 

The answer was satisfactory, and when he 
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mentioned the suspicion whidi the dhadow Iwd 
suggested, and the circumstance of Chatalard 
having been probably with Knockwhinnie when 
Adelaide had visited her Majesty before supper, 
she eagerly seized him by the hand, and cried, 

'* You have saved my honour.'* 

This was the feminine impulse of the mo- 
ment; for she ifhmediately dropped his hand, 
and retiring a pace or two, desired him to s^d 
in Rizzio. 

The rank which the^ Italian held in her 
household previous to this time, aiForded him but 
few opportunities of addressing her. She knew 
that he was esteemed a young man of superior 
talent ; she had often heard the acutest of her 
counsellors mention this; but the restricted 
etiquettes of the court had hitherto kept him 
at a distance. 

She asked him the same questions which she 
had put to Sduthennan, and his answers were 
equally decisive. He mentioned what he had 
observed of the footstep in the passage, and 
that he had conjectured they were those of 
Chatelard before the alarm was given. While 
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he was stating this, she fixed upon him the fasci- 
nation as it were of her eye, and enquired if he 
thought she had been accessary to what had 
token place. 

' Kizzioi with perfect truth, assured her that 
he had no such suspicion ; that although he had 
oft^i observed the impassioned ardour with 
iwhich Chatelard had dared to regard her 
Majesty, he yet on no one occasion had 
ever remarked that she evinced any par- 
tiality for him. jShe expressed her satis- 
fection with the clearness of his recoUecUons, 
and remembering the opinion she had often 
heard expressed of his sagacity and intelli- 
gence, she inquired in what way he thought 
she ought to act in the aiFair. This was a mark 
of confidence which, however much he longed 
for, he did not then expect; but he was ready 
with his answer, which he deUvered with scwne 
method, and more than his usual address. 

He alluded to her personal condition, to her 
youth, to the admiration with which she was 
contemplated, and to the rough and turbulent 
age in which she was placed, with exquisite deli- 
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CBcy; comparing her to a fiiir bark in a turbulent 
sea, and a bright star amidst the clouds of a 
storm, and concluded with advising her not to 
interfere beyond the strict necessity of r^al duty 
in Chatelard's affair* " Your Majesty," he con- 
cluded, ^^can only hope for tranquil enjoyment 
and a happy reign by uniting yourself to some 
eminent Prince, who will share the cares and 
the masculine duties of the sovereignty." 

All this was so discreetly and so flatteringlv 

delivered, that Mary blamed herself for having 

known so little of him before, and from that 

. moment she resolved to consider him as'dne of 

her confidential advisers. 



257 



CHAPTER XXIX. 

" Old men and beldames, in the streets 
Do prophesy upon it dangerously." 

^ SHAKSPEARk. 

The machination of Rizzio had thus suc- 
ceeded ; but aft^r leaving the Queen's presence 
he did not feel " his bosom's lord sit lighter on 
his throne" by the event. It was his first crime : 
and although his friendship for Chatelard was 
not of that generous nature which was likely to 
have awakened much compunction for the 
double part he had played against him, he yet 
oould not disguise. from himself that no honour- 
able heart could approve the craft of his incite- 
ments* Conscience acknowledged the guilt. 

When he returned into the gallery he found 
a numerous assemblage of persons there, and 
that the Council was in deliberation ; but he 
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kept himself aloo^ and walked about as if in 
quest of something which he had lost and could 
not recover. He had, indeed, reached a point 
irf* fortune from which he might attain renown 
and power; but he found it was a headland, 
and that the prospect beyond it was crossed 
with black shadows and rugged chasms of many 
unknown dangers. The road he was to travel 
was rough, and the r^on through whidi it lay 
ominous with the unblest monuments of many 
victims. 

The mind of Chatelard, at that time, as c<Hn- 
pared with Rizzio's, was as the mist in the 
calm to the wrack in the storm. His dread of 
punishment was soothed with the &llacious ixoa- 
gination that he was beloved by the Qpeen; and 
he stood, in consequence, in the presence of the 
G>uncil, though perturbed and pale, cheered by 
this secret persuasion* It were tedious to recapi- 
tulate the circumstances of his examination. The 
fact of bis treason in being discovered at;, an un- 
timely hour in the Queen^s bed-chamber, ad- 
mitted of no extenuation ; nor could the coun- 
sellors doubt the intent which had drawn him 
there. 
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<« My lords,'' smd. the Earl of Morton, with 
his characteristic famltarity, when the examina- 
lion was finished, *^ my lords, we shoiddna' make 
twa bites of a dierry. That the hempie was 
found aneath the Queen's bed is proven; but 
that shews no aninms. Now, unless we can make 
out what he was doihg there, I canna' see 
wherein the treason lies ; for surely, as ^me of 
your Lordships weel ken, its no sic a miroculdus 
Aing to catch a lad hidden in a young woman'^ 
chamber. My word, the fallow has a.gude taste. 
But to speak in a solemn manner, as reverence 
fifr the Queen's Majesty requires we should do, 
I think he might hae been there by an accident* 
Wha can gainsay that? Or he might hae been 
looking for a curiosity, and hearing the Queen 
dpd her giggling leddies coming in, might hae 
crept in aneath the bed out o' sight, to make his 
escape at a mair convenient season. 'Deed, my 
lords ! though no man can respec' the observaoce 
of a strict morality more than I do, yet thiii is ^ 
^eslton that has twa sides, and it bdioves us to 
take care in doing justice that we dinna' offend 
the Queeit. My mind, and I hae had in my 
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day some preeing of human nature and of 
womankind, is an opinkm,- that we maybe 
would best ooosult discretion if we remitted tUe 
whole tot of the concern to be dealt with by her 
Majesty as in her wisdom and chastity she may 
se^fit" 

At this declaration the Count Diifroy ad- 
dressed the Chancellor, and informed him of the 
injunctions he had receired from the Queen to 
deal in this afiair with the m&st rigorous adhe* 
rence to the law." 

" Weel," said Morton, " that changes my 
opinion. I doubt, Monsieur Chatelard, ye^i« 
in a bad way; for, as ye didna' please her* 
Majesty, we, as ye hae heard, can do naething 
mair for your gude than to send you to the 
hangman ; and in the meanwhile ye'U get eveiy 
diing'to make you comfortable.'' 

The Prior of St. Andrews, who never mnch 
relished the grifty humour of the Earl, inter'^ 
posed, and said, that although no questicxi 
oould be raised as to the guilt of the prisoner, it 
was yet necessary, for the vindication of the 
Queen's honour, that h^ should be puUidy 
brought to trial 
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« My word, Jamie Stuart," . said Morton, 
^^1 '11 no say that thou 's like the tod's whelp < a 
day aulder a day w^ur ;' but as the moon waikes 
thy wit woices, and though we may be fashed 
wi' a trial, yet I agree that, for fashion's cause, 
we canoa well put the varletout of pain with- 
out .the benefit of an advocate as welt as an 
executkiner ; and therefore I move that he be 
sent to trial according to law." 

The prisoner was then removed again to the 
strong-room, and the Council rising, passed 
into the gallery, where there was a great busde 
in consequence of the Provost and the Town 
Council coming to address her Majesty oa her 
escape from what they denominated ^^ a rampant 
tmitor." 

" My Lord Provost," said H^e Earl of Morton 
ji)cularly, " ye should hae been suite, be&re ye 
came wi' your comforting condolence, that it 
will be acceptable ; for what if it were a disap- 
pointment raither than an escape? " 
■ Both ithe Prior of St. Andrew's and the 
Count were vexed, to hear the Earl indulging 
his characteristic disregard of decorum, iad 
begged him not to treat it so lightly. 
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" Fot,*' said the Prior, "it is a serious busi- 
ness, whaterer may have been the incident; and 
the life of a young man, hitherto unblamable, 
will probably be forfeited." 

The Queen having, notwithstanlding the 
lateness of the hour, consented to receive Ae 
address, the gallery was soon thinned, and ddy 
Southennan and Rizzio were left in it. Some* 
thing had all the evening dissatisfied Southennan 
with the conduct of Rizzio, and he felt shocked 
when the Italian said heartlessly, 

<'It is an ill wind that blows nobody good. 
By this rashness of Chatelard the road is open 
to you with Adelaide." 

Southennan, though this had occuired to 
himself, and had even subdued, in some degree, 
his regret for tl^ fate which the Frenchman 
had brought upon himself, was yet not pleased 
to hear it so familiarly uttered, and replied 
sarcastically, 

** It certainly seems to give ydu pleasure also ; 
more than I can account for, or easily com- 
prehend.'* 

Rizzio perceived that he had gone farther 
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than the sympathy of Soudiennan would follow, 
and he was too deeply read in the mystery of ^ 
man to indulge his exultation more openly. 
Accordingly, to avoid farther observation he 
soon after retired for the night : our hero also 
proceeded home. 

On issuing from the portal of the Palace 
Southennan found a vast miscellaneous multi- 
tude assembled, discussing the affair with all 
those customary exaggerations which belong, as 
matters of course, to the accidents and indis- 
cretions of princes. But he did not linger to 
set any of them right; for the state of excite- 
ment in which he had been held for so many 
hours had exhausted his strength. 

The dawn was just then beginning to brighten 
over ^^ the east neuk of Fife," and to shed its 
liilvery twilight on the pinnacles and chimney- 
tops of the city, but the stillness of the morning 
was banished. The whole town was astir; men 
in arms were parading in all directions; the 
wynds were guarded; and the fearful din of 
warlike preparation rung around, as if the walls 
were actually beleaguered. A trumpet sounded 
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at ifitervala wildly from the caktie, drums wei*e 
beating in the hollows of the Grassinarket arid the 
Cowgate. The surrounding country was roused. 
Horsemen came galloping hi, followed oy nume- 
rous bands of cottars and farmers, ^med with 
such weapons as they could reacti or snatcn in 
their haste. Nor was the alarm confine!] to 
those who girded themselves for battle. When 
the press of patriots, who thronged the gates 
and filled the streets, began to slacken, carles of 
more forethought were seen approaching, seated 
on carts and wains loaded with provisions; and 
long trains of pack-horses, laden with sacks of 
meal, driven by boys, displayed the national 
sagacity in turning all accidents to profitable 
account ; these were soon after followed by 
coveys of country wives and lasses, with creels 
on their arms : circumstances which, while all 
around menaced tumult, indicated a general 
persuasion that it would come to no head. The 
universal scene was not unlike a multitudinous 
fair: Nor did the influx and commotion soon 
cease, for the tidings of the Queen's danger 
spread far and wide, insomuch that those who 
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came first into tbe city could hardly find room 
to repass the gates^ against the crowd that was 
streaming in. The alarm was interesting to 
others besides ^e populace. The Reform^v 
and the Catholics heard it with equal constem^ 
tion^ and from all quarters hastened to the 
scene. The Protestj^ts came flocking lilpe 
doves tp the windows, and the Papists like 
crows and ravens to the new'^turned fields, 
where they had of old been accustomed to 
pillage. 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

" The dream's here still ; even when I wake, it £b 
Without me as within me; not imagined, fdt/' * 

CYMBSLINB* 

When Knockwhinnie heard what had hap- 
pened to Chatelard, he carae to consult with 
our hero. He was disappointed by the disco- 
very of the true object of Chatelard's affections ; 
it made him feel a degree of resentment at what 
he regarded as a deception ; but he still recol* 
lected with gratitude the debt he owed him for 
having procured his pardon ; and the object of 
his visit was to ask Southennan to accompany 
him to the place where the unfortunate French- 
man was confined. 

" Though," said Knockwhinnie, " I am not 
content with him for having so openly and 
ardently professed an attachment for my daugh- 
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ter, yet in return for the obligations he has laid 
me under, it is .my duty to endeavour by. all 
imaginable means, consistent with integrity, to 
.mitigate his afflictions.'' 

Southennan readily acquiesced in his request, 
-and they proceeded down to the Palace, where 
they were informed that Chatelard had been 
removed to the Castle« 

Adelaide was ill,, and could not be seen. Her 
father, however, requested that she would allow 
him to see her, and he was admitted. He had 
expected to find her afflicted with grief, and her 
disease only agitation; but, on walking into 
the room, he was surprised to see her sitting 
alone, and that she took no notice of his en- 
trance. He spoke to her, first chidingly, for 
yielding to such extreme grief, and then ten- 
derly exhorted her to make an effort to regain 
her tranquillity. But she heeded not what he 
said, and he became alarmed at the vacuity of 
her eyes and the paleness of her countenance. 
It was manifest that her mind was overwhelmed 
by one dreadful idea, and that she was in no 
condition to be left alone. 
K 2 
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" This is too mucb," said he; " it can neither 
be justified nor indulged, that you /shpuld aban- 
dcm youpelf to $uch sorrow." 

Her answer showed the fearfi4 idea with which 
she was possessed* 

<^ He will be executed! the. Queen will not 
interfere ! *' 

" Of what avail, then, is grief? *' replied h^ 
father. <^ The better part for you is to renjiain 
quiet; it is also the more comely. How hope- 
less your regard for him has ever been ! " 

Without seeming in any degr^ moved, and 
still sitting with the same stedfast ^nd pale va- 
cant countenance, she said, 

** He will be executed! the Queen will not 
interfere!" 

"You heed me not!" exclaimed her father, 
tenderly taking her by the hand. " Why do 
you but rep^t thesQ words? I beseecl;i,youj 
Adelaide, to answer me, and not to sit with tliat 
moqrnful look." ^ 

" He will be executed ! the Queen will not 
interfere!" 

This repetition deeply affected Knockwhin^ 
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nie : he chafed her hand, and, otherwise endea* 
vouring ito rouse her, called her earnestly by 
name as if she had been asleep; but her cata- 
lepsy was too intense to be disturbed by his 
endeavours. He summoned assistance, and 
siearched for essences, or any of the other means 
by which sensibility is usually recalled; but nei- 
ther his fears nor his cares excited her attention. 
She sat in the same attitude, her hand resting 
on her knee as he left it: her eyes continued in 
tlie same glassy stare, and void of speculation. 
Her attendant, who had quitted the apartment 
when she had admitted him, returned, aiid, 
on seeitig her condition, screamed, and flew 
upon her in a state of distraction, fearing she 
was dead. All produced lio effect; for, even 
while Annette, her maid, was weeping and la- 
menting over her, she said, with the same appal- 
ling and corpse-like calm, 

"He will be executed! the Qufeen will not 
interfere!'^ 

" What does she mean by repeating thesfe 
words?** 

** They are those," replied Annette, " of the 
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Lady Maiy Livrngstone, vrhen she told her diat 
Chatelard was ranoved to the Castle." 

The mention of his name seemed to prodnoe 
some impression on* Adelaide; for she turned' 
ker head round, and looked as if her consciou»* 
ness were reviving. Her father, on seeing' this^ 
stood eagerly watching her' recovery; and' An* 
nette, with folded hands, also stood looking witb 
terror in her face, as if she too watched some 
inconceivable change.' 

<^ The bell is toUingv and the crowd gather* 
ing!'' said Adelaide. 

A slight hectical gk>w shone for a mcmient 6» 
her ' alabaster cheek; and the colour, which be-^ 
gan to return to her lips, continued to deepen' 
to the natural coral; her eyes, however, were' 
still motionless: 

^< Who is that sallow gaunt wretch, whose 
lean arms are bared to the shoulders?'* 

" What does she mean?" 

<^ She is thinking of the executioner,*' replied 
Annette. <^ Hush ! she speaks again ! " 

« They are coming ! That felon-looking 
wretch carries his* axe as proudly as a truncheon 
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ef; honour. Their heads ^ are rising ! no^ ihey 
have come up uf>on the scaffi)ld! they mov^ 
upart! Oh, Chatelard!" she exclaimed, with 
a violent shriek, and, starting from her chair, 
seemed like one that had awakened fiotn the 
incantations of the nightp-mare. 

"My child!, my child!** cried her father, 
embracing her. 

Without, however^ appearing to be sensible 
of his presence, she said, 

"Where have I been? Was I asleepj and 
but- dreamt ? Oh ! such perfect visions come 
not'in deep/' And,' tears rushing into her eyes, 
ihe wept for some time, gradually recovering. 
'Still, without noticing her father, she said, 

" Annette ! why put I on this mantle? Where 
did I intend to go?" And, with a momentary 
glare of wildnes^ she- suddenly turned to her 
father, and exclaimed, - 

" Were you not speaking, sir? Did you not 
chide me?'* 

"Alas, my pretty Adelaide, I had not then 
observed thy cooditicm ! But compose thyself.** 

^< I b^n toihave 8C«ne recollection,** said she^ 



in a fllmuigQ.hQlbiyrrirake^t'* that Jlanf^ iihnng^ 
ma^ iMmIs tO(«te|>;and)miQttthat^ Gbatelardnm^ 
Ukmto die dfislki*^. Dicl.sbe natsqiy ' He^^H 
be ei^ewte^ apd A^i fQnoaoi \fUl iotiiatevfete?' 
.She did say that. But wheiaaiBsiii«?#^Biid{lui«r 
are you here> n^ MwDr??^tod Annette; hdiat 
wimld yo%.'.t]iat yCHit stand ^tring, ois if thare 
vere somethu^ fearful upon me?!'* . r ,; < 
, 4^1 tbi9 onWi* the lyadjDMMilry lidYingsMie 
entered fiK>m mother ,apmcimBufyiU^smed \if 
tl^ phj^siijaii^^kf .file pfdm; .tftdifagr his< (ud^^ 
^Knockwhinnie west into ihe adjoiuiE^i^iMiH 
ajQflQi9f^iwd l^/tbe^Imd^ Jj^Biy, fixmi.ivhbm he 
leaxTied, that just befQie'hehoKtbctfn adoiittc^' 
ai)d. W&i ^^ yif^ tdUog jmt af'die Qbeen%; In- 
exQn4>]^ detQn|[iioad0fiy Adehide.aisdbienly''fdl 
i]^ tjutf: &igbtftil($j^^ >: ' < 

.The pt^^pum prMsat^ jnined tbm^ «^d 
assured Knockwhinnie that <qil»t' ted repose 
wou^ 60(Hi restove iiis.daughtea ^ 

^' It is bi}t. a womanlyiinfiimaty thhti has^ov«i> 
jtalc^n herj and with tdbe tielp of axlitde ^deep, 
«hjp 1^ sQ^n.beiiweUiagpan Hiitie is iidinediNL 
^caft^t^t jac^^ fi»iiirtafy. in>ai»hia ieafli^'-^«^ j t;u w. . . 



^hoMfhrnnbt, in die nminliiile^ (had mH the 
Coufat in the) gbUei^^i cdming fit)in tbe* Qt^deh; 
tHth ^ appemanee of ^tisgultioil ^ ob^oiis^ 
that be • oonld hot bMiM^uii^ the <ifmsd ^ bil 
aj^tent ertjojFmenti •- i » 

*^ Her Majfesty^^' rejdiclAiDttftof ^^ ** sttrprises 
mcv < Widi all the tadlktkms id£^h^ ^x,' she 
is this morning moretfixwiiilf berprnpose ths^lti 
hflrre ^eir seen U^beford; for^ spite of tte stiiag- 
^ betwetot ber ineR^> or it'txiuy be regiardfOF 
CbAtelard^ ailidlilier x^gnit^, Aiq n^ still resaltfte 
tolotcheiamr-tbke^ttscottrsei)^ « < . .< m 

f' Tkto,'' said Soudieikiiab, <<yoa tvill fimf^eiia 
yoorr^rurn texEoBiicai?'' ' • ' ' '^ • 

«^ Yes, ]siut lioti alco^ther of my own resolti* 
tioii ; jfor^iie has oomintodcd ti»g to rc^main;^' VLp&n 
a promise that I made to her uncles^ tb^ Prihceis^ 
o£ Jiiorsaini to contini)/^ miAi her^ ^ntil &h^ shoiild 
seleot'.a aukaUe-husbatnd and' protecton Al^ 
though my task her^ ill aeo6rds wiidi my indi* 
naticms, yibt JD (cannot Ibrget the soliannity <rf^ my 
pi^^o^se, is<Di!l€mg as li caife d4i aiiy serrieie hbt 
ineons&stent withlny kmoar. I do fiot think 
now that she aattertains any c^cdxnn for the rash 
k5 
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young man, or was privy to his criminal folly. 
Had she been so, I would have taken my de-' 
parture by the same vessel this day in which h^ 
was to have sailed; but now I will continue yet 
awhile, and particularly as she has for the first 
time intimated her intention of chusing a hus- 
band. It is needful; and there is wisdom in the 
suggestion occurring to her at this time. More-^ 
over, she has raised Rizzio, not only to fill the 
place of Chatelard in the Chancery, but to 
manage the correspondence with the princes of 
Europe regarding her intention to marry; a trust 
of great delicacy, which could not be in abler 
hands. I would it were in honester!'' 

^* If you doubt his' honesty, my Lord 
Count, why have you approved of tiie ap-" 
pointment ? " 

"I do not mean honesty, as it is spoken of 
by traders and burghers; but of that sort which 
does not too eagerly look for advantages to it» 
possessor. In sooth, I think Rizzio is one wha 
will, in chusing a husband for the Queen, bhuse- 
also a patron for himself; and by that ish'e may^ 
suffer/' 
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" If you think so, why, pennit me to say 
again, have you not told the Queen this?'^ 

" I have," said the Count; " but she i$ wilful; 
and I am too happy to find her so well inclined 
to vindicate herself and dignity, in this affidr of 
Chatelard, that I postponed my stronger remon- 
strance until some more convenient season/' 
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*' He j*t8 lit scare' "w^io never felt a wound! " 

. ./*/ '.. • 
SouTHENNAN and Knqckvbuini^ hft^iog ob- 
tained an order to admit them. to Chutdard, 
lep; the !P^ace Xoge^r^ aqd proceeded up 
towards, the. Castle. ,A$. Aey irem walUng 
alon^. Souttieiinan, jwithout- aaquaiutuigi ]|is 
oompanioa tbftt h^ knew where Aucbepbrae 
was secreitj^ .inquired if 1^ still oberkbed.bis 
anger against him. 

" Knockwhjonie^" said, b^ ^^ npw ^you^have 
happily obtaJA^your own pardan^HwieieaQwell 
to thi^ik no moi^ of the injuries, wlpAeb yim b^ve 
su^redf but to al|ow the wounds of .yx^tur Mud 
to heal/' 

« It is eaqr for you to say. sp,; it iftie^isy for 
those who never Im^iy ^WgertiQir.difficid^ to 
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^ve brave advice ; it is easjr for those who have 
not felt misfortune themselves, to descant on the 
&ults of the unhappy. I grant that I was rash 
m my revenge on Count Dufioy ; but neither 
in principle m)rmoti(yeAK;a& it wijust; and there- 
fore, though he was innocent, and I repent my 
rashness towards him, jet the|;uilt wj^ch pro- 
y(iis/^P^*^^f9&Sf^9 deserved the punishment I 
intended. My conscience will not be satisfied, 

i'^^Sdu^nHatf* ^iis^iik^^Tstttch'kiAdet tHe ittflu- 
]itn^i€^lh« spirit oTthe^ tt^ be semible to 
jilhbi.pera* <rf Ibik d<ictrinei''^ttis own' ri^ttite, 
< A'ank ftHdig^tterdus^ i«^^ lidi' Skeiy to bb'&^- 
'gaMwibji'fidrite'^llhg^^ ev^n'tindef a'sehse'of 
ihj^»^ bk hfe dofniiidered'Mtit^h ^^{ii^^nt 
antipathy the license which^i^ too gehet^y 
»ltttefii«d %' ihjtired itedivrdtfaiy; )^rsMi^y to 

•quemce^ botiapft to controvert -^tfie^ n6ii6ns of 
Kffc^kMfiiikmi^ididia- eag^if^^i^^i^inuch forbe; 
he only observed in reply — ^ 

' ' ^mm rBvivtf dFolff ^Bg^ ^mbrfi ddes any 
goml; tk^^giAAt trf^'Aibl^^a^Htftf^ mudh similar 
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to your own attempt on the Count, in the wrong 
he did your house; it was not sucoeasful, and 
as you have obtained your pardon because 
your own intention had not been accom- 
plisbed) for the same reason you should con- 
sider whether you ought not, in your tum^ to 
pardon him." 

*< The cases are not parallel ; his injury to 
me and mine was dictated by his own profli- 
gacy: I had never given him any cause to 
justify the wrong he did* In him it wa& pure 
wickedness; my attempt on the Count was as 
guiltless as an accident ; I believed him to have 
oqmmitted the injuries that have, blasted my 
life, but as he was innocent of them I could 
«have no reason in doing what I did. When the 
truth was known the Count was changed in my 
thoughts from a debtor to a creditor. I owed 
him for the harm I had done him, as it were^ 
in mistake.'' 

*^ Then you are htiil deteimined to avenge 
the wrong you have suffered by Auchenbrae ?" 

<^ I do not steiy," replied Knockwhinnie, *^ that 
1 will in his case take the law into i&y owi| 
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hands, because he has long been addicted ta 
habits and practices that have cut him off from 
the fellowship of gentlemen. Moreover, I have 
consulted my kinsman,- Lord Killiecrankie, of 
the Court of Sesssion, and he is of opinion that 
I would unworthily demean myself were I to 
take the punishment upon myself; and, morer 
over, he also says, if I prosecuted him in the 
Court, I would have great difficulty in maintain- 
ing my case for lack of sufficient evidence ; and 
that, as his Lordship said, is the only reason 
which could justify me in taking iipon myself to 
make good what the law cannot reach," 

Southennan was perplexed at hearing this, 
and observed — 

" What would he say if you killed Auchen- 
brae, and were brought before his Lordship for 
mmtler?" 

** Really," replied Knockwhinnie, " that is a 
point of law which neither of us thought of! '* 

As^ they were thus talking, and occasionally 
stopping to recover their breathy exhausted in 
climbing the steep ascent between the Nether- 
bow and the Castle, Johnnie Gaff, who had ob^ 
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servied them togethi^s f<^o^ed itt a respej^t&t 
distance idong the side of the street^ plainly in- 
dicating by his frequent glances ^t Knock-' 
whinnie, a desire to be noticed by his qH 
master* 

Johnnie was an altered man ; he had lost) by 
hJ3 dismissal from the halberdiiers» not only his 
uniform but much 9f his jself-Qonspqueno^ Thii, 
was the more severely Mt^ as. the 3Ue^ wese 
tinged with crowds of ai:;med ruspca wb^pn 
the alarm had .brought in from'. the c(m^tIf^, 
among whom. Jghjcinie' feh his, habi^V^ .desim to 
vindicate authority again reviv^* ^e w»s al«o. 
a goq4 deal annoyed ^y.idle ckiUrep» i^ho, 
recognising him in his more, homely ^ppuael^. 
sometimes, to shew the natural sati^sik^bn of 
humftnity at the sight of &I}en greatness^ pushed . 
him about, and treated him witb all the dariaicm 
so generally rendered to misfortune. 

At last Johnnie cai^ht the eye^ of Knacfe- 
irhinnie ; before whom^ cap-in-hand, he iqu^e- , 
diately ^presented himself. . At first, izi.this. 
altered garb be was not recognized; but he^^HW^. 
took care to be so. i . . • 



•* It^s true, Knbckwhinnie;^* smd he,-'« ttk 
the ony ppobandy liies oh me to cbhvihce yoil 
that' I Aa John Gaff, umqiAffe clerk lo Mathew 
Symingtoii^ heretofore y6ur TBaron Bkili^.** 

" Ah!" exclaimed Knockwhinniey " 1* am 
glad to sdi^'you?* ' '^ ' 

« Thank yoii, Itnoctwhinnie ; and "if I tan 
be o' any service now that I'tei -cmt O^ breid, 

'Kiidckwhinnie' Was at the time in want-df 'h 
^rvaftt, and the idea t)cctirred to htm that 
Johnriie in%Ht be bsefiil. Helaiighed,'how#iref^ 
afthe offer, and said — . 

"I see, Johnnie ' that whiat is brefl in'ii&e 
bone fe ^^hot easily* gdt but of the flesh» you ate' 
as mbdest as ^ver. After seizii^ me by the 
nedt with- so litfle reverence, how ckn ybh 
think that I i^uld ettdui^ you in my^'lseWke 
again?" ' ^ 

** Na, K!tiockwhinnie, Aat ought to be a i*^ 
son for talai!gtne : 'it^'s aA argumenly adM^ 
ny; for I^bdt did my duty to the Lord Prd^ 
vost and thfe ' Qtieeh," and it *s as gdde as a writ* 
ten testificate, that I 'm likely to be Us trusty in 
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the servitude o' ither folL I was in the laidul 
exercise'of my calling and jurisdiction ; and for 
that, Knockwhinnie, ye should treat with me on 
the OaJteof anty BelL" 

<< Well, Johnnie, come to the Uniooni after 
dinner, and we shall have a negociation." 

*< But,'' replied Johnnie, << I see ye 're on some 
intent o' business. Now, as I 'm weel acquaint 
wi' the locus loci of ilk wynd and closs; indeed, 
I may say, I ken iotcu et iniegras every hole 
and comer o' the burgh o' Embro ; couldna ye 
find a bit turn for me to do afore the after-* 
noon?" 

Knockwhinnie laughed, and replied, 
« All I have to do, I must do myself! " 
Southennan here suggested that as Johnnie 
had held so recently an official appointment, he 
might be serviceable in conducting them through 
the Castle to the tower in which Chatelard was 
confined; and the suggestion being adopted, 
Johnnie was directed to follow them. 

It would have been instructive to* the student 
«f mankind to have seen the immediate effect 
which the acceptance of Johnnie's services pn>>& 
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duoed on him. The shy and diflSideht air Tvith 
which, ihough^ affecting freedom, he had «d* 
dressed himself to his quondam master, instantly 
dis^peaied; and he only seemed in want of his 
halberd, to be as dignified as ever. Indeed* it 
was a great lack to be then without^ for as he 
erected himself into' official importance, his 
hands and arms were awkwardly cumbersome : 
a switch would- at that time have improved his 
stiff graces. However, he drew confidence firom 
his vocation ; and did not, as they walked to the'' 
Castle*hill, fail to give a glowing impression of 
his palm on the cheek of more than one of the 
urchins who held out their fingers as he passed,' 
and molested him with their murgeons. 

At the Castle-gate, Johnnie showed that he 
knew how to set dbout his business, by telling 
his master and Southennan to wait at the draw- 
bridge, while he went in to ascertain firom the 
sentries if admission would be allowed ; greatly* 
however, to Johnnie's discomfiture, he was gruffly 
told to go about his business, for nobody could 
be admitted without an order. 

^^ I 'm very sorry, ^' said he, as he came out^ 
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<^ that je haie climbed the hiU ta sue ]iti)^, ppr* 
poie. Had I no been Jimcij/ojfiefislip, J coiM 
liae ta'en you in without a maniamuj^!* > 

"We have one^** replied Knockwhi^oni^; 
** and here it is ! *' , 

<^ Then, instanty pent a' di$cultjr«" . On v^*- 
ing which, Johnnie took the p«tper» and pfopijly 
leading the van,' showed it with an air to tbf? splr 
dier ; and, without condescending to exchange a 
wmdy proceeded up the ascent to the next gate^ 
which he passed with equal silence and cere- 
mony. On reaching the higher court, where a 
number of the garrison were playing at penny 
stanes, Johnnie procured a soldier to conduct 
them to Chatelard's prison, where they had not 
long to remain, until an old ihan came with the 
keys. 

The jailor had been, in his better days, of 
great athletic power : age had diminished both 
the quantity and the articulation of his flesh and 
muscles ; but his joints were gnarled and unu- 
sually large, and his hands huge, and roped with 
▼eins and sinews, even to a degree that still implied 
the possession of Herculean strength. He stooped 
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beneath tlie burden of age ; his hoary head was 
uncovered; and though his office was stem, there 
was yet no suUenness in his countenance : on 
the contrary, his eyes were lively, and his look 
cheerful, even facetious. He came leaning on a 
staff, and carried in his hand three or four large 
rusty keys ; one of which he applied to the lock, 
and adlmitted' the viflitors. 
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CHAPTER XXXIL 



' I see men's judgments are 



A parcel of their fortuneeii^ and things outward 
Do draw the inward quality after them 
To suffer all alike." 

ANTHONY AND CLEOPATBA. 



The full danger of his situation did not occur 
to the apprehension of Chatelard, until he was 
conducted from the Palace to the Castle; for al- 
though, when he was first discovered, his conster- 
nation was great and visible, it did not last long. 
His vanity suggested that the Queen would soon 
relent; and with this imaginary assurance he 
comforted himself till he was brought before the 
Council : even there, hope did not desert him ; 
and he thought that the rough humour of the 
Earl of Morton was not an omen to be dreaded. 
After his removal from the Council the flattery 
continued; and he was no otherwise tr^ted 
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whil6 he remained. under custody in Holyrood 
House than as usual, with the exception of the 
guards in the room with him. But in the 
morning, .when he was informed that a litter 
was in waiting, in.wliich he was xp be conveyed 
to the Castle, the. cold touch of fear made him 
diudder. Still it was observed, that although 
be was . slightly agitated as he . mounted the 
litter, . he yet showed no pusillanimity or ternnr 
of punishment. But when, as he was carried up 
the street, he beheld the vast multitude roUing^ 
on all sides like the waves of the sea, . and saw 
the universal alarm in, every countenance, he be- 
came sad. and spiritless. He was then convinced 
of the extent of public disaster which his folly 
involved, and that he was passing from beycxid 
the reach of his imaginary influence with the 
Queen. 

. On arriving at the Castle Hill, he beheld a 
number of the garrison drawn out, and a great 
crowd assembled: the soldiers, as the litter 
moved towards the gate, formed a circle round 
it to keep off the people; it halted at the draw- 
bridge, . on which he alighted, and he was conr 
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ducted by the troops across. The instaiu he 
was within the portal, the bridge was raised and 
the portcullis dropped, with a dang which 
sounded in his ears more awful than thunder* 
He felt .as if the gates of life were shut upcm. 
him, abd his agitation became so great, that be 
was obliged to lean on the arm of the officer: 
who conducted him to the traitor's room. From 
a sentim^it of compassion, the officer ofiered to 
remain with him ; but he declined the dvilily, 
and begged, with a husky thnmt^ that he would 
said him a draught of water. In this he was 
indulged; and the officer, after an ineffectual 
attempt to cheer him, left him with his despair. 
For some time he remained immoveable : the 
noise of the a^tated dty rung in his- ears like 
the voice of the ocean in a storm: sometimes it 
seemed to subside, and to mk as if tranquillity 
were spreading; but ever and anon it rose with 
a terrible burst, as if the confusion of cataracts 
and earthquakes was raging around. But the 
tension of the indescribable feding from which 
he so suffered was too excessive to afflict him 
long, aj^ he became sensible that his amdi^on 
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w^ i^t.tp bse..lightene4 by jaelding to unmanly 
^jucms; accprdingljrf he mad^ an effort to i:ouse 
.Umsdf, ^and it yraa not unsuccessful. 

The i^art^ent in which he waa confined was 
appropriated exclusiv^y tp sta^ prisoneni; it 
was in one pf the l^igbe^t towers, and was lighted 
hy ^ ^a,ted \rindow, which ,lppked towards the 
v(e$U No. part of the town cpijld be seen from 
it but in. othcff r^pects the .view was extensive 
ai>d cheeifat. ^ . * 

The ^p^rtment ilself was not uncomfortable : 
.^Ijr/ee tall narrow-backed cb^ ^tood at one side; 
a large settle, or woodeya s€ttee> occupied a space 
ppposJLte;. apd l;he b^d.was in a niche; a table^ 
P9pderiOus stnd maiisy) pccupied the middle of 
the room; and a huge carved oaken chesti with 
br^^nhu^es,, aQ,d a yast^brazen lock, stood 
;underd]^e window^ . 

. ., Wlven he had .lobked abrpad upon the west- 
ern landscape, his mind received, from its bright-^ 
i^ss aod trfmfj^uiUity, a. sympathetic sentiment 
of d^rness and calm. He had been an-> 
able, during the whole ni^t previous, although 
in^ccfnparatiye. sel/-|3NO$session». to collect ,hi$ 
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thoughts. The tablets of h|s memory were di£(» 
^ordered and broken: he had a vivid remenv- 
brance of every thing which had taken places 
•but could not arrange them» either in the order 
•of time, or connect them easily with minor dr* 
culnstances« 

' Hie chaos of his thoughts, in the transit from 
the Palace to the Casde, admitted of no order: 
they were feelings something more like corpo» 
real pains and pangs than mental recollectionis» 
'But as he became more composed the storm 
abated^ and the wreck of his thoughts drifted 
with less and l^ess violence. 
' On retiring from the window he threw his eyes 
round the room, and saw on several parts of the 
pamiels names and inscriptions, the memorials 
of former prisoners. Some of the names he had 
heard of, and that those who possessed them 
had all perished on the scaffold. The inscrip^ 
dons were equally dismal : they expressed re- 
grets and sorrow, and complained of unfiddiful 
Jnends. 

The recollection of theadvice he hadrecdved 
from Rizzio, and which in the ddlusion of hopa 
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and vsinily he had adopted, flashed upon him, 
and the peril into which he had in consequence 
fallen seemed strikingly in acc6rdance with the 
result predicted to those who did not attend to 
thef admonitions in the inscriptions. The sus- 
picion, of the Italian's integrity being once 
awakened, his memory ran over innumerable 
records, unconsciously placed among her ar- 
chives, which ought, had they been rightly 
heeded,' to. have presierved him from following 
his subtle and insidious advice. 
• << He will thrive,*' exclaimed Chatelard, *^ by 
my ruin. Had he not set me on, I never 
should have dared to risk myself until I had 
received sdaie plainer proof that the Queen was 
willing to accept my love : but I was infatuated} 
else I should have seen how craftily he had 
})aved th& way by which I have been brought 
•here-*' 

In thus blaming his own weakness in yielding 
Do adiiice that bore in its very object a certainty 
of great danger, he dould not refrain from utter- 
4ng with vehemence threats of vengeance against 
41iis perfidious frieiuL But in his passion he 
o2 
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forgot his own condition ; and when the recol* 
lection of it returned upon him, he was over* 
whelmed with a horror darker and wilder thaik 
all he had yet suffered. 

The humiliation of being deprived of the 
means of revenge was in Itself dreadful. He 
felt as a man enraged, whose hands have been 
smitten with paralysis; his ineffectual indigna* 
tion was as the storming of a child against the 
stone that ^has hurt it; and he was seized with a 
fit of convulsive laughter at the mere ima^na« 
tion of throwing the javelin, his arm more in- 
capable by his fetters than had it been withered 
by old age. 

It was during this paroxysm that he heard 
the key turned in the lock to admit Southennan 
and Knockwhinnie. The sound roused him 
from the aimless rage of his despair, and he 
prepared himself to receive whoever the visitors 
might be, with at least some outward show of 
equanimity. But no effort of resolution could 
prevent them from discovering that he had 
undergone, since the preceding evening, a dismal 
and appalling change. His ccmplesion was 
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faded into an . ashy wanness ; his eyes were 
sunken^ and his cheeks hollow ; his hair was 
matted and oily, with the sweat of felonious 
agitation ; he' looked many years older ; and 
there was a premature cast of the cadavre in 
his countenance, that rendered his appearance al- 
most terrible. He, however, received them with 
a hysterical cheerfulness. Knockwhinnie, instead 
of answering his expresaons of joy, looked at 
Southennan, who, not less distressed, sat down 
unbidden, and said to himself, - 

" I was not prepared for this. Pardon me, 
Chatelard; but I had not imagined it possible, 
that in so few hours you could have been so 
altered ! ** 

Chatelard endeavoured to laugh, but it was 
more like a hideous rattle than the expression 
of any cheerful feeling, as he said— 

<< True ; I have not had time to make my 
toilet : and I assure you, that the toil of a 
traitor's thoughts is as hard as a soldier's in 
battle." ' 

Knockwhinnie by this time had also taken a 
seat, but he was still so grieved and amazed 
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that be could find no terms to express what 
he felt Each, however, soon became sensible 
that the indulgence of dejection was not be- 
coming to the occasion, and they severally 
rallied themselves into a more masculine mood^ 



CHAPTER XXXIII. 

** For neither man nor angel can discern 
Hypocrisy ; the only evil that walks 
Invisible^ except to God alone/' 

MtLTON. 

The state of Rizzio's mind was in the mean- 
time not enviable. In advising Chatelard tO; 
tliat boldness which had precipitated his fate,; 
the Italian had never imagined his rashness 
would carry him to such an extremity as to vio- 
late the sanctuary of the Queen'& chamber* He 
had otily anticipated some indiscretion which 
woul^ have the effect of removing him from 
her Majesty^s service; but when* he witnesse4 
the public consternation which the discovery 
had produced, he perceived that the conse^ 
quences could not be calculated, and it filled 
him with anxiety and dread. He was as the 
simpleton in the forest, who for some petty 
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personal advantage, throws a fire-brand into the 
brake, and beholds in consequence a hurricane 
of flames rising, and raguig to a general con-* 
flagration of the woods. 

But he had so conducted himself, from the 
time tliat Chatelard was ordered to quit the 
kingdom, as to avert aU suspicion of having 
abetted him in his purpose; still bis astonish- 
ment at the disastrous result was not greater 
than his grief; for the indignation of the Queen, 
the severe determination of the Coimcil, and, 
above all, the tumultuous and universal rage of 
the people, rendered an ignominious doom ine^ 
vitable. There was, indeed, i\p affectation of 
sorrow in the pity of Rizzio ; on the contrary, it 
was sharpened with contrition; for he could hot 
hide from himself, that his advice had doubtless 
ministered to the ruin by which Chatelard was 
overtaken. Ambition was in Rizzio his strong- 
est energy, but he possessed many of the gene- 
rous qualities which are usually found in con- 
nection with that gorgeous passion. These 
induced him to attempt the almost hopdess 
tBsk of appeasing the anger of the household. 
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and paiticularly to address himself to such mem7» 
bers of the Privy Council with whort he had 
acquired the privilege of expressing any opinion. 

His first endeavour was with the Prior of St; 
Andrews; for, instructed by his innate discern- 
ment of character, he rightly considered, that 
although the object of his suit was merciful, it 
was yet one on which the Queen could not be 
addressed, even by her ladies;, whilst it was 
precisely, in all its bearings, a case wherein the 
interfa-eoce of the Prior could be most becom* 
ingly exercised. 

Accordingly, without seeking an opportunity, 
he availed himself of the first afforded to speak 
on the subject; it took place much about the 
time that Knockwhinnie and Southennan were 
with the prisoner. The Prior had come to pay 
his morning respects to her Majesty, and until 
she was ready to receive him, he happened, 
without any particular motive, to go into the 
room where Rizsio was already preparing des* 
patches to the different ministers abroad, to 
intimate to the respective courts at which they 
o & 
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were stationed, her 'Majesty^ intentum cf again 
entertuning proposals of marriage* 

Rizzio mentioned to him the purport of the 
letters, and then, with his wonted desterity, 
alluded to the folly of Chatelacd, applying to it, 
with equal skill and address, the softest epithets 
he could select^ in order insensibly to soften the 
indignation it had inspired into some more 
lenient feeling. 

*^ But for the consequences to the unfortunate 
man himself," said the Italian^ ^^ none can re^ 
gret the indecorum of his rashness, since it has 
been the means of bringing her Majesty to this 
resolution, so greatly desired by all her servants 
and subjects. I only regret that the rigour of 
the Scottish laws may require a sacrifice dispn>- 
portioned to the extent of Chatdard's guilt 
It will be an ill omen, if the nuptials must be 
celebrated with blood." 

" Heaven forfend it," replied the Prior, "but 
the fate of the traitor will be consununated long 
enough before any match can be agreed on." 

" I hope," said .Rizzio» <^ though his rashness 
cannot be pardoned, it is not of so deep a dye 
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cessity. No ill.has resulted from it, bat to poor 
Chatelard himsd£ It is but a thin partition 
which divides unfulfilled . intention from innoi- 
cence." 

.. *< You are too subtle, Riz^do^ it is not whpler 
fiome to morality to draw i^ch ^ne conclusions : 
for it is the will that makes the guilt of a pur- 
pose; and a frustrated intent loses none of its 
sinfulness by having been frustrated.*' 

<< I have neither skill nor casuistiy enough,'^' 
replied Rizzio^ <^ to debate with my Lord Prior; 
but perhaps, before Chatelard was discovered, 
he may have rued his indiscretion"; and does not 
such repentance red^m innocence?'' 

. " You speak of him," said the Prior, " with 
more temperance than may be done unblamed." 

<^ In truth, my Lord, I cannot else but lament 
the jeopardy into whidi he has fallen. He is 
possessed of many talents, and, save in this most 
perilous misfortune, was singularly unblemished* 
His unremitted study, until the constraint of 
destiny brought him, ill fated, to Scotland, wa$ 
to improve those gifts with which. Heaven had 
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been pleased to endow him so richly; and, but 
tor this woful infatuation^ he was one that would 
have proved himself an ornament to mankind. 
1 hope it is no &Lvlt that I lament the temerity 
of his fond passion. Alas ! it does seem hard 
that too ardent love should be sin against loy- 
alty. What more than the doom it is said he 
must suffer, could have been his fate, had he 
meditated the use of the traitor's dagger on the 
Queen's life ?— yea, had he, with the rancour of 
real treason, actually plunged it into her bosom? 
Ah, my Lord! look on his frailty as it is seen 
by Nature; and, for a time, forget the artificial 
guilt which the law, in its austerity, hath in- 
vented to gratify the prejudices pf society. He 
has been betrayed by love; and is not love the 
life of society — ^the very element and essence of 
tlie prime duty of man? It may be that the 
tears of sorrowful friendship make me blind ; 
but neither guilt nor sin can I discern in ChaT 
telard's misdemeanour, but only more of virtue 
than stands within the approbation of the nar- 
irow and unpitying law.'* 

«* It were wise of you, Rizzio, not to .speak 
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'ftfter this manner to the Earl of Morton, and 
tviser if you did not speak at all; for it standa 
not within the possibility of duty to herself, ot 
. to her dignity, that the Queen's mercy can reach 
Chatelard.'* 

At this point of their conversation, the Prior 
was smnmoned to attend her Majesty, and the 
Italian left to ruminate on the failure of his me^^ 
diatioh. He was not, however, disheartened a 
disappointment proved often to him a goad to 
endeavour; and in this case it was particularly 
so. He was not only incited to perseverance by 
r^et for the fearful situation in which the vi0» 
tim of his advice stood, but also by something 
like pique at his ingenuity proving so abortive; 
for, like many others of that period, he was de- 
ceived, by the general gentleness of the Prior's 
manners, into a belief that he possessed less sta- 
bility of principle than he afterwards manifested; 
and in consequence he was led to presume that 
he might influence him by a course of argument 
relative to principles seldom applicable to the 
controversies of courtiers, with whom the right, 
and the abstract merit of necessity, always give 



SOS SOirrSDENNAN* 

WBj to the expedient But his manBgement was 
diflPerent with the Earl of Morton, who shortly 
after entered his room, and whose coarser cha- 
racter required a more worldly treatment. He 
accordingly set roundly to work with him; for 
the &miliar and jocose: habits of the Earl encou- 
raged him to take that liberty. But Morton^ 
like many who freely indulge themselves in jo- 
cularily with others, did not mmh like to be the 
object of it from them in return; and thus it 
happened, that although none of the Privy 
Council had formed a more correct estimate of 
the talents and charact^ of Rizzio, few of them 
had so great adistaste to him, arising entirely 
£rom the pr^umption with wbich he appeared, 
in conversation, to rank himself as an equal. 
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CHAPTER XXXIV. 



' There 's a divinity ttiat shapes our ends. 
Rough-hew them how we mil.** 

BHAKSPXAAB* 



<< Weel, Dauvit!" said the Earl of Moiton 
to Rizzio, after some general prelude toucbii^ 
the matter, ^< What think yeivill be Ae updiot 
of this straemash? The Frenchman, puir chieldl 
I doot, is past redemption; for I hae been dis* 
coursing with that bardy scoot, the Leddy Mall 
Livingstone ; and if she would hae gi'en me the 
minimumiest inkling that the Queen's Majesty had 
been either by hook or crook privy to the faUow's 
deming himself aneath the bed, I would hae 
stood up for him in the face and teeth o' the 
boldest at the Coundl-Board; for it's awfii' to 
^ink o' putting a spirily lad's head in a tow for 
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falling in love wi' a bonny young wanton 
widow.** 

** That 's said like yourself, my Lord,'* replied 
Rizzio. ^^ Not one of all the Council have a 
right conception of the case/' 

"Foggies!*' exclaimed Morton; "Where 
could they get it? There's no' ane amang 
them, Dauvit, that has as meikle daft blopd in 
his tail as a sybow, tho' they dinna want smed- 
dum to make the e'en water, whether it be a 
case o' guilt or innocence. But I 'm mair pro- 
voked at Prior Jamie than any other; for he *s a 
douce young man, and it 's weel kent that chields 
of that sort are Solomons amang the lasses. In 
sooth, Dauvit, it does not consort with my con* 
ceit of state wisdom to look overly curious aneath 
the Queen's bed or blankets. - Puir forlorn young 
widow! it's no' decent to mak^ such a hobbi&- 
show; for after a', she may have been really di- 
verting hersel'." 

" Your Lordship," replied Rizzio, ** takes a 
plain and honest view of the matter. You see it 
with tJie spectacles of experience. Justice surely 
would be satisfied, wer^ Chatelard sept out of 
the kingdom." 



SOUTHENNAN* 305- 

^^ That *s sensible^ Dauvit. Really thou 's a 
clever deevil — I'll ay say that o' thee. But the 
Queen hersel' is the worst of a\ It 's an iindo'^^ 
thing to hear o' folk so fcoid o' blood : nae doubt 
it comes of Papistry; for when I was in that 
delusion^ Gude fbrgie me ! I had a kind of heart-^ 
felt satisfiiiction in seeing a head chappit afi, 
Specially when the axe was blunt^ and the job 
was hagglet: it gart me grind my teeth with a 
feeling like fainness." 

^< Your Lordship could not better show the 
mercifulness of your reformed nature than by 
your compassion for. Chatelard. I grieve to 
diink his case is so hopeless. Perhaps, however^ 
when the trial is over, yotur interposition then 
may be more effectual." 

" But what fashes me most about it,'' replied 
the Earl, <^ is the marvelling it may breed 
abroad* We '11 just be laughed at for being o' 
$ic a maidenly morality." 

** It may deter the princes"— 

<* Pa,. pa! Dauvit, gie thysel* nae concern 
about them. What cares % kiesor o' Al-* 
pxaigne, or an Italian hircos, about ^sic a 
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Stale OQQimodity as chastity? It would Jie^er 
hae be^n a mot in the Queen!s marriage wi'; 
the he$t.o' them, had Chatelard been catched 
cuddling in her bosom. Bu^ Daumt, I redde 
ye taV tenjt what ye do anent this . matt^. k/ 
the marriage; for we'll no allow our hielep 
to mell wi' fiir aff cattle. Scotland 's no in 
become a. pendicle to another kin^om. ^ So 
ye '11 ne'er let wot to the Im.peratc»r, » nor to 
Philip o' Spain, that the Queen^sawanter; 
but fin' out some canny princie, in ^^'aightened 
drcumstances, that will be thankful for.his pn>4 
motion, and biddable to the barons and 'states 
o' the realm." 

With thiis advice the Earl retired to attend 
her Majesty in the Council CJhamber^ where 
Riz^^ ^'^^^ ^'^^ presented himself with the 
drafts of the letters he had been directed to 
prepare, and received not only the Queen's 
commendations for the el^ance of the diction^ 
but also the applause of more than one of the 
counsellors for being a fidrer writer than his 
predecessor. . i 

<^ It behoves us now," said the Earl <^ Morton^ 
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^ to consider to wUat oonrts the letters should 
be sent; for it's my notion, please your Mar* 
jesty, that the dignity of this your ancient realm 
will be best maintained by waling your gudeman 
frae out the lesser princes of Christendom: for 
it was a great fear ambng us a', that had your 
Majesty been graciously pleased to bear a 
bairn to the French king, Scotland might have 
become a commodity to France, and been 
dragged through nae better than dirt and de* 
famation until her royalty was utterly de- 
stroyedl'* 

In this patriotic sentiment the whole Council 
concurred; and the Queen assured them that 
Aie would leave the choice totirdy to ihem, for 
she had no doubt they wotdd see well to the 
weal of the state, and she added^ with a smile to 
the Earl of Morton, that she trusted her per- 
sonal happiness would not be foigotten. 

"Your Majesty,** said the Earl, "needgie 
yourse? nae concetti about that;* for as it's no^ 
a king we hae to look for, but only a solacium 
for your widowhood, our first duty will be to 
please you; and, therefore, I trust my noble 
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friends here wiU no be overly scrupulous anent 
the talents of the prince, but look to the parts 
of the man* Indeed, clever princes, which, 
thanks be praise ! are no' common, hae seldom 
been a convenience in Scotland ; and as we are 
Content with your Majesty's great power and 
capacity for ruling a camstairie people, we'll 
make choice o* a weel faur't man o' a moderate 
capacity.'* 

When this part of the deliberation was over,. 
her Majesty retired, and the Coimcil proceeded 
to issue the necessary orders for the trial of 
Chatelard, and they were carried into effect 
next day; for, as Lord Morton said, 

** Since ye will put him to death, there's 
Christianity in putting him out o' pain wi' a' 
reasonable expedition." 

After this the Council broke up, and Morton^ 
who was never perfectly satisfied of the Queen's 
entire innocence, resolved to visit the prisoner; 
accordingly, on leaving the Palace, he proceeded 
straight to the Castle, and was admitted to Cha* 
telard while Southennan and Knockwhinnie wer^ 
$tiU with hiau 
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*< Gentlemen," said he to then;i as he entered, 
" I maun beg you to let me be alone wi* this 
puir tad. His time 's fast coming, for the mom 
is set for his trial, and maybe he would be nane 
the waur o' making a bit shrift to me before ap- 
pearing at the bar. I hope I *m breaking in 
on nae more interesting business." 

In this short address there was somewhat more 
of gravity than in the Earl's usual manner; for 
he really thought that the affair was magnified 
l)eyond the guilt of it. 

Knockwhinnie and Southennan accordingly 
left the prisoner, promising to see him again, 
and encouraging him to keep up his spirits ; for 
since a trial had been granted, there was still a 
chance of some mitigation of the penalty he had 
incurred. 

As soon as they were out of the room, the 
Earl said — 

" It 's but a fule's counsel, my man, that they 
•hae gi'en you : ye hae nae better ground o* 
"hope than that ye hae to deal wi' a weather- 
-cock woman; though, to do her justice in this 
matter, she's doure enough. However, sit; 
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down beside me, and tell me tiH^y a' the outs 
•and ins o^ your exploit; for save that crooked 
spirit, Dauvit^ I dinna* think ye hae. a true 
frien' beside myseF.*' 

«I fear,'* replied Chatelard, "that I can 
count but little on the friendship of Rizzio./* 

f< Ay, man; what reason hae ye for sayiiq; 
sae? for really, though I dinna' think him a' 
thegither a creature o* perfect sincerity, I'm 
gure he has a warm ^de to you, and nae man 
could make lighter o' your off^ice, or plead 
stronger for indulgence to you than he did to 
me this morning. What can be the thought 
that makes you suspect his truth ? " 

" Because, had he not incited me to obtrude 
upon the Queen, it would never have entered 
my imagination/' 

. « Oh, the scoun'rel ! Did he do that? My 
word, it was a supple trick ; for by it he has 
whisked you to the wuddy* and himsel' into 
your office. Howsoever, just be plain with me^ 
-Monsieur, and 1 11 no slacken in my endeavomr 
for your behoo£ Tell me truly, hadye any ei^ 
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oouragement frae the Queen's Majesty to do 
what yc did?'' 

*^ Not by word, certainly." 
• « Na," replied the Earl, f^ she's o'er Gunning 
a hen to speak; that would be Lathron-like : 
but she has, nae doubt, smiled upon you, 
and touched your tae wi' her foot, and wi' 
other sweet and secret blandishments gi'en 
you an understanding that wasna' kitde to 
read." 

Chatelard made no reply to this, but shook 
his head. 

" WeeV said the Earl, << this is a knotty 
case: ye 're really a venturesome gamester to 
run sic a risk without a blink o' favour." 

^ It was the dream and delusion of passion: 
I was spell-bound, and driven to it by an irri^ 
sistible impulse." 

** iDidna' ye say, just now, that ye were eggit 
on by Dauvit, and now ye lay the wyte on your 
stars." 

A good deal more conversation ensued, but 
it all ended in proving that Chatelard had 
weakly yielded too much, and gone too &r on 
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Rizzio's advice, whUe it confirmed — ^if confiiv 
mation had been necessary — ^the opinion which 
Morton entertained of the Italian's subtlety and 
address, without greatly diminishing his sus- 
picions of the Queen. 
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